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and the court has appointed me as your 

Guardian ad Litem. 

| hope that this booklet will help you 

understand why | have been appointed 

and what we can do together. 

« a 

va is a 

4 7) aE a van se a 

ore - is ~ - ~ 2K. we 

- w 

Tse ‘ 
y so ~~ 

 



WHAT IS A GUARDIAN 
AD LITEM? 

Sometimes when adults can’t agree on 
what is best for children and young people, 

a judge is asked to decide. A judge can ask ~ 

a Guardian ad Litem to help by finding out 

what the children and young people involved 

want to say. 

It is always a judge who decides if a 

Guardian ad Litem will be involved in a case. 

A Guardian ad Litem writes a report for the 

judge. This report describes the wishes, 

feelings and interests of the child/young 

person. It will also make recommendations 

about the best way of helping each child/ 

young person. 

The Guardian ad Litem’s court report will 

also be read by the parents of the child 

or young person and by the social worker 

involved with the family. a  
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ae | have been asked by the judge to meet 

with you, to listen to you and then to tell 

the judge what you think, what you feel and 

what you would like. 

I will also tell the judge what | think about 

what is happening. 

I will write a report for the judge. We can oe 

chat about what might be in that report. 

When | go to court I will give a copy of my 

report to your parents and to your social 

  

worker. 

ay If there is something on your mind that 
5 you do not want to tell me / do not want 
ie others to know, you might want to speak 

a ae to a counsellor in total confidence. We can 
P discuss this if you like. 

} 

{ 
a 

| 
4 
. 

a“ | work with Barnardos and | hope this 
+ booklet will help you to understand the 

_ work | will try to do with you. 

 



| will arrange to maT you. Hopefully, | ce 
know you and find out about the thifigs you {i 

| will explain to you oF what | doa 
answer any questions you might have leo role 

Your feelings are very important and we can talk 
about these if you like 

If you have a special wish you might want to talk to 
me about it 

There will have been many important events that 
happened in your life before we met and some of 
these could have had a big effect on you. If you like, 
we can talk about these 

| can talk to you about what happens in court 

    

  

I will also listen to other people 

who know you well. You might tell 

me who these people are.  
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1 will listen to you and take your wishes seriously. 

| will always try to be honest with you and to help you 

with any worries you may have. 

Everybody has things that they wish for... 

  

(' Write or Draw your wish here: 

 



  

  

  

   There will have been many important events that oa 

happened in your life before we met. 

Some of these could have had a big effect on you. 

If you like, we can talk about these. 

  

   



  

   

  

WHAT ARE THE THINGS 
THAT YOU THINK THE 
JUDGE NEEDS TO KNOW 
ABOUT YOU? 

e ' 
Draw it or write it below. 7 
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| will write a report for the judge 

and | will give it to him/her before 

your case comes to court. 

My report will include; 

e What you think 

¢ What you feel 

¢ What you would like 

¢ What | think about what is happening 

¢ What | think would help you 

As well as listening to me, the judge will hear 

what some other people think. We can talk about 

who these people are.



Your social worker will also have a report 

for the judge. | will read this report and 

your parents and social worker will read 

my report. 

Sometimes the judge asks us to come back 

to court a few times before making a final 

decision about what should happen. 

When the judge has made a final decision 

1 will meet with you and talk it through with 

you. We can talk about what the decision 

means for your future. 

This may be the end of my work with you. 

However, sometimes the judge may want to 

hear how you are getting on and may ask me 

to visit you again. 
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1” At Barnardos we keep a file for every child and 

af young person who has a Guardian ad-Litem. 
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     a Your file 
ita together, 

“about. | wi 

This file holds information about you - like your 

name, address, date of birth, phone number, 

family.    

lt also have notes on the work we do 
cluding what you did and what you talked 
sually write something for your file after 

is will help me to think about the best way 

   

we meet. 

to help you. 

A copy of the report | write for court willbe kept on your 
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file. z 

Your file will be locked away safely in a filing cabiret. 2  - rj 
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“= - | want to make sure my work with you is helpful. You Sa 
em might like to let me know if there were things we did that -— = — 

you found were helpful or if there were things you were , 
a not happy about. 
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Shirley and all the staff of 

Barnardos Project, Mahon. 

And to the children and young 

fel-re)e) (Miceli melceliemal-Merel ita 

who contributed artwork and ideas: 

Kian, age 9 

Leah, age 5 

Naomi, age 7 

Mia, age 4 

Luke, age 14 

Jamie, age 9 

-Pamela, age 11 

Dwayne, age 10 

Aaron, age 8 

Lisa, age 12 

Nathan, age 10 

Edel, age 11 

Nadia, age 8 
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