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Back to School Allowance

‘The number of families applying for the Back to School
Clothing and Footwear Alllowance has grown each year
2007.
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Reductions in the Back to School Allowance rate since 2011

Primary Secondary

Primary School:

Average cost for a child entering Senior Infants:
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Average cost of essentials for a student entering First Year:
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Uniforms

A majority of parents reported that their school requires a
uniform with o crest, which must be bought at extrar
‘expense from a specialist retaller
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"My daughter is starting secondary school and her
uniform i5 costing me €273, [m very upset that the

cannot ne ‘with the one supplier of their
uniform to try and get costs down.”

Parents comment

School books are still the largest single expense for most parents.
Primary Secondary

o0 E An ongoing problem is the inability to pass
ooks betwoen siblings due to ditferent or
aditional books being chosen by the.

teacher, and a reliance on workbooks

Our Recommendation:

nal policy, led by th
Education and Skills, under which schools will use their
School Book Grant to incrementally build up a set of
textbooks for all their pupils.
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luntary Contributions

Primary Secondary

65% 76%
of parents have been asked for a ‘voluntary’ contribution

"My daughter s sterting

secondany school and she
has already told.
she wont get involved in
“Voluntary contribution is any of the extra activities
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Comments from parents

For more findings from the 2012 School Costs Survey
and recommendations from Barardos

Eama 110 1o thomik all the parents who 150k the survey
andt helped us to gather this valuable information.
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