
  A collection of rhymes with artwork by



Clotty Malotty and all her Friends 
This book is dedicated to all the girls, Traveller and non-traveller, their 
families and teachers who worked really hard and made it possible. 

Clotty Malotty and all her Friends is a book of rhymes and jingles, some old 

and some new, which were collected by the girls who make up the Tuesday 
Reading Club in St. Joseph's Girls National School in Finglas West, Dublin 11. 
With the’help of Orla Kenny and Mary Branley from Kids’ Own Publishing 
Partnership and Maggie Collins, Melanie Callaghan and myself from 

Barnardos/TESO, the girls worked really hard for over six weeks in a series of 
workshops collecting their rhymes, doing the artwork, naming, editing and 
designing the book. The purpose of the book is twofold: first to save these 

rhymes from being lost to future generations of children and second to 
present an opportunity to the children to work together in an integrated 
project to produce a book of rhymes which all children, can read and enjoy! 

Winnie Mc Donagh 

Education Worker 

Barnardos/TESO Project 

As Ireland embraces a new intercultural identity at the start of the ‘ 
Millennium, we must remember that the Traveller community, as Ireland's 
indigenous minority group, is an important part of intercultural Ireland. This 
book focuses on rhymes from the settled and Traveller community of North 

Dublin, but it opens the doorway to explore rhymes from different cultures 
around the world. Rhymes, ditties, lullabies and jingles are universal and are 
part of the heritage of every culture. We hope teachers and other 
professionals will use this book to inspire some simple oral history work: to 
gather rhymes from the children’s families — parents, grandparents and 

others - and make their own collections reflecting the heritage of the ¢ 
children. The model of working exemplified in this book places the emphasis 
on collaborative sharing and learning in a creative context. It supports a 

development education approach in the classroom through discussion around 
the roots of the rhymes and what they tell us about living conditions in ‘the 
old days’ and can act as a prompt for a wider discussion about poverty, 
justice and fairness in the world today.



Ihis. DOOk-is part.of a series entitled Unheard Voices and js 
intended to make traveller culture visible in schools and to 
provide fun reading material for any child. 
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Leanne did this rhyme on her own. 

 



Shoe-maker, shoe-maker 

Are you within? 

Will you put a shoe 

On my ould mare again? 

Yes sir, yes sir, 

Drag her in 

And I'll put a shoe on your ould mare again. 

 



One two three, Nanny caught a bee. 

She put it in a tea can. 

To make a saucepan of tea 

The bee flew out, 

Nanny gave a shout. 

In came Johnny 

With his shirt hanging out. 

 



Leanne worked on this picture. 
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about Johnny Magory. 
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Little Nelly in her tent 
Can't afford to pay the rent. 
The rent man came and put her out, 
Nelly, Nelly began to shout. 

Miss Farrely helped Lauren with this one! 

 



Maria, Maria, she sat on the fire, 

The fire was too hot, she sat on the pot, 

The pot was too round, she sat on the ground, 

The ground was too flat, she sat on the cat, 

The cat ran away with Maria on her back. 
Mags worked with Caoimhe on this picture. 

 



What shall we make with the red herring’s head: 

The finest big oven that ever made bread. 

What shall we make with the herring’s belly? 

The finest young girl and we'll call her Nelly. 

  What shall we make with the red herring’s back?



What shall we make with the red herring’s fin? 

The finest big canister to keep treasures in. 

5 
ad 

——_ 

 



Our Father 

One big spud 

Is worth eleven. 
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Full of grace, 

Tackle the ass 

And go to Naas. 

 



Rub-a-dub, 3 pigs in the tub. 

Scrubbing their tossles clean. 

Snort snout they all jump out 

To roll in the mud! 
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Bridgie worked on this picture. . a 

 



Clotty Malotty 

Who lives down the lane, 

Everyday washing and 

Ne’er a day clane. (clean) 

 



 



Shake hands brother, 

You're a rogue and I’m another. 

You stole bread and | stole butter,  
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Whales have tails as big as sails 

And eyes that never blink! 

And a hole on his back 

To blow the water out! 

Otherwise... 

He'd sink! 

 



Hickory, dickory, dock, 

The mouse ran _ up the alee a4 

The clock struck one, 

~The mouse ia down, 

Hickory, dickory, dock. 

Zz  



The artwork for this book was created 

using plasticine. We used tissue paper 

for the backgrounds. We all had fun 

playing and exploring . 
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the plasticine ‘til it was done.  



Clotty Malotty and all her Friends is a collection of rhymes 
collected by Winnie Mc Donagh, Traveller, settled children and their families. 

MANY OF THEM WILL BE NEW TO YOU! 

ISBN: 1-902432-19-3 
Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership 2003 
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