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BARNARDOS - OUR HISTORY 

Barnardos was founded by Dr. Thomas Barnardos, who was born in Dublin in 

1845. While in medical training he was horrified by the levels of poverty and 

destitution facing children in the east end of London, and abandoned his plans 

to work as a missionary in China. Instead he began his lifelong dedication to 

the welfare of children. 

It was during the 1960s that Barnardos began to establish a range of services 

to children and families in |reland. 

Barnardos in Ireland has been an independent Irish organisation since 1989. 

Barnardos has sister organisations in the United Kingdom, Australia and 

New Zealand. 

 



WHO WE ARE 

Barnardos is Ireland's leading independent agency for children and families, 

working with 12,000 children and families throughout Ireland each year 

Barnardos works to improve the lives of all children in Ireland and in particular 

children who face barriers in reaching their full potential — barriers like poverty, 

abuse, neglect or bereavement. 

WHAT WE DO 

Barnardos advances the welfare of children and their families in Ireland in two 

ways. Firstly, by providing a range of effective services to children and families 

and secondly, by campaigning for the improvement of children’s welfare and 

influencing the development of child care policy and provision. 

At the core of Barnardos work is the belief that every child has the right to 

reach his or her potential and that their family is crucial to their development. 

Through fundraising and Barnardos’ charity shops we raise money to support 

our services for children and families. 

Barnardos’ services are delivered from our National Office at Christchurch in 

Dublin and through a network of local projects located throughout Ireland. 

Barnardos has a range of policies and procedures, which guide our work with 

children and families. These policies are reviewed on a regular basis and new 

policies and procedures are developed in line with best practice. Barnardos has 

policies and procedures on issues such as staff recruitment, health and safety, 

financial management and so forth. 

sk ‘



OUR RANGE OF SERVICES INCULDE: 

  

Family Support S 

Family support services are provided throughout Ireland in communities that 

face difficulties such as poverty, disadvantage, and lack of opportunity. Family 

support responds to the individual child and family by assessing their needs and 

carefully tailoring a personal package of services to respond to those needs. 

National Children’s Resource Centre - NCRC 

Barnardos’ National Children's Resource Centre is Ireland's leading one-stop 

  

source of information on child care issues for parents, professionals working 

with or on behalf of children and for policy makers. We offer information, 

training and research on all matters concerning children and their well-being. 

We undertake research projects and publish a range of Barnardos leaflets, 

books and manuals. We have links to other information services in Ireland and 

abroad via the Internet and e-mail. 

 



Solas Bereavement Counselling for Children 

  

Sdlads is a national bereavement counselling service specifically for children. The 

service provides information and advice through a helpline; counselling; advice 

and training to groups involved with bereaved children; and the provision of 

information on all aspects of bereavement and childcare. 

Origins - Information and Tracing Service 

  

Origins supports individuals who wish to access personal information held by 

the Department of Education and Science, other Government Departments 

and Religious Orders concerning their stay in industrial or reformatory 

schools, and assists them in tracing family members. 

Beacon - Guardian ad Litem Service 

  

The Beacon - Guardian ad Litem service provides independent reports to the 

courts on children who are involved in legal proceedings. Our Guardians ad 

Litem advises the court what is in the child’s best interests and helps children 

tell the judge what they would like to happen to them. 

Adoption Advice Service 

  

The Adoption Advice Service provides advice, information and support 

through a confidential telephone service to anyone who has been involved in 

or is interested in adoption — birth families, people who were adopted or 

otherwise seperated from their birth families, adoptive families and others. 
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Barnardos Shops 

Barnardos run a number of charity shops around the country which are always 

  

pleased to accept donations of good quality second hand clothes and other 

items that are sold to raise funds to support Barnardos work for children. 
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For information on any of our services please contact our National Office: 

  

Barnardos 

Christchurch Square 

Dublin 8 

T: 01 — 453 0355 

F:01 — 453 0300 

Email: info@barnardos.ie 

Web: www.barnardos.ie 
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