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1 in 3 Irish children live in poverty 

© Over 2,000 young people leave school 

annually without even a basic qualification 

* 2 out of 3 drug users in treatment 

programmes are under 25 years of age 

“ There are no out-of-hours child protection 

emergency services outside the Dublin area 

At 7 years, lreland’s age of criminal 

responsibility is the lowest in Europe 

© More than a dozen Irish children are 

currently in childcare facilities abroad 

Combat Poverty, which is a state agency, 

believes that poverty continues to be a 

persistent problem despite the economic 

boom. 

Today’s Irish child has an almost 30% 

chance of living in a household where the 

family income is less than half the national 

average. That’s a quarter of a million 

disadvantaged youngsters under the age of 

14. Surely they deserve better from an 

affluent society ? 

“In this, the last year of the century, Barnardos is embarking on an ambitious plan 

to take us well into the millennium. Our aim is to improve and expand present 

services, and find newer and better ways to help Irish children and their families. 

As our contribution we will undertake to raise at least £5m (E6.3m) to invest in 

services for children and families, over and above income from government sources. 

Working collaboratively with other organisations we intend quite simply, to provide 

services to children that will be an example to the world.” 

Poverty is at the root of so many childhood 

problems.These include, social exclusion / 

insecurity / low self-esteem / early school- 

leaving / teenage pregnancy / 

homelessness / drugs misuse / crime. 

Interestingly, in relation to crime, 4 out of 

every 10 offenders in criminal cases are 

under the age of 21. . 

Add to this the growing instability of family 

relationships / lone parenthood / violence / 

sexual abuse / suicide - The end of the 

millennium would not seem to be a great 

time for many children in Ireland. 

At Barnardos, we believe that all children 

have a right to achieve their full potential. 

We also believe that prevention is better 

than cure, and that giving children a good 

start in life is an investment that benefits 

society as a whole. 

For more than 20 years, Barnardos has 

been developing support services for 

children throughout Ireland, helping them 

in the context of their families and their 

communities. 
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We are now embarking on an ambitious 

3-year plan to develop and expand our 

services. We realise that no one organisation 

can hope to solve what is a national problem. 

So we’re happy to continue working closely 

with other voluntary organisations, Health 

Boards, Government agencies and local 

bodies, lending our experience and expertise 

where it will do most good. For example, we 

have been asked to manage six new family 

support projects in local Health Board areas 

as part of the Government's recent 

‘Springboard’ initiative.   have been abused or neglected 

are at risk of leaving school early 

are affected by drugs misuse 

are bereaved due to the death of a parent, carer or sibling 

live in families where there is violence 

live in families facing significant difficulties due to poverty ¢ 

are members of minority groups experiencing discrimination 

are the subject of court proceedings 

are carers 

live with parents who are psychiatrically ill or have other disabilities 

are affected by marriage breakdown 

are homeless 

are begging on the streets 

are of ethnic minorities 

are refugees or come from asylum seeking families 

are in conflict with the law 

 



some priorities 

As a leading organisation supporting the 

rights and meeting the needs of children in 

lreland, Barnardos will seek to influence 

policy and legislation in these matters. 

Specifically, we will continue to lobby for: 

© A national co-ordinated strategy to make 

lreland a better place for children, and the 

resources to support that strategy. 

© Full implementation of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. 

San improved care system, with increased 

places in foster care facilities - some Irish 

children who have been abused are now in 

care abroad, while others have been 

accommodated in hospital wards. 

o Adequate provision of child protection 

services, especially at local community 

level available on a 24 hour basis. 

© A continuum of early child development 

provision to enable children reach their full 

potential and to offer choice to parents. 

an investment in children 

Barnardos is an independent, Irish 

registered charity. We receive funding from 

Health Boards and other Government 

bodies, which we supplement with income 

from our own fund-raising initiatives, 

voluntary subscriptions, individual and 

corporate gifts, sponsorship, legacies and 

through our network of charity shops, which 

we are currently expanding. 

Of every £1 we raise, less than 5p goes on 

administration, more than 90p goes to 

services for children. We believe in being 

open and accountable in everything we do, 

and we have constantly called for the 

registration of all charities in Ireland and 

will continue to do so. 

From now to 2002, Barnardos will spend 

£5 million (E6.3m), on services for 

children and families in Ireland, over and 

above income received from government 

bodies. Celebrating our 10 years as an 

independent Irish charity, we are confident 

of making a realistic and sustainable 

commitment to providing an increased 

range of effective services to more children 

and their families over the next three years 

and beyond. 

   



  

how are we doing ? 

At Barnardos, we are constantly learning and are committed to an on-going evaluation 

of our own services. The views of service users will continue to be actively sought in 

the design and development of each initiative. 

In all our efforts, we aspire to international ‘best practice’ standards. We see no reason 

why Ireland’s provision for children should not match the best in the world. 

the services we offer 

The provision of daycare centres, teen 

parent groups, after-school groups, family 

counselling, parenting programmes, youth 

action projects, mobile pre-schools, special 

needs service and toy libraries. Currently 

located in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Offaly, 

Tipperary, Waterford and Westmeath, these 

services are provided in close collaboration 

with, and with the support of, the local 

Health Boards. 

national childrens resource centre 

The NCRC provides a one-stop Library and 

Information Service on all matters relating 

to children, as well as childcare training for 

professionals and others involved in 

statutory and voluntary organisations. The 

Centre also publishes a range of booklets, 

training manuals, reports and information 

packs available through our bookshop. 

solas ‘ 

A pioneering service offering bereavement 

counselling for children who have lost a 

parent, sibling, close relative or friend, 

helping them cope with an experience that 

will affect them for the rest of their lives. 

adoption advice service 

An independent, confidential service 

helping adopted people, people wishing to 

adopt from home and abroad, parents of 

children who have been adopted and 

people with adoption-related queries. 

To date, we have facilitated over 100 

reunions between birth relatives. 

guardian ad litem service 

Serving a growing need by providing 

independent reports concerning children 

involved in legal proceedings. Our 

Guardians ad Litem offer advice to the 

courts on the basis of the child’s best 

interests, and ensure that the child’s point 

of view is heard.



Barnardos, Christchurch Square, Dublin 8 

Tel: +353-1-453 0355 

Fax: +353-1-453 0300 

E-mail: info@barnardos.ie 

www.barnardos.ie 

Callsave: 1850 22 2300 

Registered Charity No: 6015 
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Barnardos is committed to the best interests of children 

and young people in Ireland, promoting and respecting 
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