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INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE 
  

The Adoption Advice Service, Dublin, started on 3lst May, 1977. The previous 
week we held a meeting for adoption societies and workers from other agencies 
involved with single parents and adoption. Carole Smith spoke of the Yorkshire 
Adoption Advice Service experience and an explanation was given of the service 
which we planned to offer. The majority of those who attended this were not 
from adoption societies but were supporters who had been pressing for an independent 
service. Although a useful exercise in that it gave an opportunity to meet 
colleagues and give details of the service, it did not fulfil the purpose of taking 
info our confidence those who may have felt this service would be a threat to their. 
independence. 

| had previously sent an explanatory letter and discussed the scheme personally with 
several agencies, workers and bodies, such as the Central Council of Catholic 
Adoption Societies, the Adoption Parents! Association, the Adoption Board, Children 
First, Care, Cherish, Ally, child and family psychiatric services and Health Board 
social workers. 

Immediately before the service started we held a press conference which was 
attended by representatives of other adoption/child care organisations but only two 
journalists. We issued a press release and information sheet (see over) to those who 
attended and to all other journalists known to us. We were pleased by the extent 
and accuracy of coverage given to the new service by the press, radio: and T.V. 

When the 3lst May came | was somewhat anxious and not sure what to expect. For 
the four and a. half hours | was on the phone constantly and soon ceased to worry. 
Although I was familiar with the legislation and resources available | was very aware 
of my lack of knowledge of the techniques of projecting your interest through the 
telephone. ‘ 

In the early stages we took every opportunity to meet people working in adoption 
societies through attending the Federation of Services for Unmarried Parents and 
their Children and other organisations’ meetings and conferences and also by visiting 
adoption societies individually. This is still very necessary as the personnel change 
and the services provided change and develop.





  

INFORMATION SHEET 
  

Adoption Advice Service 
  

Barnardo's is hoping to add a service to the existing adoption services and to fill a 
gap between them by providing a confidential and neutral advice service for people 
with problems related to adoption. 

This will be a counselling, information and advice telephone service which anyone 
can approach directly without committing themselves to any course of action and 
without revealing their identity. This could be followed by an interview or letter, 
where appropriate, either froma Barnardo social worker or by means of referral to 
another agency. The telephone advice service will be provided by a social worker 
experienced in adoption, with couples wishing to adopt, parents of children for 
adoption and children who have been adopted. The counsellor will have access to 
information concerning adoption law and practice and will be able to make referrals 
to other experts - medical and religious advisors, fertility experts, marital counselling 
etc., where this is appropriate. The service will not find babies for childless couples 
or the parents of adopted children but may be able to advise as to the best way that 
such people should set about obtaining the help they want. 

Vhe object of the service is to help people who have a problem which they feel is 
too sensitive fo raise within the family or to approach the agency they already know. 
They may be unmarried parents who experience remorse after placing a baby for 
adoption; adopters with a marital problem which they feel they cannot reveal fo an 
adoption society; adoptive parents who do not know how fo tell their child that he 
is adopted; adopted children who desperately want to know more about themselves 
but feel they cannot approach their adoptive parents,or anyone else with a problem 
related to adoption and who have been unable to obtain help or do not know where 
to turn for this help. In many cases, people already have a good relationship with 
an adoption society and should return to them for help. This service is intended for 
those who do not know an adoption society or who do not want fo return to the one 
known to them. 

Barnardo's already provide this type of service from three centres in Britain. In 
Ireland Barnardo's is not a registered adoption agency and the organisation's services 
are available to people of all ages and religious denominations. The services. already 
existing in Ireland include a Family Casework Service for any family in need of a 
social worker's help including-adoptive parents and the parents of children for 
adoption. 

Particulars of Service 

  

The Adoption Advice Service will be advertised as widely as possible. Callers 
will be invited to 'phone and ask for the Adoption Advice Service - they will not be 
asked to give a name but they can offer to do so. The counsellor will be 
available in the Barnardo's Dublin Office (Telephone - Dublin 960042) between 
2p.m. - 6.30 p.m. on Tuesdays. The service will be directed and monitored by 
Miss Laetitia Lefroy, Senior Social Worker, in order to assess the level of need and 
the degree of work which may be necessary to meet it. 

Your comments will be appreciated.



 



  

  

PROVISION OF THE SERVICE 
  

The service is available every Tuesday from 2.00 to 6.30 p.m. The day was 
selected mainly fo fit in with my other commitments. The time was chosen fo 
provide a concentrated period which we felt would be easier for prospective clients 
to remember. 6.30 p.m. was chosen as the latest as it allowed half an hour for 
trunk callers to use the cheaper period and the alternative had been to have a 
separate evening session. The service has been available every Tuesday except 
where this has been a holiday and for one Tuesday when one counsellor was on 
leave and the other sick. On this day only one call came through and the caller 
was asked fo ring back. 

On Tuesdays the 960042 telephone line is answered directly by the counsellor on 
duty (i.e. callers have direct access), At other times this line is used for outgoing 
calls from the office and is answered in the office. There have been many calls 
for the Adoption Advice ‘Service at times other than Tuesday afternoons on all 
telephone lines but these are rarely taken by the Adoption Advice Service Counsellors. 
The secretary tells callers the day and time of the service but it seems that several 
do not call back. 

If requested, people have been offered an appointment to discuss their problems. 
These appointments have always been at times when the telephone service is not 
operating. At first we had casual callers on Tuesday afternoons which caused 
considerable difficulties as this prevented the counsellor from attending to the 
telephone. If any of the Adoption Advice Service clients have needed considerable 
contact with the counsellor they have been included on the Family Casework Service 
numbers. Many 'callers' have contacted us by letter and we have responded either 
by letter or by offering an appointment. Almost all the adoptees who have expressed 
an interest in their background have been seen by a counsellor as this has given an 
opportunity fo discuss with them their expectations and to prepare them for the 
difficulties which they would probably encounter. 

During the last year we have had some direct referrals for counselling from social 
workers who felt that they do not have the facilities or expertise in this field. These 
have been either adoptees, or prospective adoptive parents, whom the social worker 
has felt need help in examining their attitudes or feelings as a preparation for an 
assessment, or adoptive parents experiencing difficulties with the child.



           



  

  

RECORDS 

Every initial contact, whether telephone call, letter or personal interview, is 
recorded on an initial referral form by hand, is given a number and filed in 
numerical order. (seeAppendix 1) Subsequent calls, correspondence or interviews 
are recorded and attached fo the referral form. The number is recorded on all 
correspondence and case notes as for many we do not have a name. There are 
sometimes difficulties in relating a subsequent fo an initial contact unless the number 
or the date of the initial contact is known. (We have adhered rigidly to the promise 
not to ask people to identify themselves unless they have asked us to take some 
action. However, many volunteer their name.) 

Matters discussed are coded as follows : - 

l. Wanting to Adopt 

Question as to age limits 
Question about religious denominations 
Question about residence 
Discuss pro's and con's of adoption 
Have approached Adoption Society 
Having problems over contact with Adoption Societies 
Have had a child placed with them 

' Have been refused child by Adoption Society 
Relative 
Reluctance to be assessed by religious © 
Concern because one or both parties not practising religion 
Interest in adopting child with 'special needs’ 
Enquiry about fostering 
Legal queries 
Medical queries 

I
A
P
 > 

. 
P
O
Z
E
r
A
L
H
 
T
e
m
 

A, Want another child fo adopt 
B, Behaviour problem with child 
C. Worried about telling child 
D 
E 

- Want information about child's background 
Other 

3. Has been adopted/fostered 
  

A... Want more information on background 
B. Problem over name 
C. Other 

contd. /
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4, Has had child placed for adoption 
  

A. Wants to trace child 
B. Wants to be traced by child 
C,. Other 
D. Wants information about adopters/child's progress 

5. Expecting a child or recently had a child 
  

A. Considering adoption 
B. Other 

6. Other 
  

Each initial referral form has the codes entered on it. These are later entered 

ina graph book and from that the statistics are readily available. (see Appendix 2) 

Six extra categories, 1. K -P, were added in December 1977, as these matters had 

arisen but were not covered by other codes. It is therefore easy to see from the» 

codes on the formor on the statistics the matters raised and discussed with each caller. 

The referral form includes the marital status and children of the caller but these are 

not recorded: in the codes. 

A weekly record sheet is kept. (see Appendix 3) This indicates the initial calls, 

repeat calls and contacts by the counsellor on the caller's behalf with another person. 

All contacts between Tuesday evening and the following Tuesday appear as if they 

had occurred on the previous Tuesday, i.e. an interview on a Friday would appear 

on the weekly contact sheet as though it had been on the previous Tuesday afternoon, 

Weekly contacts are shown on a histogram which indicates immediately the number 

‘of initial, repeat and total contacts in each week. (see Appendix 4) 

Keeping these records and statistics isa relatively easy exercise and not very time 

consuming; provided it is done fairly regularly information can be obtained from 

them fairly quickly. However, a problem has arisen in that there has been other 

information for which we have no code that we have sometimes required and this 

has meant looking through all the cases in that category, i.e. how many adoptees 

have been told late in life of their adoption? It would seem that to have statistics 

which would cover every eventuality would be unnecessarily time consuming and 

therefore | think that the present system is quite adequate.  



  

STAFF 

When the service started | was the only counsellor, but in June 1977 we were 
joined by Rosemary Cunniffe. She started to share the telephone sessions a month . 
later. Rosemary was a part time lecturer in social work at University College 
Dublin and had previously been a fostering worker in the Eastern Health Board 
Rosemary worked for us for one day per week, usually on Tuesdays. She provided 
the telephone service and for much of her time with the service she also took on 
most of the direct counselling work and interviews. As these were not on Tuesdays 
I did the Tuesday phone-in. 

We both felt it important to share the telephone service and the contacts (relation- 
ship building) with other agencies so that we were continually familiar with other 
services. 

During 1978 Rosemary became less available and eventually left at the end of the . 
year as she was undertaking a research project on the Eastern Health Board's fostering 
campaign. Anne O'Connor, who was already on the staff, then joined the Adoption 
Advice Service. Anne now fakes most of the Tuesday afternoon sessions, on average 
about three out of four, and we share the interviewing. In practice we. frequently 
share the telephone service as we use that time for discussion of problems and 
developments and also as four and a half hours continuously is a long period for one 
person without a break. 

One member’ of the clerical staff, Katie McEndoo, does most of the clerical work. 
This consists of typing some records, letters, press releases and reports. She also 

makes the practical arrangements for advertisements. 

Time allocation for staff is at present 15% for one Senior Social Worker, 20% one 
social worker and 5% one clerical worker. -On average throughout the year these 
are probably quite generous estimates but the intensity of the work fluctuates widely.



         



AREA 

Calls have come from all over the thirty two counties and some letters and calls 
from people across thewater. We have also had calls from people resident outside 
the Republic but who are on holiday here. These were mainly Americans and some 
English who thought it would be easy to adopt a child from the Republic as well as 
those who may have felt that an Irish child would definitely be white. We have not 
advertised the service outside the Republic as we are less familiar with other resources. 
However, we have referred people in England to other Adoption Advice Services and 
in Northern Ireland to Area boards or adoption societies as appropriate . The 
majority of callers seem to have been from the Dublin area but there are many who do 
not say where they are calling from. A very small number of calls have been from 
phone boxes.



           



  

NATURE OF CALLER/PROBLEM   

f 

I. General Points 

The proportion of people wanting to adopt has remained consistently about 
two thirds of the total number of calls. The number of adoptees decreased 
in the third year ~ (1977/78 - 33; 1978/79 - 33; 1979/80 - 18). This 
may relate to the amount of publicity given to the facilities of the English 
1975 Act and several articles in the press about the needs of adopted people 
during the period soon after the service started. One women's magazine 
had an article about the Adoption Advice Service which may have implied 
that we had ‘tracing’ facilities. There has been a steady flow of enquiries 
from students doing projects for general information on adoption. 

Prospective Adoptive Parents   

Number of callers : 1977 ~ 78 282 

1978 - 79 199 

1979 - 80 I9| 

At first we had many calls from people who knew very little about adoption 
and did not know how fo set about adopting a child. These callers required 
very basic information. The proportion of those who had no information has 
gradually decreased and the trend has increased for people who have started 
and are encountering specific problems to want fo discuss these. Acconsistent 
problem has been those of over forty years of age, some of whom had married 
late, and who are surprised and disappointed to find that adoption is unlikely 
to be a possibility for them. With many of these we discussed the needs of 
older children and fostering sibling groups but this would not be an appropriate 
solution for many of them. Many of these callers felt aggrieved, isolated 
or depressed and it was often hard to help them. 

Problems associated with religion have been quite consistent. Those belonging 

fo minority denominations, who do not practise their religion or who are 

parties to an intérdenominattonal marriage have great difficulty. This may be 
due to the regulations of some societies but is also because it appears that few 
natural parents ask for adoptive parents who are not Roman Catholics. It has 
been suggested that adoption workers may not discuss with natural parents the 
possibility of adoptive parents who are not Roman Catholics. At the beginning 
of the service we had enquiries from people who wanted to be assessed by lay 
staff and therefore added this to our statistics code in December 1977. This 
has not turned out to be a large number since then (nine in two and a half years). 

Many of the callers have expressed their wish to adopt because they want to 
help a poor or unhappy child but they have not been willing to consider fostering 
because of the sharing and insecurity involved. It has often been put to callers 
that there are many children in need of a-long term home and family who are 
available for fostering, not adoption. Information about fostering as well as 
adoption is given but we do not know whether callers follow these up. 

contd./
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There has been an increase in the number of prospective adoptors who have 
discussed children with special needs or fostering. This may be partly ~d 

because the counsellors raise this more often since there have been specific 
campaigns to find homes for older and handicapped children. 

It is evident that many people do not know what to expect from adoption 
societies and find the system bewildering, frustrating and emotionally stressful. 
There have been problems associated with difficult communication with “ 
adoption societies and sometimes the prospective adoptors, for a variety of 

reasons, do not feel able or entitled to clarify points. Some have complained 
that the society does not answer letters and phone calls. The anonymity of the ~ 
phone-in service when neither the caller nor the society concerned need be 
identified enables them to discuss this problem openly. 

Most of those who had problems after a child had been placed with them were 
concerned about parental consents and the insecurity before the Adoption 
Order is made. The legal problems mainly concerned consents, previous divorce 
or direct placements. 

The concern expressed by the Central Council of Catholic Adoption Societies 
that we could become involved in supporting rejected prospective adoptors 
against the societies have not been justified. Most of those rejected have had 

fairly specifid reasons for the rejection which we have been able to point out 
to them. 

In some instances we have been able to help them to clarify the reasons with 
the society, with that society's agreement. We have never acted as advocate 
for the couple. In some instances where they have felt misunderstood by 
their social worker we have suggested (at the invitation of the Senior Social 
Worker) that they make an appointment to see the Senior Social Worker. We 
realise that even understanding the reasons does not relieve the pain of 
rejection but it may be helpful for them to have a reason which they can accept. 

During 1979 we had several calls about the possibility of adopting a foreign os 
child abroad. This was following a letter on a radio programme about a couple 
who had adopted. a child in India. This caused considerable difficulty for us 
as we did not know the legal implications or details of the agencies involved. 
Four couples sought our advice as to where they could find a social worker to 
carry out an assessment which was required by the society involved and we were 
unable to help them. Since then two have found social workers with no 
relevant adoption experience - we do not know how the others resolved this. 

Most adoption societies here do not seem to take on these assessments. We 
know of at least three assessments carried out by Health Board Social Workers, 
possibly in a personal capacity. 

We were unable to obtain advice from the Department of Foreign Affairs or 
the Adoption Board. The Adoption Board would not necessarily be involved 
as the child is adopted in his country of origin and there is no great need to 
apply for an Adoption Order here. However, in practice this is likely to be 
done to give the child Irish nationality and greater security in the event of a 

legislative change in the country of origin or fo clarify inheritance rights. 

contd ./ ~
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At the time of asking the officers of the Board they had not had an 
application but the same legal requirements relating to illegitimacy, 
consents, religion, etc., would apply. 

Adoptive Parents: 

Number of callers: 1977 - 78 40 

1978 -79 33 
1979 - 80 32 

The callers who appear in this section and who want to adopt another child 
also appear in section one of the statistics. 

During the first year we had many enquiries about background information, 
how to get it and how or whether to pass iton. Many. callers expressed - 
considerable anxiety about their ability to discuss natural parents and reasons for 
adoption with their children. It has been’noticed that recent callers have 
been looking for and sometimes demanding background information which they 
were not given originally and they wanted to discuss how, rather than whether, 
they should talk to the child about adoption. Many of these callers had no 
memory of having been given information and some distrusted the accuracy 
of information which they had been given. After discussion these callers were 
advised to seek an appointment to discuss the matter with the . adoption society. 

Adoptive parents who had accidentally discovered the natural parents of their 
child (not direct placements) wanted to discuss how they should handle this 

_ information. 

_We have recommended books written for adoptive parents and adopted children 
to. callers and have had several adoption workers also asking for these books. 

There have been twenty adoptive parents who were having problems with their 
child and wanted to discuss how to handle them. About seven of these were 
followed up further and three taken onto the Family Casework Service. At 
least two admitted to regretting having adopted the child. 

  

  

Adop ted/Fostered People 

Number of callers: 1977-78 33 
1978-79 33 
1979-80 18 

All have been adulis. Several have not been adopted but have been brought 
up in children's homes,. industrial schools, or were 'informal adoptions' . There 
were four who had been told they were adopted but in fact their birth was 
registered as if they had been born to their adoptive parents and therefore no 
formal adoption took place. 

contd. /
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44 Adopted before age of 5 years 

I} Adopted after age of 5 years 

18 Fostered/informally adopted (i.e. have original birth certificate etc.) 

7 Raised in children's home or industrial school 

4 Registered as though born to adoptive parents (i.e. no Adoption Order made) 

About !0 people did not know if they were adopted and | have included them 
in the 44 who were adopted. 6 of the fostered people had called themselves 
by the surname of the ‘foster parents' and had difficulties when birth certificate 
was required as this gave natural parents’ surname. - 

‘Most wanted information about their background. !t was common to find that 

they did not feel able to discuss this within their existing family even though 
they were able to describe their relationship as 'good'. The usual reason was 
that this would hurt or frighten their adoptive parents. Generally they had 
known of their adoption in their teens but many could not remember being told 
specifically and several said their parents were surprised to find that they knew. 

Most hoped that they would be able fo meet their natural parents but were 
wanting this to be arranged through an intermediary and with the consent of 
the natural parent. Most expressed considerable concern about their natural 
parents and their feelings but found it more difficult to express their own fears 
or ambivalence. 

We have discussed the implications of seeking information thoroughly with 
these callers including the possibility of rejection by natura! parent or adoption 
society or an inability to find records and the effects that these may have on 
them. In all cases where we have been able to establish the identity of the 
adoption society we have referred the person on but they have in some insiances 
continued fo keep in contact with us. 

As there has only been legal adoption in the Republic since 1952, many of our 
callers even though subsequently adopted had their original birth certificates. 
These usually had the mother's name (not always true) but no address. Some 

also had Baptismal Certificates which indicated parish of Baptism and probably 
also birth. For some of these we were able to help them to obtain some 
information from health authorities but for the majority all we could do was 

_accept their needs and allow them fo share their feelings. We must hope that 
children currently 'in care’ have more knowledge of their background. 

In about four instances ‘adopted' (two legally) people have suspected that they 
know their natural parent but have not been able to verify this. One man 
had been building up a relationship with a woman whom he thought was his 
mother and when he eventual ly told her this she denied it (truthfully it seems). 

contd./  
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By May 1980 one person was expecting a meeting with his natural mother, 
which was being arranged by the adoption society with mother’s co-operation. 
One had made contact with mother by telephone. 

Of those who wanted to trace either information or their parents it has become 
a strong need and many have said that we have been the first people to whom 
they could: express this need even though we do not pretend that we can 
satisfy it. It seems that if they are met with strong opposition to a search or 
expression of their needs, their feelings intensify and it is more difficult to 
control actions. 

We have had the most personal contact with callers from this group. Sixty of 
the eighty four callers have had more than one contact. Thirteen have had 
six or more contacts with us and for most of these our role has been supportive — 

rather than information giving. 

There has been an‘apparent need for these 'adopted' people fo have this 
opportunity to talk over and express their feelings and anxieties with a 
supportive and accepting person, whether information has been available or not. 

Natural Parents 

Number of callers: 1977 - 1978 . 4| 

1978 - 1979 28 
1979 - 1980 20 

" We have two sections in our statistics for natural parents separating those 
whose: child had been adopted and those who were expecting or had recently 
had a child. [It would have been more logical to have them in the same 
section as some have a ‘child in foster care and some, particularly fathers, 
wanted to know if the child had been or would be adopted. For most of those 
‘considering adoption’ the child had been born and the natural parents were 
unclear as to what to do and some were reconsidering the original decision for 
adoption. Some did not feel confident about discussing this with the adoption 
society as they feared that help (i.e. nursery care, accommodation) might be 

~ withdrawn before they had made a clear decision. Ina few cases there was 
a difference between the wishes of mother and father and both were exerting 
emotional pressure on each other and possibly catching the adoption worker 
up in this. We have had fathers seeking advice as to how they could exercise 
their parental responsibility or, if paying an allowance to mother, could 
establish that the child had not been adopted. 

In at least 4 cases the child was legitimate, therefore not available for adoption 
in the Republic. Two sought advice about adoption agencies in the U.K. and 
one lived in Northern Ireland. 

Four pregnant single women who had not made the decision for the future of 
their child wanted help’from an agency which was seen to be neither pro- 
adoption nor pro-keeping the child and were takenonto the Family Casework 
Service caseload. We arranged for two children to be placed for adoption 
by an adoption society and continued to work with the mother. One mother 

contd./
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who removed her child from an adoption placement. and who considered 
that she had broken her relationship with the adoption society was also 
taken onto the Family Casework numbers. She subsequently decided on 
adoption and returned her child to the society but needed considerable 
support throughout this period of indecision. Afterwards we were able 
to re-establish a fairly positive relationship between herself and the 
adoption society concerned. 

Difficulties over consents have arisen and we have been consulted both 
by social workers and natural parents. Some have found the system of 
obtaining consent difficult, some have questioned the implication of the 
mother seeking a meeting with the Adoption Board -(the mother is asked 
whether she wishes to see the Adoption Board. If she signs that she does 
want this the Adoption Board feel unable to proceed unless they do see her.) 
In three cases the mother had received the consent form by post with a 
list of authorised personnel for witnessing the consent. Although the 
mothers may-have asked for the matter to be handled in this way if was 
evident that this was a crucial time when the reality of the decision had 
to be accepted and they felt a need to express feelings which until then 
had been repressed. A more personal approach from the adoption workers 
might have been more appropriate. 

Most of those natural parents who wanted fo trace the child, or to be traced 
by the child, were mothers who accepted that the child was settled with | 
adoptive parents but they hoped that their child had not forgotten them. 
Most of the natural parents were quite specific as to whether they wanted to 
trace, wanted to be traced or wanted up to date information on the child's 
progress. Few wanted all of these. Those who wanted information on the 
child's progress were looking for reassurance that the decision for adoption 
was in the child's interest. Some expressed considerable guilt feelings at 
having parted with the child. In some instances the adoption society was 
prepared to make enquiries but this is not always easy particularly if in the 
past adoptive parents had been encouraged to blot out the natural origins of 

. the child from the time the Adoption Order is made. Had they been prepared 
by adoption societies, adoptive parents could use a request for information 
about the progress of the child in a positive way, especially if the child looks 
for reassurance that his natural parent had cared about him. 

Miscellaneous Calls 

Number of callers: 1977 - 1978 22 

1978 - 1979 23 

1979 - 1980 lI 

There has been a wide range of problems raised under this heading. Some 
callers have been social workers who have wanted information or discussion 
of certain problems. (Not all of these were included in the statistics.) 
Some have been students doing projects connected with adoption and fostering. 
We have had some enquiries about third party placements (illegal here) and 
some requests for recommended literature. Three have been adoption workers in 
a society or Health Board with a surplus of babies or adoptive parents, seeking 
advice as to which societies might help them out.  
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DEMAND 

The demand has fluctuated widely from | to 25 total contacts in a week. = It is 
difficult to anticipate the demand, except immediately following some publicity. 
However, we have not found that one busy week is necessarily followed by another, 
as we would have expected. 

After our doubts about how and when the service should be offered, it would be 
useful to have a consistent number of calls at particular times. We have not had 
this, as on some days we had no calls before 4 p.m., and other times all before 
4Ap.m. It usually seems to happen that the calls are bunched together with little 
space between for writing records, etc. The last hour has been used mainly by 

working people rather than by country people using the cheaper period. 

An average of about 7 calls per session is best as they are usually long and tiring for 
the counsellor, who is putting extra ‘effort into projecting herself and interpreting the 
needs of the caller without any visual assistance. Although there have been times 
when we have felt that the demand was falling off and perhaps all problems were solved, 
these periods have not lasted long. 

During the 4 months of the postal strike and telephone service disruption in 1979 we 
expected a notable decline and were amazed to find how many people found a way of 
making contact.





  

PUBLICITY 

We have a poster in A4 and AS size and this was distributed to clinics, libraries 

and shops. (see Appendix 5) It was easier to arrange this distribution in Dublin than 

elsewhere. We havea standard I$ column inch advertsiement which is inserted in 

different newspapers and magazines regularly. We have a regular notice (free) in 

the Advice Centres page of "In Dublin" magazine. 

We have issued several press releases, mainly because through them we get the most 

effective publicity free. On the whole journalists have been positive and helpful. 

| have been asked to contribute to several programmes on R,T,E., which has also 

given publicity to the service. 

There has been a tendency to imply that the service has been for adoptive and 
prospective adoptive parents only and we have had fo draw specific attention to the 
needs of others, particularly the natural parents and adoptees. 

On almost every call we have noted where the caller heard of the service and 
certainly articles, radio and T.V. have been the most effective. A mention in an 
‘agony column! is also very useful publicity. Radio has short-term effects and it 

seems that unless contact is made within a few weeks, the information is not retained. 
During the first year the source of the information was clear, but since then many 
have:said they have heard of the service several times or have kept information in case 
they needed it but have forgotten the source. 

When the service started, | was a novice on the use of the media and discouraged by 
the poor response to our initial press Conference. Since then | have learnt much 
about the use of the media and have built up knowledge of what journalists are 
interested in particular subjects and as relationships are built up, it becomes easier to 

obtain publicity and avoid inaccurate, damaging or sensational publicity. We have 

found that an extensive distribution of press releases when a suitable occasion arises 
(i.e. annual review time) and availability for comment is more effective than press 

conferences. It also appears that through the publicity for the Adoption Advice 
Service Barnardo's has become more widely known in the Republic.
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RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER AGENCIES 
  

There are three adoption agencies which we work with through the Family 
Casework Service, therefore know their personnel well, and it seems that there is 
usually an understanding of what we offer. One has referred several clients to 
us for counselling. 

On the whole however, we do not know what adoption societies feel about the 
service since it has been operative, as we have had very little feed-back. We 
would like to have more positive open communication and familiarity with them and 
feel that the lack of this is a handicap to an efficient service. Superficially 
relationships seem fo be good at a personal level, We have tried to keep adoption 
agencies informed of the services offered, problems arising which would be of mutual 
interest and the use that could be made of the service. . (For list of adoption societies 
see Appendix 4). 

In our attempts to establish the nature of the facilities offered and attitudes of adoption 
societies, we sent them all a questionnaire in 1977. (see Appendix 7) 8 societies 
responded, four of which were visited by us with the form. One society objected to 
being asked factual points, such as catchment area, age limits, ete., and said that 

these were confidential, or that we should ask prospective clients to seek this 
information directly. One reason for wanting this information ourselves was that our 
callers seemed fo find it more difficult than we did to get this information clearly and 

quickly. We have re-designed the questionnaire again, as many societies’ personnel 
has changed and we will also send it to Health Boards. (see Appendix 8) 

We would be glad to have positive contact from the societies to us, particularly if 
they-would like us to take a particular line with clients who may also be dealing 
with them. We take every opportunity fo attend meetings, courses, workshops, 
attended by adoption workers, in order to break down the distance between us and 
| think that this has helped. At least through this we can put faces to names and 
relate at an individual level. 

Personnel in the Adoption Board changed in 1979 and the current staff are being 
helpful but we have not had or needed much contact. 

On the whole we have received positive support from non-adoption societies 
(organisations for single parents, child and family psychiatric services, family planning » 
and psycho-sexual counselling services and health board social workers). This was 
however apparent before the service started and it was through their encouragement 
that we decided that it was needed and worthwhile. 

| would see this service as part of a total child care service and complementary to 
_ other placement and counselling services. It should not be isolated from these and 
information obtained through it should be used positively.
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GENERAL COMMENTS   

Although when the service started we were unable to indicate a level of need 
for it, | think that we can now say that the use that has been made of the service 
has shown that there was a need and that this need was not, and could not have 

been, satisfied by other existing services. There would not appear to be 
duplication either with adoption societies or with other services and we have often 
been used as a referral agent to other services or sometimes a facilitator to people 
who need to use another service but find it difficult to approach it. It seems likely 
that the needs expressed in the calls will not change greatly in the future and are 

fairly similar to those found in Adoption Advice Services elsewhere. 

The feelings and problems faced by those. who had been adopted were similar to 
those found in research undertaken in the U.K. All had identified with their 
adoptive parents and, whether they considered: the family had been satisfactory or 
not;.. they saw their adoptive parents as their ‘real’ parents. For many the need 
for information about their natural family and background had intensified following 
a milestone in their life such as marriage, birth of a child, death of an adoptive 
parent or difficulties in adolescence . Several adopted or fostered people had 
become particularly eager to find information when their own children were asking 
about their childhood. 

Many admitted to having known of their adoption but had not told their parents 
this. They spoke of, on the one hand the need to preserve the fantasy for their 
parents and on the other hand the resentment they felt when they knew that 
neighbours and family knew but they were not supposed to know. — Their wish to 
meet or to see the natural mother was usually fo verify any information that might 
be available and to forma real picture to fill in their own feelings of identity and 
there was nota great expectation that a lasting relationship would be formed. 
Most only spoke of the natural mother but it seems likely that that was because it 
did not occur to them that the father would have been identified. Two men | 
definitely wanted to know more about father. Adopted men who have become 
priests have questioned whether they were eligible for the priesthood as they were 
born ‘illegitimate!’ though subsequently adopted. One had not known of his adoption 
until well into his training for the priesthood and found difficulty in coming to terms 
with the fact that he was conceived out of marriage but made ‘legitimate’ by 
adoption. ; 

Those raised in residential care appeared to have little feeling of identity or a home 
base. Two had been ijn care with a sibling but had not maintained contact after 
leaving. They regretted it and were unable to find the sibling. This would indicate 
the strong need for those of us responsible for children in care to be open to them after 
they leave care. In both cases referred to, they said that they had been so keen to 
prove their ability to be independent they had actively broken links with the sibling 
and did not-feel they hada place in the Home after they had left. There was no 
incentive to continue contact but in later years this was regretted. There was not 
much difference in the circumstances of those who had been fostered and adopted, 
except that some of the fostered people had been registered as legitimate. The 
foster placements had been made before the introduction of adoption and were 'de facto’ 
adoptions. 

contd. /
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The feelings of those whom we have seen were strong and whereas those for 
whom there are records were able to focus on these, the emptiness felt-by those 
for whom no records could be found was very apparent. Although some had been 
with their adoptive parents, or in the same substitute care, since soon after birth, 
many had been in several placements. The lack of knowledge or understanding 
of their identity for those who had not been adopted was very noticeable. They 
did not have a family with which they could identify. | would hope that the 
increasing use of scrapbooks from birth as well as openness about natural as well 
as substitute parents and siblings would be more conscientiously encouraged . 

There is no system here as in the U.K. for tracing original birth certificates or 

birth records and even current practice varies widely as to what and how information 
is given to adoptive parents for their children. It is not clear what criteria would 
be used by the Adoption Board or a Court for deciding whether information from the 
Index to the Adopted Children's Register could be given (Section 2, Adoption Act 
1952). 

As elsewhere, there are wide divisions among interested people as to whether or not 
the original birth certificate should be available and the arguments are emotive 
and sensitive. The main objections appear to be that the natural parents’ reputation 
or emotional stability could be damaged by being traced or by fear of being traced and 
if tracing was seen to bea possibility, could prevent them considering adoption in the 
first place. In this close community, still conscious of the stigma of illegitimacy, 
this could be particularly damaging, but it could be argued that the closeness of the 
community makes accidental discovery likely and damaging anyway. It seems that 
this fear is a recent one, as only those placed for adoption since 1952 would not have 
access to their birth certificates, and the stigma of illegitimacy was even greater 
before that. In discussing this subject, we are conscious of the lack of information 
of the feelings of those natural parents concerned. Many single mothers keep the 
pregnancy secret, but cannot or have not concealed the birth and they are also 
vulnerable to being identified in hospital, nurseries, etc. 

We have also seen that access to birth certificates which only give a name, as 
is available to thos e raised in institutions, foster homes, or placed for adoption before 
1952, does not satisfy the needs of some. The information they have wanted is 
about what their natural parents are like, their looks, interests and achievements, 

what they felt about the child, why they parted and what other homes the child had 
before his final one. They also often wanted reassurance that the parents did not suffer 
for having the child. Without something tangible they find it difficult to trust 
information given and perhaps if it was known that birth certificates would be available 
more accurate information and more openness would be shown at an earlier stage. 

In July 1979 there was a referendum about a change in the Consitutuion to secure 
the status of the Adoption Board within the Constitution and we expected calls to 
come about this. We only had 5 calls, three of whom thought the result of the 
referendum would make it easier for children to be taken away from parents without 
parents’ consent (two approved and one single father whose consent was not required 
did not). Two callers had publically supported the campaign for the referendum 
and had had reactions which had distressed them. Very little publicity was given 
to the referendum itself or the terms of the amendment and this may account for the 
few queries which there were about it. 

contd. /  
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Some of the callers have had difficulty in obtaining legal advice, and finding a 
solicitor with knowledge or experience in matters of adoption, custody and the - 
recognition, or non-recognition of foreign divorce. These have been either 
prospective adoptive parents or natural parents. 

We had some calls - less than 10 - from people who only wanted to register their 
disapproval of the principal of adoption, the fact that single fathers are not 
consulted, that legitimate children could not be adopted, or that adopted children 
got no: details of their background. These callers did not appear to want to 
discuss their opinions or problems, if they had any. 

We feel, but cannot support this by statistics, that the complexity of the problems 
raised has increased. Certainly the calls for ‘information only’ have decreased. 
When the service started we had several "dud" calls when the caller hung up when 
the number was answered. There were also some people whose interest in adoption 
was fairly slight but who wanted someone to talk to. One lady was anticipating 
great loneliness as her adopted child (in her twenties) was leaving home. She rang 
me several times to tell me of recent developments in her family. A few wanted 
to confess 'sins' of the past and their fear of detection and it was difficult to help 
them. These included parents of a child who had been raised in substitute care, 
and adoptive parents who had registered the birth of the child as if it were their 
own, and an adoptive parent who had given false information to an adoption society, 
although this information was probably not relevant. 

The fact that there have been couples thinking of adopting or fostering older children 
or children with handicaps but who seem unable to find a society interested in 
them, and that there do seem to be many children in care who need families may 
mean that there is an uneven distribution of resources. It also seems that there is an 
uneven distribution of babies awaiting placement for adoption and prospective adoptive 

parents among adoption societies and Health Boards. This seems to apply particularly 
in the country areas, where the existing services are fairly local and working within 

a small area. |t would seem that there is a need for a national resource exchange 
organisation and: that this has come up at seminars and conferences but it seems at 
present that the adoption societies feel that they have this under control. | think 
one of the difficulties is that there is a sharp distinction between adoption and fostering 
and many of the organisations arranging both types of child care work independently. 
It also seems that many of the adoption societies and Health Boards do not expect to | 
be able to find homes for children who. are no longer.infants or who-have siblings or 
handicaps. | think that Barnardo's from the experience.of the Adoption Advice 
Service would be very well placed to provide such a resource exchange and | would 
like to see this as a possible development of the service. 

A telephone service such as this requires a different approach, or technique from that 
often used by social workers in direct contact with their clients. Without the assistance 

of non-verbal communication (i.e. eye contact, silence, etc.) more emphasis is 

placed on listening or talking. In offering this type of service we have also found 
that it is important to establish a rapport with a caller very quickly and assure them of» 
our desire to help and ability to impart reliable information. 

contd. /
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With a telephone service the contact between counsellor and caller is likely to be 
of much shorter duration than other counsellor/client interviews. (Most phone 
conversations last about 20 - 30 minutes, the maximum being 50.minutes.) In this 
short time it is necessary to be precise and clear at the same time indicating interest 
and concern. 

The anonymity of the callers has meant that the counsellor is able to be more direct 
with them without fear of embarrassing them or jeopardising a relationship. The 
ability to be direct, or frank, is also helped by the fact that the caller is unlikely 
to develop a dependency on the counsellor for a service (such as placement of a 
child) and subsequent contact is of their own instigation. 

The service is unique in Ireland in that it is advertised widely as specifically for 
those with an adoption /fostering problem. It offers advice, information, counselling 
and anonymity and does not take responsibility for placements. Many, particularly 
natural parents and adopted and fostered people, have not known who would be 
interested in their problems and needed a starting off point. Natural parents will have 
known which society had placed their child but did not feel they could return fo that 
society either because of the relationship which they felt they had had with the 
society or because of their own feelings of guilt or inadequacy. Most of those who 
had been adopted or fostered did not even know of a society to whom they could go 
for help. 

The flexibility offered by the service not being limited to telephone contact has been 
important. Although many seem to have found telephone contact adequate, the 
openness fo personal interviews and willingness fo provide direct counselling has 
been welcomed and used. 

Being in a central position in regard to adoption by virtue of offering an independent 
service to all parties has meant that we have been given a reputation for an expertise 
which | hope we possess. One difficulty about a service such as this is that we 
cannot assume that purely by receiving calls we are helping the callers, most of whom 
are anonymous and do not call again. They are not normally referred by satisfied 
caliers. This puts an extra onus on us fo ensure that our information is accurate and 
that we can show an acceptance of their feelings without building up false hopes. 

In the 3 years since the 3lst May 1977, 942 people have had contact with the service. 
155 people have had contact more than once. After the initial ‘call’ there have been 
55 interviews, 195 letters and 143 phone calls between callers and counsellors. 

Through this service | hope that many people have been helped to : - 

- obtain information 

- sort out relevant parts of muddles which at first seem insuperable to them 
- clarify their objectives and a way fo seek and attain them 
- examine whether they are presenting their views or problems as they mean to 
- obtain support through emotionally difficult periods and disappointments. 

From my experience, | am sure that the assurance that callers need not disclose their 
identity gives them a freedom and confidence to present and examine their difficulties 

contd./  
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ina positive way. | believe that there is evidence that this service continues to 
fulfil a useful purpose and is complementary to other services. 

A press release available in August 1980 sums up the achievements of the service 
as follows : ~ 

_ "By 3ist May 1980, 942 people had used the service - of these 155 used the service 
several times. 

Although the Adoption Advice Service was intended to be a confidential telephone 
service only, many of the callers had several personal interviews (by appointment 
only) or communicated with the counsellors by letter. 

All callers have been adults. 

Although many have required information a large number have wanted, and needed, 
the opportunity to discuss sensitive and wide ranging issues. Callers have come from 
all.parts of the 32 counties and even further afield. Many of the phone calls have 
been long and at the expensive time in spite of the fact that the service is available 
until 6.30 p.m. 

Most callers have expressed their appreciation of the independence of the service and 
the anonymity afforded. Callers are not asked to identify themselves unless this is 
necessary - i.e. if specific information is to be sought for them. 

Although this is an independent service the counsellors try to work in co-operation 
with other adoption and child care workers. 

The Counsellors for the Adoption Advice Service are Anne O'Connor and Laetitia 
Lefroy. 

Callers were in the following categories : - 

672 callers wanted to adopt/foster a child 

400 had not yet approached an adoption society but 44 had reached the stage 
of having had a child placed with them. Many of those thinking of adopting 
or fostering wanted information about how to do this and what it involved - 
some were encountering difficulties. There has been a recent increase in the 
number of callers interested in discussing fostering as well as adoption and also 
in children who have special needs, (i.e. children over 2 years or handicapped) . 

105 — callers were already adoptive parents. 

36 wanted to adopt another child. Many wanted to discuss how (retier than 

whether) they should talk to the child about adoption and how they should 
handle queries about his/her natural parents and background. Many had liftle 
or no memory of information about the child's background having been given 
to them by the adoption society. In these cases they have been advised to 
discuss this with the adoption society. The counsellors have also recommended 
books specially written for adoptive parents and adopted children. 

contd ./
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callers had been adopted, fostered or had grown up ina children's home 

or school 

Most of these wanted information about their background. It was common 

to find that they did not feel able to discuss this within their existing 

families. Although birth certificates are available to everyone except those 

legally adopted (since 1952) many are seeking other information such as what 

their natural parents were like or the circumstances surrounding their 

adoption. (This service does not have access to confidential records but the 

counsellors make every. effort to put callers in touch with the relevant society.) 
The counsellors have had more individual contact with people from this 

group... 

callers have been natural parents of a child which has been, or may be, placed 

for adoption. 

Most of those whose child had been adopted were looking for reassurance 
about the child's progress and they were referred, where possible, fo the 

relevant society after discussion: with the counsellor. The main concern of 

those considering placing a child for adoption was to discuss the implications 
of adoption for themselves and the child. There were some fathers in this 
group. 
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EL (01) 96 
_ TUESDAYS 2.00pm=6.30pm 

“tsk for Adoption Advice Service agree pt ae me 

gens is not 

a People: thinking of adopting = Natural’ ‘Parents wr . 

me am Their’ relatives 3 and friends 

ne Adoptive Parents 2 ha AEST Fer 

yone,;in fact: who needs e chance to talkin con 

at-you say will be treated in strictest 
confidence. 

You wont be asked to" give your. heme orany eetyn
adeais. at 

wests BPRS 3 oy 

    
Swe ree aermeeenang ttn eg ~ _ 

ADOPTION: 
: ‘Phone-in Advice 

- i Service = : 

  

-_ "* For anyone with * 
“an adoption problem : 

Tel.01-960042. : 
Tuesdays 2-6.30 p.m. Do 

‘It's confidential. It’s free. 
This service is provided by j 

-BARNARDO’S 
|      





  aad   

ADOPTION SOCIETIES 
  

CATHOLIC 

APPENDIX 6 

TRLEPHONE NO. 

ST. NICHOLAS' ADOPTION SOCIETY, 9, Prospect Hill, Galway 

CATHOLIC PROTECTION AND RESCUE SOCIETY OF IRELAND, 
30, South Anne Street, Dublin. 

ROTUNDA GIRLS' AID SOCIETY, 81, Marlboro Street, Dublin. 

SACRED HEART CONVENT, Bessboro, Cork. 

ST. ATTRACTA'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, c/o Sea Rd., Knappaghmore, 
Sligo 

ST. ANNE'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, Assumption Convent, Blackpool, 
Cork. 

ST. BRIGID'S ORPHANAGE, Holy Faith Convent, —68, Tona Road, 

Dublin 9. 

SUS CLARE'S CONVENT, Stanmullen, Co. Meath. 

ST. LOUISE ADOPTION SOCIETY, ly Jamea's Street, Dublin 8. 

LIMERICK CATHOLIC ADOPTION SOCIETY, 31/33, Catherine St., 
Limerick. 

ST. MURA'S ADCPTION SOCIETY, Fahan, Co. Donegal. 

ST. PATRICK'S GUILD, 82, Haddington Road, Dublin 4. 

ST. KEVIN'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, Arus Brugha, Dungarvan, 
Co, Waterford. 

St, JOHN'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, Parochial House, Butlerstown, 
Waterford. 

OSSORY ADOPTION | SOCIETY ,. e/o Sion House, Kilkenny 

co 

x MARY'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, Hew Road, Bridge Street, Tralee 
Co, Kerry 

ST, CATHERINE'S ADOPTION SOCIETY, Bank Place, Ennis, Co. Clare 

ST, THERESE'S ADCPTION SOCIETY, Carmelite Priory, Whitefriar St., 
Dublin 8. 

PROTESTANT ADOPTION SOCTETIZS   

THE PROTESTANT ADOPTION SOCIETY, 15, Belgrave Road, Rathmines, 
Dublin. 6 

HON-DENOMINATIONAL ADOPTION SOCIETIES. 

CAIRDEAS ADOPTION SOCIETY, 20, Harcourt Terrace, Dublin 2. 

  

091-6644 

779664 

744262 

O21-31841 

071-2670 

021-52747 

309081 

412583 

757951 

0061-46655 

FPahan 6 

681908 

058=-41100 

051-84192 

0056-21060 

066—22524 

758822 

972670 
972659 

065-21178
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. . oo APPENDIX 
ba. bawadDO's ADOUFYION avbvivcs JER LUS. 
  

  

Information Reauested From Adovtion Societies. 
  

Does your society provide social workers' assistance to unmarried 

mothers whether they decide on adoption or not? 

Does it provide a service in terms of:- 

(a) Finance 

(b) Counselling 

(c) Foster or residential care 

Are there restrictions as to what girls it can help - i.e. confined 

toi- 

(a) Geographical area 

(bo) Mother and Baby Home - 

(c) Religious denomination? 

If adoption is required, does Society like baby to be in: 

(d) Nursery 

(e) Mother and Baby home 

(£) Foster Home 

(zg) With mother? 

What is the minimum age at which Society place baby with adoptive 

couple? 

Does Society place babies with handicaps for adoption? 

(nh) Physical 

(i) Mental 

(3) Colour 

Does Society arrange meeting between mother/p.f. and adopters? 

What information does Society usually give to mothers/p.f's about 

adopters? 

Does Society give mother a choice of adopters? 

Does Society see or contact p.f.'s? 

Any other comments?



2. 

Be. 

4 

5 

Te 

8.. 

9. 

io. 

“Lb. 

12. 

13... 

Do adopters know original name of child? 

Ui. DAawernvO'S abuvTiItn ADVIVE oukViUis. ~ 
  

  

ADOPTERS foe 

What factors determine who the Society accept in terms of:- 

(a) Geographical location | - 

(b) Age 

(c) Religious denomination — 

(d) Other children 

Nre adopters' assessed by the Society's own staff? 

If not, what information is obtained and oy whom? 

Qn average how Long do adovters. wait for a child? 

Are adopters offered choice of child? age/sex/colouring 

What information as to background does Society give adopters? Is 
this given verbally or in writing? 

Does Society Leave information (letter) for child? 

Does a representative of the Society visit after child is palced? 

Is child usually baptised before placed for adoption? 

Does Society arrange follow-up after adoption order is made? 

Is an offer made for further help if the adoptive family or child 
might want this? 

Are there any circumstances in which child or natural parent are 
given information about each other? 

Any other comments?
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1) 

2) 

3) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

_1- APPENDIX 8 
Adoption Advice Service - Barnardo's 

244/245 Harold's Cross Road, 
DUBLIN 6. 

  

WORK WITH NATURAL PARENTS 
  

“oF 

Does your society provide a service to natural parents in terms of: 
  

a) Counselling... .eccceeeeeenrececcees Lec eee eee e eee eee eres 

b)  FEMANCEe eee cee cece ee eee ete eee e tesa teres eens eeeeesenes 

c) Pre-natal,post-natal, accommodation for mothersseesvecrcceesens 

d) Foster care and/or NULSELY CATS seers e reece cree reeecereserres 

Are you services provided:- 
  

a) Irrespective of whether adoption is cansidered.....-seeeeeeee oe 

b) Before birth ONLY ccc ccc e cece teen eee tees een ee cee ee nee nenees 

c) For a specific time after the birth. ...-seeresereeeeeess se ceees 

d) Only if contact is made with the society before birth.......... 

e) If adogtion is planned, until after the adostion order is made. 

0 ae we OHH HH a ROO ee ee ee anwno wm eer ae nnn eae eee waneas eens 

Are the referrals you accgot limited to:- 
  

a) Mothers from A SPCCLFLIC ATCA, cece cece eee teeter cette err ereeees 

b) Mothers who use a particular hospital, mother.and-baby home or 

Family placement SCheme....ccecsseeeee cere ewer eter reteneneeees 

c) One or any religious denomination. serseereseseseacsrcrgecceess 

Do you like to see natural garents:- 
  

a) In your OFFICE/CLAIMIC. cece ween cere ete e teen crea teeter seer eereees 

b) At HOMO. cece cece eee e tener eee n teen eer eensaenseeeseeeeeseass 

c) By appointment ONLY cc cece ccc c es cce ress eee eee eee sa te eeeee ar canes 

! 

ADOPTION 

  

If adoption is requested‘ do you like baby to have been before olace- 
  

menti- 

  

A) IM MULSELY sce cece cee eee e eterna eee ee ence ersten saaereesseees ens 

b) In faster CALs ceed ence cece eee e ese e ease esse ees en esses ee eeass 

c) Mother and baby HOME... .. cece ese e rece ses eet eres teeeeseneerecs 

d) With a 

@) IN HOSPitalsrcccscssccecreeeccse
 reece eeereesaserseaasesseress 

Does your society:- 
  

a) Place children with handicaps for ACODELON. sees cc cece eeeeerees 

. b). accept children over 6mths where mother has tried to keep child 

and has since decided to place for adoptions. ccceeeeeeseeeerres 

  
Does your society have families available for such children. 

eae ane wae seems tera eereeseesreeneeresessere
aecarsserercesessseses 

What is the minimum age at which your society places children for 
  

BCODETOMN. coc vc vere care cecwseeeneeseeseeaseressoreses
es esses secese



5) 

6) 

7) 

8). 

1) 

2) 

~2- 

ADOPTION 

  

Does your society arrange meetings between natural oarents and 

adopters. 

eee eae eee amen ee mere ere eee se ee ee enone seseeaseteeaeeeneaeeeeneeevereeone 

  

Qoes your society give information about adoptive parents to 
  

natural parents. If so is this given verbally or in writing. 
  

eee em e eee ere saeeaeaereevresresseaeeeeeeere eee eHeeeeeeeeeeeasaeeeeeeeease 

  
Does your society give natural parents a choice of adopters. 

eee aera ane enone eae eneeeeseeeeseeeansee eee ese eases tesa vreeseeseeeeaeeeaeeseeeane 

Does your socisty see baby's father- if so is this:- 
  

a) Only with consent OF MOtHeLi.ecsscesececcserereeneeesceees . 

b) Whether consent given OF NOt. cece cece ee eee e cence es orton 

Does your society place children where counselling of natural 

Qarents is provided by another agenCy...cssecveesavens 
  

een aesne 
  

ween mene mem amen nen eT OE OOOOH EH E ATE He EH OA OD 

In the case of natural parents returning for information about 

Ehe progress of the cnild after adootion, does your society make 

enquiries. : 

  

  

Beer ee awe ener eer o ee eawe ee aee er eeeeeaeasaeseavee ese eee sraaeees ee eas ® 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS ccccccecccccccceccsscacecccecsctseeseeeees 

ee ame e nee meee eee eee eee eeseaeeeeseaneeeeosean ease aesueeeeeeaeeeeute 

eer eee ee aer ase e ee eer eee sraeseasreseeeraeeaeeeeseeeeaw es aes ses eeeeee 

ewe ee ee eee eae meee eee weave eseaeee es ese see HeHaeeeeeseeaeetoeorve 

WORK WITH ADOPTIVE PARENTS 
  

What factors determine which agolicants the society accepts in 

terms of: 
  

  

a . e . . ° . - . s . . . a) Geographical Location... sc cece c sere eeeeteues 

b) Agee ccccscccc cece ccc eee eee eee ete tte e nee esse eee ee rhe nes 

c) Religion (denomination/practice) see erase eee see re reece ecas 

d) HEALED. cee cec cscs cece cece eet ee eee teen eee tena tee e ene sen ees 

e) Natural children in family/childlessness.. sce sc cece cs eeees 

F) Previous GiVOTCO. rece cece cere eta etree eens se etcensesnees 

g) Wivescontinuing to work after Dlacementsrccsceccccereseseras 

Are other social workers, Health Soard. personnel, clergy etc. 

used for all or gart of the assessment-or olacement. 
  

  

ec mene nae en ec een r ane ee eee enesresr eee e sans se eeoeeaeeeeee ae ee re sees 

Are you particularly looking for adoptive oarents for children 

TIIN SOSCLal Needs, Go. Over omens., Colour, Onysical/mental 

handicap. If sa do the same factors apoly as in question l. 

  

  

wcrc cece meee cere Haase see eee Hes eH sere eetceeeserereseeaseneeeeere 

eee ewe cre nse rc cn reese eens esesseseasesesesserenseseseasesese
srs 

vss
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7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

“WORK WITH ADOPTIVE PARENTS 
  

If a couple is turned down as adootive parents with your society 

Is tner a pea son or commitctee within the society to whom they can 

appeal. 

  

  

  

eeoesecesese sec eeee ee eerste ee wore eee ero wae ner esos oeoeeseseaetesee see Reo eee eo ees 

Do you have group meetings for prospective adopters? If so do you 
  

‘ake enquiries oerore hand as to whether they would be eligible. 
  

Ate meetings for the purpose of information giving only. {is attenc 
  

  

at a meeting compulsory. 

gw eC OOOOH HT HOHE OH MORO RETO MRE HH ORE HH OR ER HHH MEM HOR HEH HHH EH OH ES 

Pa ae er nee ee ae eS ee DSS 2 i 

Gn average how long can apolicants expect to wait:- 
  

a) Before aSsSeSSMENt DEGENS. cree cscs ers ercneee eee erereseereaees 

_b) After the assessment is completed before a child is placed.... 

ee ae O88 OO 8 8 8 Oe Oe oe ew ee 8 ae eee 4 ee ee Hee ewe RE Hoe Cee er ee oa 

Are adopters offered a choice of sex/age/colauring of child. 
  

SORE E BOE ORO EOE T EE HERE HE SETHE DOES OH ET Ooo HOH EL OREO EES 

’ 

Ooes your society give information on background of child. 
  

a) Verbally to adoptive parents ...cccsces ees cesccecccccreetseecs 

b) In writing to adaptive parentsrecssessssssseccceseesescreeces 

c) In form of Letter to the child from S.W. or natural parents... 

d) Photograph of natural parent /sSibling...cersccresceccseesaceae 

e) Does information include details of child's previous placements, 

Blace of Birth... etoscwccacacarecseeeeneeeecnsassseescecercens 

f) Does this include Christian name given to child by natural mathe 

g) Does this include medical information/copy of medical report 

CMO HMO EHH EAS AEH MOTO LEMTO HCE EH HTHEF OH HEHE BOTA ME HEHEHE OOO Sw 

Does your society's adoption worker visit after placement. If 

$0; for how long. 
  

een ee eee am een ao eo eee ese eeeoseeceneseeoeae eae eoce ses ae sesorte eta aeeeeo eee ane tceee 

In case of difficulty does your society orovide legal assistance. 
  

ee ena e eee en en arate eoneaaneeeeannaseeaae scene te eee ease eeeeeeaeseteeeeoe eee eran 

  
Do you expect orospective adooters ta obtain legal advice indeo- 

endently. 

Cem mee eee ew eee HAO Hm ETO HEE HEH HHH HEH EH HE EE EHH SHS LC HEHE OH EH EES
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