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Foreword 

‘Now you've got me thinking’ 
Explores the opinions and ideas of a selection of young 
women from Cherry Orchard on the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, and the effect the Convention has 

on their lives and lives of other children in Ireland. 

Welcome to “Now you’ve got me thinking!”, the product of a considerable 
amount of work by the Young Women’s Group in the Barnardos 

Springboard Project in Cherry Orchard, Dublin. 

Congratulations to the young women on an extremely interesting and 

thought-provoking piece of work. 

Many thanks to the project staff for the help and support provided to the 

young people in completing this project. The thoughts and ideas expressed 
in this booklet are those of the five young women and have not been edited 

or influenced in any way by Barnardos. 

Francis Chance, 
Regional Manager — Barnardos, 

Eastern Region Southwest 

The staff at Barnardos, Cherry Orchard; Finola, Celene, Clare, Jennifer & 

Angela would like to say a big thanks to all the girls for their hard work 

and dedication in preparing for this project. 

THANK YOU
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> 
Introduction 

Hi! Weare, Louise, Jessica, Orla, Deirdre, and Debbie we are the Young Women’s 
Group from Barnardos, Cherry Orchard, Dublin, Ireland. 

Our group first came together in May 2000, to look at some of the issues that 
effect young women. Over the past year we have covered a lot of things like: 
Healthy Eating, Hygiene, Relationships, Children’s Rights, Violence, Drugs and 
much more. However, it has not all been hard work, we have gone on plenty of 
trips: Belfast City, dinner in a fancy restaurant, and when we went to Kiltegan for 
two nights we climbed Mount Kadean....... we won't be doing that again for a 
while! 

The latest project we have been working on is this presentation for the 
International Forum for Child Welfare. We picked the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child as a topic because we had already done some work on 
Children’s Rights and wanted to explore the issues further. Following a lot of 
discussions, research, artwork and video production we finally finished our project. 

There are three pieces to our project, first is the art work, a cherty tree, our hand 
and feet painting and the patch work quilt of our Rights. These pieces of artwork 
also appear throughout this booklet. Second, is our video presentation on the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and third, is this booklet which contains 
our personal profiles, our views on the Rights of the Child and much more. 

We decided to call our booklet ‘Now you've got me thinking!’, because that’s 
exactly what it did! We hope that our presentation will ‘get you thinking’ about 
Children’s Rights and the part you can play to ensure that children receive the 
Rights we deserve. 

Thank you, 

Louise, Jessica, Orla, Debbie and Deirdre. 

Now you've got me thinking! ye 
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PERSONAL PROFILE SHEET 
  

My name is : Orla Hughes 

| am 14 years old 

This is my family tree; SP o~ 
™~ 
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I am in 3" year of secondary school 

I study the following subjects : 

English, Maths, Religion, Geography, Business Studies, P.E, C.S.P.E, Lrish, 

History, French, Science, Woodwork. 
  

  

In my spare time I like to : 

Exercise. Go out to hang out with my friends. Go out to my dad’s house. 

  

  

If I had three wishes they would be: 

1.That | can help with world peace. 
  

2.L would become a wealthy person and help my family. 
    

Now you've got me thinking! 
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PERSONAL PROFILE SHEET 

My name is : Debbie Reynolds 

lam 13 years old 

  

This is my family tree; 

Iam in 2™ year of secondary school 

I study the following subjects : 

English, Irish, History, Maths, German, Geography, Art and C.S5.P.E., Soc Ed 
and Home Economics. 

  

In my spare time I like to : 

Hang with riends shop. 

If I had three wishes they would be: 

1. For my sister to get better. 

2. To be rich and famous. 

3. To bea model.   
Now you've got me thinking! 
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PERSONAL PROFILE SHEET 
  

My name is : Louise Lawlor 

| am 14 years old 
This is my family tree; 
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me 
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3rd ITamin year of secondary school 

I study the following subjects : 
History, Maths, English, Irish, H.E, Georgraphy, Music, Religion, French, 
C.S.P.E., P.E. and Dance. 
  

  

In my spare time I like to : 

Go to the shops. 

Watch telly 
Go out with riends 

If I had three wishes they would be: 

1. To become a singer. 

2. To have lots of money 

S,   
Now you've got me thinking! 
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PERSONAL PROFILE SHEET 

My name is : Jessica Daly 

lam 13 years old 

This is my family tree; 

  

Iamin2"™ year of secondary school 

I study the following subjects : 

German, Irish, Maths, English, Home Economics, Computers 
  

In my spare time I like to : 

Play basketball, Running, and Reading   

If I had three wishes they would be: 

1. To meet Eminem. 

2.To meet Britany Spears. 

3. To be a famous singer and dancer.   
Now you've got me thinking! 
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PERSONAL PROFILE SHEET 
  

My name is :Deirdre Byrne 

| am 13 years old 
x 

_ , \¥ 
This is my family tree; X\ 

‘} 

Ul Apgie \ 
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~ 
I amin 2” year of secondary school 

I study the following subjects: 

English, Maths, Lrish, French, Science, History, Geography, Art, Social 

Education, C.S.P.E, Home .Ec. 

  

  

In my spare time I like to : 

Hang out with my friends. Go shopping and spend money. 
  

If I had three wishes they would be: 

1.To meet Westlife. 

2.To be a singer 

3. For world peace.   
Now you've got me thinking! 
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CHERRY ORCHARD   

There are 8,800 people living in Cherry Orchard. There are 1,220 houses in 

Cherry Orchard. There are 56 new houses in the area. The names of the estates 
are ; Elmdale, Cloverhill, Croftwood, Gallanstown, Raheen. Here are some 

facilities in the area ; The Bungalow, The Community Centre, The Houses, The 

Shops, Clubs, The Fields and Barnardos. These-are the types of transport in the 
area ; train, bus, car, lorry, truck, bicycle and vans. 

There are a lot of young people in the area. 43.4% of the population are under 

24 years old: Here are some things that young people in Cherry Orchard do in 
their spare time ; go shopping, summer project, swimming, discos, after school 
clubs, babysitting, drama, scouts, karate, Irish dancing and football clubs. 

TOP TEN THINGS WE LIKE ABOUT CHERRY ORCHARD   

1. People — especially the boys! 
2. Clubs 
3. Barnardos 
4. Fields to lie down when it is sunny 

5. Near to Liffey Valley and town for shopping 
6. New houses 
7. Community centre 

8. Facilities like counselling 

9. Good transport 
10. Good community spirit 

SOME THINGS WE WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE   

Places to play 

Playground 

Improve some-people (like drug dealers) 

Stop joy riding and litter problem 

Graffiti 

A few more trees 

School 

Cinema and other facilities 

Swimming pool 

Gym 

Facilities for young people (like drop in centre and internet café) 

Clean up the area e
e
e
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Now you've got me thinking! 
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Article 2 — Non-Discrimmination 

Do I need this right? 

Yes! It means that every child is treated the same and not discriminated against 
and that their rights are equal. 

Why? 

You need this right so you won't feel different from everybody and for peace. 

Are there groups in Ireland that are discriminated against? 

Yes, black people and travellers. 

Is this fair? 

No, because if white people were black and they were getting harassed, they 
would not like it. 

Is every child in Ireland treated the same? 

No, because there are homeless children on the streets. 

¢ AtSchool: 

Not really, as some people don’t have to do some things. Also, some 
children are bullied at school. 

¢ By Health Care: 

Some children don’t have health care. 

¢ In Home Life: 

No, some children are abused and neglected. 

Who is responsible for ensuring this right is upheld? 

The Government. 

Some things that work well: 

Learning about different people and cultures at school. 

Some things that need to change: 

More chances to learn and mix with people from other cultures. Also, to put 

more ramps in places for children with disabilities. 

Now you've got me thinking! oy 
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Article 3 — Best Interest of the Child 

Do I need this right? 

Yes. 

Why? 

Because, for example, if a child’s mother and father decide to get a divorce or 
separate, it should be the child that decides who they want to live with, not the 
courts who decide what is in the best interest of the child. 

Is full account taken of the best interest of the child: 

| don’t know because there is no way of knowing. 

Example Yes: 

My mum and dad took into account my best interests when deciding which 
school | should go to. 

Example No: 

Sometimes, | have to babysit when | have other plans. 

How do we know that it is taken into account: 

¢ At School: 

| don’t know, there is no way of knowing. 

¢ Inthe Family: 

It is down to the parents. 

¢ By the Health Board: 

It’s the law. 

¢ By the Courts: 

It’s the law. 

Who is responsible for ensuring this right is upheld? 

The Government, the Courts, the Health Board and the family. 

Some changes that need to take place: 

Ombudsman for children - (good change) 

f »
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Article 6 - Survival and Development 

¢ Dol need this right? 

Yes. 

Why? 

Because children need to learn to survive and develop for themselves. 

What is the infant mortality rate? 

¢ Ireland: 

Infant deaths per 1000 live births = 5.94 

@ For Travellers: 

18.1 which is three times the national average (Ireland) 

¢ For other Countries: 

Infant deaths per 1000 live births; 
UK = 5.78; France = 5.62; Germany = 5.14; Greece = 7.13; 

Bangladesh = 69.68; Finland = 3.80; India = 60.81 

Who/what can help this right happen? 

Government and families. 

Some suggestions for changes that could be made: 

The Government need to improve travellers’ accommodation and make sure 

that there are no children living on the streets. 

Now you've got me thinking! ayy 
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Article 12 - Child’s Opinion 

Do I need this right? 

Yes, | do need this right because | need people to listen to my opinion and | 

need to be heard by adults, teachers, court, etc. 

Why? 

Because it isn’t fair if other people are allowed their opinion and some people 
are not. 

Example of when your opinion Is heard: 

| did a drugs programme and everyone’s opinion was allowed to be heard. 

Example of when it is not heard: 

School is a place where a child's opinion isn’t really heard. 

When is the child’s opinion heard? 

At home; in a club; in some places. 

How could it be heard more: 

People could pay more attention to listen and they would be heard more. 

Who is responsible for ensuring this right is upheld? 

The person who is listening and giving the opinion. 

oy 
-21-





  

Article 13 - Freedom of Expression 

Do I need this right? 

Yes, | do need this right. | think that everyone should have the right so that 
everyone has their say. 

Why? 

Everyone’s say makes a huge difference in everybody’s lives. 

When did you have an opportunity to express your own opinion: 

In school. | was asked where | wanted to go on the class tour and the whole 

class got to express their opinions too. 

Should everyone be allowed express their opinions/attitudes/feelings? 

@ Racist: | don’t think that racists have the right to harass or abuse people. 

¢ Media: No, | don’t think that they should have their own opinion because 

they sometimes spread rumouts. 

Who is responsible for protecting these rights? 

The Government. 

How could there be more chances for expression of opinion: 

By getting people to listen to children’s views more often. 

Now you've got me thinking! oy 
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ARTICLE 19:=.PROTECTION FROM 

ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

The. State Has an obligation to protect 
children from all forms of maltreatment 

perpetrated by. parents or others 
responsible for their care, and to 

undertake preventative and treatment 
programmes in this regard



  

  

Article 19 - Protection From Abuse and Neglect 

Do I need this right? 

Yes. 

Why? 

To stop people who may be abusing their own children or other children. It 
also helps to protect families. 

Are children in Ireland abused or neglected: 

Yes. Unfortunately abuse and neglect happens in Ireland, but there are things 
available to help children, E.g. Social Worker, Gardai, Counselling. 

What happens to them: 

They get hit, battered, punched and locked in rooms. They may be raped. 

They may start to feel worthless if people are always saying nasty things and 
making them feel unwanted. 

Who should help them: 

Another family member, Social Services or Childline. 

Who are the people who should be protecting children? 

Parents, Family, Friends, Close relations, Government and Children 
themselves. 

An example of where it went wrong: 

When a child has been abused and it takes a long time before anything is done 

to protect the child. 

Now you've got me thinking! We 
-25-



ARTICLE 24 —- HEALTH AND HEALTH 

SERVICES 

The child has the tight to the enjoyment of 
the highest iattainable standard of health 
possible and to have access to health and 

medical services 

 



  

Article 24 - Health and Health Services 

Do I need this right? 

Yes, | do need this right because you should be able to go to the doctors when 

you need to and not have to pay for it. 

Why? 

Because there are some people who cannot pay the bills for the doctors, so 
they do not go. Then they get sicker and sicker. 

Have children in Ireland got a good standard of health? 

| think that it is not as bad as some other countries such as, third world 

countries, where there is only just now medical attention. 

Have children / travellers in other countries — E.U / Third world got a good 

standard of health? 

No, because there is no medication given out to help all the sick people. 

If you got sick are there hospital beds available? 

Not always. 

Is there a waiting list? 

Yes, there is a waiting list of 2583 children in this country. 

What makes a good doctor? 

| think a doctor is supposed to look after his/her patients and you should be 
able to talk to your doctor in confidence. 

Who is responsible for making sure sick children get treatment? 

The parents, the hospitals and the Government. 

What needs to change? 

The waiting list in the hospitals should be changed. 

ayy 
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Article 28 - Education 

Do I need this right? 

Yes. 

Why? 

To get a good job so you can make something out of yourself. 

Is their free education for children in Ireland? 

Books: No, but some schools operate a book rental scheme. 

Transport: No, not in Cherry Orchard. 
Lunch: No. 

Uniforms: — No. t
-
t
e
 @
 

How much does it cost on average per year to send a child to school? 

Uniform = €144 Tracksuit = £40 School Jacket = £32 

Books = £20 Copies, pens, etc = £30 Transport = © 115 

Food = €495 Shoes = £20 Registration = £20 

Total = £916 

What makes a good school teacher? 

A teacher that prepares her lesson and a teacher that has a bit of fun. 

Do all children/travellers go to school? 

No 

Why don’t they go? 

They don’t like school or might find it hard. It might not interest them as the 

style of education in Ireland doesn’t suit some people. 

Who is responsible for ensuring that all children get a good education? 

The Minister of Education and the family. 

What is discipline in schools like? 

Detentions, late sheet, teachers shout. 

Give an example: 

If late three times during the week, you have to stay in at lunch and write an 
essay. 

ayy 
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Poem 

Know your rights, 
Keep them within your sights. 

Tell every child you know, 
That the UN is the way to go. 

We're glad to know, 

There are people there, 

Who want to treat 

Us children fair. 

So live your life 
With this in mind, 
It’s good to treat 

All children kind. 

Now you've got me thinking! ye 
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