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Introduction 

 

Barnardos is Ireland's leading independent agency for children and families. Barnardos is 

committed to the best interests of children and young people in Ireland, promoting and 

respecting their rights in all of our work 

We do this by:  

• Providing a wide range of services which seek to respond effectively to the needs of 

children and their families, 

• Increasing the understanding and skills of parents and professionals, 

• Influencing the development of policy and provision for children and families in 

Ireland, as a vocal and credible advocate for children. 

Barnardos is established in the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand. 

 

 

 

Barnardos’ Mission Statement 
 

   “Barnardos is committed to the best interests of 

children and young people in Ireland, promoting and 

respecting their rights in all of our work.” 
 

 

 

 

In this information pack, we overview the life and work of Dr. Thomas Barnardo and trace the 

development of Barnardos in Ireland throughout the years, highlighting our various services to 

children and their families, and also our priorities for the future. 

***** 
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Thomas Barnardo 

 

Thomas Barnardo was born in Dublin in 1845, the son of a furrier. His schooling included 

Sunday school, parish day school and St Patrick’s Cathedral Grammar School, Dublin. At the age 

of 16 he was apprenticed to a wine merchant. 

 

Barnardo became strongly evangelical. He taught Bible classes in Dublin and became a member 

of the Dublin YMCA - and often gave talks there. One day he heard James Hudson Taylor, a 

pioneer missionary, speaking in Dublin about the work of the Inland China Mission. Barnardo 

believed his future lay in such work. However he first planned to study medicine in London. It 

was here that he began his missionary work in the East End, visiting beer houses, penny gaffs 

(little theatres), and homes.  

 

One night, Barnardo met a local boy, Jim Jarvis, who told him about his life and the experiences 

of the other children he knew. This meeting had a profound effect on Barnardo. He was torn 

between his work in east London and his preparation for medical missionary work in China - 

and wrote about it. As a result, he was offered a significant sum of money to continue his work 

with children in east London. The East End Juvenile Mission was established and in 1870 he 

started his first 'home' in a rented house in Stepney Causeway. He took to the streets to 'rescue' 

children and to bring them to the home. He registered as a medical practitioner in London, and 

was elected a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, in Edinburgh in 1880. In the space of 

seven years or so, and still not thirty, Barnardo had established a ragged school, a home (and 

employment agency), and a mission church. In 1873 he married Syrie Louise Elmslie. In the 

same year the first home for girls opened at Mossford Lodge. Seven years later a Village Home 

for Girls was opened.  

 

By the time Thomas Barnardo turned fifty, he had developed a heart condition - and he was 

required to take a period of absolute rest. By 1903 he was in significant difficulties. Despite 

periods of convalescence, he died on 19th September1905. By that time he had established a 

large network of homes caring for about 8000 children including many with physical or mental 

disabilities.  Subsequent to his death the Barnardo child care movement flourished adapting itself 

to the changing needs of children and families. From the 1960s onwards the emphasis shifted 

from caring for children in residential homes to services that supported families to stay together. 
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***** 

Key dates in the history of Barnardos Republic of Ireland 

1962 – Barnardos employed its first social workers in the Republic of Ireland. They were located 

in Cork, Dublin and the Northern border counties. Up until then the main focus of Barnardos’ 

Irish work was in Northern Ireland with some assistance given to families in the border counties 

and Dublin, as part of Barnardos’ boarding out scheme.  

1973 - Barnardos was formally recognised as a non-denominational organisation. Its main aim 

changed from working in children’s homes to preventative work aimed at “keeping families 

together”. It was decided that in Dublin work should be in communities where it was most 

needed. Offices were opened in Harold’s Cross. In the same year a second hand bus was bought 

from CIE and started to operate as a pre-school in Rialto and Sheriff Street.  It was eventually 

decided that the bus could be used as a base from which a local community could organise its 

own facilities for pre-school children. 

1976 – Following Dublin Corporation’s decision to extend its back up services for community 

playgroups, two organisers were employed in Dublin 1 and Dublin 8. Barnardos agreed to act as 

the employer of the organiser in Dublin 1 while the Little Sisters of the Assumption employed 

the organiser in Dublin 8.  

1976 – The bus was withdrawn from Rialto and Sheriff Street. 

1977 – Children’s groups, a toy library, and a resource information centre were set up in 

Avonbeg in Tallaght..  The day nursery in Millbrook in Tallaght was established        

1977 - The Adoption Advice Service was established. It was considered that there was a need in 

Ireland for an independent service to provide a central focus for anyone with a problem related 

to adoption where information, advice and counselling would be available. The purpose was to 

complement existing adoption agency services.  

1984  - By now Barnardos had established the main focus of its work. Social Work Services had 

extended to Dun Laoghaire, where fostering and counselling single parents was the main thrust 

of the work. Day nurseries in Tallaght and Blanchardstown had been established. A Special 

Needs Service had been established in Tallaght for young children with developmental delay and 

their families.  The community playgroup advisory service developed with two children’s buses 
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being used as a back up training resource. Work with Travellers began in the early 1980s starting 

for a limited period in Ballyfermot and then moving to Dunsink Lane – again using converted 

double decker buses. 

1985-1989 – This period saw the development of the following:  

 Tallaght Community Project (representing the split of day care work with community 

work and including the development of work in Jobstown.) 

 Mobile Education Project (development of training and advisory work with Travellers) 

 Blanchardstown Community Project (based in Mulhuddart – representing the split of day 

care and community work in the Greater Blanchardstown area ) 

 Dun Laoghaire Nursery in addition to Social Work Services. 

 Ballybrack Nursery 

1986 – Following a decision at the July meeting of the Council of Barnardo’s UK, Barnardos’ 

work in Ireland was split into two divisions, one for Northern Ireland and another for the 

Republic. 

1989-90 - Barnardos Republic of Ireland was set up as an independent child care organisation on 

1st April, 1989 

Barnardos day care service in Dun Laoghaire moved into its current premises in Tivoli Terrace 

South, a new centre in Mulhuddart was opened. Barnardos’ central office was moved to new 

offices in Christchurch Square, Dublin 8. 

1993 – The National Children’s Resource Centre was opened by the then Minister for Health, 

Brendan Howlin TD.  

1994-’95 – Family support services were established in Moyross, Co. Limerick and Edenderry, 

Co. Offaly. 

 

1996 – Sólás, Barnardos’ bereavement counselling services for children was launched. 

 

1997 – Barnardos’ Guardian ad Litem service was introduced on a pilot basis in 1997.   

Following the pilot phase it was formally launched by Mrs. Justice Catherine McGuinness in 

November 1999. 
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1998-00  - Barnardos established a regional structure, opening regional offices in Cork, Limerick 

and Galway, and in the three Eastern Regions of Dublin North (Mulhuddart), South West 

(Clondalkin) and Coastal (Dun Laoghaire).  New family support projects were established in 

Cherry Orchard (Dublin), Mahon (Cork), Ballybeg (Waterford), Southill (Limerick), Thurles, 

Athlone and Tullamore under the national Springboard Initiative, funded by the Department of 

Health and Children and the respective health boards.   A Teen Parents project was established 

in west Dublin with further funding from these sources.  The chain of Barnardos charity shops 

was expanded from four Dublin shops in Liffey Street, Rathmines, Clondalkin and Dun 

Laoghaire with new openings in Cork and Limerick.  

2000-02 – Branches of the National Children’s Resource Centre were established in Limerick, 

Athlone and Galway.    A new family support project was established in Carlow town.  The 

Origins information and tracing service for people who had been in reformatories and industrial 

schools was established, funded by the Department of Education and Science. The Old School 

House Project – working with refugee families and unaccompanied minors - was established in 

Dun Laoghaire.  The Barnardos shops continued to expand with new openings in Carlow, 

Wexford, Mullingar and Athlone. 

2003 – Family welfare conference services have been established under the Children Act 2001 in 

counties Cavan-Monaghan, Louth and Meath, and in Wexford, with the support of the 

respective health boards.  A new service for very vulnerable young people commenced 

operations in Mullingar. 
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Barnardos – the future 

 

Priorities for 2002 – 2005 

 

Among Barnardos aims for the period 2002 – 2005 are to: 

 

• Establish services in new locations including in Tipperary, Galway, Westmeath and 

Dublin. 

 

• Develop its role as an advocate for children in Ireland. 

 

• Develop with children and young people a positive sense of their identity and potential. 

 

• Work with children who face particular challenges in making transitions in their lives. 

 

• Enable children and young people to develop resilience in dealing with adversity and the 

challenges of their everyday lives. 

 

• Celebrate difference and commit to providing inclusive services for children, young 

people and their parents in diversity. 
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Barnardos Services 

 

Family Support 

Barnardos believes that every child has the right to reach his or her full potential. Family 

Support Services help children who face barriers like poverty, family violence, abuse, neglect, 

bereavement, substance misuse or early school leaving. 

Barnardos' Family Support Services are located at the heart of local communities. They 

provide services tailored to meet the needs of the individual family and community, offering 

real support for families under stress and living in disadvantaged areas. Every family 

experiences stress at some point, and help may be simple and practical or it may require 

deeper solutions. The right support at the right time can often prevent a difficult situation 

reaching crisis point. 

Family support is there from babyhood to teenage years, and from teenage parents to 

grandparents. Involving parents in the work with their children is crucial to success. Family 

support is dedicated to focusing on children in the context of their family. 

Family support is not a rigid formula but is tailored to respond to the needs of a community 

or a group of children. Barnardos' Family Support Services currently include:  

After School Programmes – Barnardos works with children who are at risk of 

leaving school early. The transition from primary school to second level education is a 

period when some children are at risk of dropping out of school altogether. 

Barnardos’ breakfast clubs, after-school groups and homework clubs help to prevent 

this from happening.  

 

Teenage Parenting Project – This service provides one to one support to pregnant 

and post-natal teenagers for a period of up to three years, aiming to enhance their 

general well being and to ensure that the young women can avail of all opportunities 

open to them. The project, based in Dublin is managed by Barnardos in collaboration 

with the Coombe Women’s Hospital and funded by the South Western Area Health 

Board.  
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Other services include: parent and toddler groups, toy libraries, lone parents support 

groups parenting programmes. services for the Traveller community, homework and 

laundry facilities for homeless families living in B&B accommodation, special needs 

service for children with disabilities, summer projects and  individual/family 

counselling. 

   

National Children’s Resource Centre 

Barnardos National Children's Resource Centre is a unique resource of information, training 

and research to families, professionals and the general public, with the aim of improving the 

lives of children in Ireland.  

The NCRC operates from Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Athlone and Galway. It supports parents 

in their parenting role by offering contacts for support groups, parenting courses, training or 

the latest research and publications on issues relating to children and childhood. Its branches 

have a large collection of books, journals and reference work on children/families and 

childcare 

 

Training  

The National Children's Resource Centre offers childcare training to professionals, staff of 

voluntary and statutory organisations, and disadvantaged communities and parents. Training 

is provided in a wide variety of areas including: child protection, child development, 

childcare as an enterprise, legislation, adoption, bereavement, play and parenting. We will 

tailor our courses in response to the needs of the participants.  

 

Publications  

The National Children's Resource Centre publishes booklets, training manuals, research and 

other materials.  A copy of our latest publications catalogue can be downloaded from the 

Barnardos website. 
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Sólás - Bereavement Counselling especially for Children  

Sólás is Barnardos' counselling service for children who have suffered the painful loss of a 

parent, carer, sibling or significant other person in their lives through death. The aim of the 

service is to help children understand death, to help them grieve and so equip them to cope 

with their loss 

Sólás offers: 

Advice and Information -  

A confidential telephone help-line is open to parents/adults Monday - Friday 10am - 12 noon 

on 01-473 2110.  It provides information, support and advice to anyone who might need it. 

Counselling  

Individual and family counselling (by appointment) in Dublin and Cork. 

Training  

To groups who are involved with children who have been bereaved, eg teachers.  

 

 

Adoption Advice Service 

Barnardos Adoption Advice Service provides independent confidential advice to anyone 

with an interest in adoption, whether they have been adopted, they are parents with adopted 

children or birth parents. Many of the users of the service have also experienced separation 

from their birth parents and families through fostering or growing up in the care system.  

The Adoption Advice Service offers: 

 A confidential telephone help-line which is open Tuesday: 2.00pm - 5.00pm and 

Thursday: 10.00am - 2.00pm on 01-454 6388 

 Information evenings for adopted people on tracing and reunion issues that may 

arise for them. 

 Individual and/or group counselling 

 Training in adoption issues. 

 

Origins 

This is an independent information and tracing service for adults raised in institutional care 

in Ireland. It is for people who wish to access personal information held by the Department 
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of Education and Science concerning their stay in industrial or reformatory schools. The 

service aims to: 

• Provide a safe environment for people to receive their personal records. 

• Support people who wish to trace parents, siblings or other relatives 

• Prepare family members for possible outcomes of the tracing process 

• Provide an intermediary service for family reunions 

• Provide post-reunion support as appropriate 

• Seek and incorporate the views of service users in the evolution and development of 

the new service. 

 

Beacon - Guardian ad Litem Service 

Barnardos' Beacon - Guardian ad Litem (Guardian at Law) Service provides children 

involved in family law proceedings with an independent voice in court. A Guardian Ad 

Litem is an experienced and qualified person, with expertise in working with children. 

 

A Guardian ad Litem is appointed by the Court and advises on what is in the best interest of 

the child concerned. The Guardian ad Litem also makes the judge aware of the child's own 

wishes. The Guardian ad Litem consults with the child, the child's family, Health Board and 

any other statutory or non-statutory organisations who know the child and the family. These 

consultations are crucial to ensure that the child's best interests are presented independently 

to the Court. 

 

Barnardos Beacon - Guardian ad Litem Service was established in 1997. Staff are based in 

Dublin and Cork, but work on cases from all over Ireland. 

 

Children in family law proceedings remains an area of continued debate. The Beacon 

Guardian ad Litem Service can make a real difference - in the best interests of children and 

in the interests of justice in promoting better outcomes for children who are subjects of legal 

proceedings. 
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Other Barnardos Services/Activities 

Fundrais ng i

Some of Barnardos work is funded by various government and health board grants. Other 

sources of income include: fundraising activities (eg. Pennies From Heaven), donations from 

individuals as well as a number of companies and the Barnardos charity shops. These shops 

are located throughout the country. They offer a wide variety of quality second hand goods 

donated by the public. They are run by volunteers. All profits go directly back to Barnardos 

to help fund our services. 

Advocacy 

In the Barnardos Annual Review 2001-2002 Chief Executive, Owen Keenan states that 

“significant political action will be required if pressures on families are to be relieved. To this 

end Barnardos is convinced of the need to advocate effectively with, and on behalf of 

children, young people and families.”  To this end Barnardos began the Every Child Matters 

Campaign in March 2002, which is aimed at highlighting the realities of children’s lives in 

Ireland today. The campaign is divided into three themes: Parents Under Pressure, the 

Impact of alcohol and drugs on children and Child Poverty.  

 

Volunteering 

Barnardos volunteers work directly with children in a number of family support services and 

help in all the Barnardos charity shops. Volunteers also work in administration, 

communications and fundraising. .Barnardos appointed a full-time Volunteer Co-ordinator 

in 2001. A new volunteer policy was adopted in April 2002. 

 

***** 
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Websites, Contact Details and Resources for further information 

Barnardos National Children’s Resource Centres: 
Christchurch Square, Dublin 8 
Tel: 01 4549699 
Fax: 01 4530300 
Email:  ncrc@barnardos.ie 

 
Bowling Green, White St., Cork 
Tel: 021 4310591 
Fax: 021 4310691 
Email:  ncrc@cork.barnardos.ie 

 
10 Sarsfield Street, Limerick 
Tel: (061) 411313 
Fax: (061) 440214 
Email: ncrc@midwest.barnardos.ie 

 
River Court, Golden Island, Athlone 
Tel: (090) 6479584 
Fax: (090) 6479585 
Email: ncrc@athlone.barnardos.ie 

 
41-43 Prospect Hill 
Galway 
Tel: (091) 565058 
Fax: (091) 565060 
Email: ncrc@galway.barnardos.ie 
 
www.barnardos.ie 
For copies of our Annual Report, our guide to our services “A Guide for Parents/Carers”, our 
Strategic Plan “Making a Difference: Barnardos 2002-2005”, or our current campaign “Families 
Under the Influence”, please contact your nearest NCRC.  
 
For details of the Barnardos service nearest you, please contact one of the above centres. 
 
Every Child Matters Campaign 
www.barnardos.ie 
Email: everychildmatters@barnardos.ie 
 
Barnardos UK 
Tanners Lane 
Barkingside 
Ilford 
Essex 
IG6 1QG 
Tel: 020 8550 8822 
Fax: 020 8551 6870                                                                                                                                
Email: dorothy.howes@barnardos.org.uk 
 
Barnardos Rep of Ireland - http://www.barnardos.ie 
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Barnardos UK -                   http://www.barnardos.org/ 
Barnardos Australia -       http://www.barnardos.org.au 
Barnardos New Zealand - http://www.barnardos.org.nz 
 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/REbarnardo.htm 
A biography of Thomas Barnardo 
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