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Welcome to the latest issue of Childcare eNews 

In this issue of Childcare eNews we bring you details of two recent Barnardos events, 

the launch of our latest publication Spaces to Be Me and a conference on 

Parental Mental Health, which was opened by the Minister for State with responsibility 

for Mental Health, Kathleen Lynch, TD. There is also news of the latest developments in 

the early years sector including the follow-up programme to last year's Prime Time 

investigation Breach of Trust, the new Programmes Implementation Platform system 

and developments in Children First training. 

As always we bring you up to date on Barnardos publications, training events and 

library. 

 

We hope you all have a lovely summer. 

Best wishes 

Sinéad Lawton 

 

News and Developments 

 

Barnardos Publications Launch 

On 5th June, RTÉ One's ‘Room to Improve’ architect Dermot Bannon officially launched 

Barnardos new publication Spaces to Be Me: Quality Environments in Early Years 

Services.  

Speaking at the launch, Fergus Finlay, Barnardos Chief Executive said: 'Research has 

consistently shown that high quality early years services have the greatest impact on 

children’s outcomes. Efforts to improve the quality of services must include how spaces 
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are laid out and designed to meet children’s needs. Children learn through play so 

designing spaces to support their need to play is essential.' 

Barnardos supporter and architect Dermot Bannon said: 'Child-centred design should 

involve children. Gaining insight into what children really want and think will ensure that 

the spaces created are truly a reflection of children’s ideas. For the children, seeing their 

ideas come to life will give them confidence in their ideas and support them to develop 

feelings of self-worth.' 

(See the Publication section below for more information on the contents of this book) 

 
 
 
(Dermot Bannon with some helpers at the launch of Spaces to be Me) 

  

 

Highlights Worrying Gaps in Mental Health Support for Families 
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On 19th June, Barnardos hosted the conference Patients. Parents.People. Towards 

integrated services for families experiencing mental health difficulties at Croke Park. The 

conference was opened by the Minister of State with responsibility for Mental Health, 

Kathleen Lynch TD. The day started with some searingly honest and courageous 

stories, told from the perspective of children and parents, about how mental health 

issues had had profound effects on people’s lives. It finished with a moving speech by 

Robert Dunne, one of our own project leaders, that highlighted a number of real-life 

stories. In between there was a lot of strong analysis and discussion about the steps we 

need to take as a society to destigmatise mental health and to ensure that the effect of 

mental health challenges on the wider family, and especially on children, are adequately 

dealt with. 

 

Ireland’s Housing Crisis 

 

 

 

Barnardos is seriously concerned about the scale of the housing crisis now facing many 

low income families, particularly those reliant on social welfare. We are seeing first-hand 

the devastating effect of homelessness on children in our services. Barnardos are 

working to lobby our Government to address the housing crisis and protect children and 

families at risk of homelessness. Read more on this here. 

 

Early Years Care and Education  

 

Prime Time Investigation 
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The Prime Time investigation shown at the beginning of June on 

the anniversary of the broadcast Breach of Trust, reveals there 

are still grave concerns about the quality of care in crèches and 

preschools. In light of the findings, Barnardos feels it is no wonder 

many parents remain concerned about their own childcare 

arrangements. 

 

Following the expose last year, we have seen small steps towards improvement with the 

Government’s announcement of its Quality Agenda. This promised more robust 

inspections, better training and greater regulation. Sadly, none of the measures have yet 

been fully implemented and progress has been painfully slow. 

 

If we are serious about improving the quality of early years services we must see a 

comprehensive implementation plan for this Quality Agenda, including the publication of 

the Early Years Strategy, serious political will to drive improvements and realistic 

investment to make sure all children have access to quality services. You will find more 

information here. 

 

DCYA Announces New PIP System 

 

The Programmes Implementation Platform (PIP) is a new online system that will 

streamline the administrative processes across the three national childcare funding 

programmes (ECCE, TEC and CCS). The objectives of PIP are to reduce paperwork 

and duplication of effort, simplify administration and enable the programmes to be 

managed more effectively and efficiently. 

 

PIP is an integrated web-accessible system which has been designed to enhance the 

service experience of childcare service providers and the other stakeholders involved: 

City/County Childcare Committees, Pobal and DCYA.   

 

NEYAI National Conference 

 

The NEYAI national conference took place on 24th May 2014. The main focus of the 

event was the presentation of key findings from the national evaluation of the 11 NEYAI 

projects. Read the relevant reports here.  

 

Launch of the National Early Years Children First Training Programme 
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The National Early Years Children First Training Programme was 

launched on June 17th, 2014. This new programme has been 

developed in partnership with TUSLA and the roll out is being co-

ordinated by the National Early Years Children First Committee, 

an interagency committee tasked with the implementation of 

Children First in the Early Years Sector. The Programme has 

been developed by the National Early Years Children First 

Committee and funded by the Department of Children and Youth 

Affairs. It is chaired by Kathryn O’Riordan, Cork City Childcare 

Committee and includes representatives from Louth County Childcare Committee, 

Dublin City Childcare Committee, Fingal County Childcare Committee, TUSLA Children 

First Office, TUSLA Pre-School Inspectorate, Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta, Comhar 

Naíonraí na Gaeltachta, Barnardos, Childminding Ireland and Early Childhood Ireland.   

 

Barnardos Publications  

 

Spaces to be Me: Quality Environments in Early Years Services 

 

Spaces to Be Me supports early years educators with the ideas, 

knowledge and resources needed to provide quality environments 

for the children with whom they work. The book looks at the 

impact of environments on children – how poor environments can 

stifle learning and creativity while rich, challenging and stimulating 

environments can enhance all aspects of the child’s 

experience. Spaces to Be Me examines structure and design 

features, role of the adult, types of play, resources required and, 

above all, the interplay between each child and the environment, 

which is dynamic and ever-changing. It encourages reflection on 

all aspects of the environment, both indoors and outdoors, natural and man-made, and 

includes the hard and soft features, the interactions, the equipment and resources that 

educators should provide to make their environments as stimulating, rich and nurturing 

in response to children’s needs as they can.  

 

Buy this publication now online for 25 euro or contact us at resources@barnardos.ie or 

phone 01 4530355 

 

ChildLinks (Issue 1, 2014) Children's Health 
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This latest edition of ChildLinks contains articles from the Growing 

Up in Ireland Study; the Cork Children’s Lifestyle Study; 

Barnardos; Child and Health Screening, HSE; The Children’s 

Sports Participation and Physical Activity Study; and two early 

years educators. 

 

Buy this publication now online for 3 euro.  

Subscription to ChildLinks, issued three times per year, is 

included in the annual membership fee of Barnardos’ Library. 

For non-members there is a charge of €3 per issue (plus postage) or an annual 

subscription of €12 inclusive of postage. If you are not a member and would like 

to take out a subscription please contact us. 

 

Coming Soon - Quality Adult-Child Interactions in Early Years Services  

Research on quality provision in the early years and positive outcomes for children has 

led to an increasing recognition of the central role of relationships and interactions 

between practitioners and children. This book aims to support early childhood 

practitioners to explore current theory and best practice on the central core role of their 

profession: relationships and interactions, quite simply on ‘being with’ young children. It 

will guide practitioners in their day-to-day practice and can be used as a tool for 

continuing professional development.  

  

 

Coming Soon - Your young child's behaviour - How you can help 

 

This booklet is for parents of young children up to the age of six. It 

aims to give parents a better understanding of their child's 

behaviour and what it is that their child is trying to communicate 

through their behaviour. It also offers some ideas that parents 

might find helpful in guiding them to support appropriate 

behaviour. 

 

Keep an eye on our website for these books coming out soon. 
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Barnardos Training and Consultancy  
  

Our training events have been designed based on a combination 

of current thinking and evidence-based practice. All training is 

delivered by knowledgeable and highly experienced trainers. In 

order to provide effective learning experiences for participants, 

our training events are engaging and interactive. We provide a 

space to deepen existing knowledge, explore new ideas and 

strengthen practice skills. For more information contact 

training@barnardos.ie  

 

  

Barnardos Library 

Barnardos Library Temporary Closure 

  

Due to renovation work in Barnardos Head Office, Barnardos 

Library will be closed to visitors from the 23rd June until 19th 

August. 

  

Access to our library catalogue will continue to be available to 

search online 24/7 and our DVD collection will still be available to borrow but not to 

browse. We will also continue to operate a phone service (01 4549699). Print 

resources in the library collection will be unavailable to consult or borrow during 

this time. 

  

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

 

Upcoming Events 

66th OMEP World Assembly and International Conference 

Hosted by OMEP Ireland and the School of Education, University College Cork 
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Dates: World Assembly - 1st and 2nd July 2014; International Conference - 2nd-5th July 

2014  

Venue: University College Cork 

 

The Conference theme is Children's Cultural Worlds and the subthemes are: 

1. Play and Creativity 

2. Friendships, Relationship and Identities 

3. Digital Childhood 

4. Influences on Early Learning 

5. Sustainable Development 

6. Cultural Experiences and Heritage 

 

Get more details here. 

 

Ensuring the Rights of the Child and Family-based Services - International Foster 

Care Organisation 2014 European Conference 

Date: 26th-29th August 2014 

Venue: Waterford Institute of Technology 

The conference will cover topics including preventative measures which support families 

to stay together, quality of foster care, family and individual supports and intervention, 

reintegration of families, after care for care leavers, research, outcomes and impact of 

foster care at individual, family, societal, policy and international levels. 

Further details are available on the IFCO website. 
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