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Welcome to the latest issue of Early Years eNews 

As we await the upcoming Budget, there have been a number of significant 

developments in the early years sector over the last few months, in 

particular the formation of the Early Years Forum. This Forum will allow for 

consultation between the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and 

key representatives from the sector, which is greatly welcomed. Another 

key development is the establishment of a Childminding Collaborative 

Working Group which will focus on the future for Childminders in Ireland. 

 

This issue of Early Years eNews also has information about a number of 

reports recently launched, as well as news and updates about 

Barnardos Learning and Development Service's publications, training and 

library. 

 

We have a number of events coming up, including the launch of a new free 

publication for early years educators on the Key Person Approach and a 

free event for parents on choosing childcare. We hope to see many of you 

at one or both of these. 

http://www.barnardos.ie/getting-involved/barnardos-enewsletters/enewsletters-subscribe.html?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=EmailArchive&utm_campaign=Enewsletters
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News and Developments 

National Collaborative Forum for the Early Years Care and Education 

Sector 

 

The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 

Dr Katherine Zappone, has established the 

National Collaborative Forum for the Early 

Years Care and Education Sector, which 

will be known as the Early Years Forum. 

The Forum will facilitate the discussion of issues of relevance among key 

stakeholders, as well as enabling consultation and engagement between 

the Minister, key Department of Children and Youth Affairs officials, and 

key representatives of the sector. 

The first meeting of the Forum took place on 28th September where the 

Minister proposed that the Early Years Forum will: 

 Provide a forum wherein issues of concern to the sector can be 

raised, discussed and, where feasible, resolved. 

 Provide a forum for exchange of ideas in relation to early years policy 

and operational issues, and priority of actions. 

 Ensure that the implications for the early years sector of policy 

proposals being considered by the Department are examined and 

understood. 

 Advise the Department on, and inform future policy development in 

relation to, the early years sector. 

http://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20160602ChildCareRegs2016.PDF


 Assist in effective communication with the wider early years sector; 

all members of the group will communicate effectively with their 

constituents on the work and content of the Forum. 

Read more information about the Forum. 

 

Childminding Collaborative Working Group 

 

Childminding Ireland is chairing a Childminding Collaborative Working 

Group, which includes Barnardos, to work together to help shape the future 

for Childminders in Ireland. The Working Group will: 

 Research and consult the reforms and supports parents, 

Childminders and the early years sector seek in relation to the 

Childminding sector. 

 Draw on international best practice, propose (and cost where 

appropriate) a model of reforms and supports for the Childminding 

sector in the short- (over the next one to three years), medium- (over 

the next three to five years) and long-term (over the next five to ten 

years). 

 Put forward proposed reforms for consideration by the Department of 

Children and Youth Affairs. 

 

‘Doing the Sums: The Real Cost of Providing Childcare’ 

 

Today, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Katherine Zappone TD, 

will launch a report entitled 'The Real Cost of Providing Childcare' 

produced by Early Childhood Ireland.  

 

The Report represents the first ever comprehensive national review of the 

cost of running childcare services of varying sizes, explores whether the 

existing funding models are capable of supporting viable and sustainable 

http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=3933


childcare services, examines current trends in childcare provision, and 

makes recommendations toward the ultimate goal of achieving quality, 

affordable and sustainable childcare for all. The Report will make a 

valuable contribution to both current discussions on Budget 2017 and the 

future development of childcare policy and investment. 

 

Increase in Capital Funding for ECCE 

In July, Dr Katherine Zappone, TD announced that more than €6.5m in 

capital funding has been allocated through the Department of Children and 

Youth Affairs to 1,006 pre-school providers nationwide. This represents an 

increase of over 2.5m on the amount of €4m announced for this 

programme in February 2016. Grants of up to €10,000 per provider are 

being provided. Read more about this funding. 

 

A Parent’s Guide to the National Childcare Funding 

Programmes 2016/2017 

 

Dublin City and Roscommon CCCs have produced 

a guide for parents which provides information about the 

national childcare funding programmes. 

  

 

'The Lost Boys' Report 

 

http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?Docid=3819&CatID=11&mn=&StartDate=1+January+2016
http://www.d1058877-33668.cp.blacknight.com/index.php/publications/parent-resources
http://www.d1058877-33668.cp.blacknight.com/index.php/publications/parent-resources


During their pre-school years children learn so much – 

discovering through play, and starting to speak and 

understand others. Save the Children in the UK have 

recently published a report that looks at how a fifth of all 

five-year-olds in England are falling behind in the crucial 

early language and communication skills they need to 

thrive and succeed, a figure which rises to a quarter of 

five-year-old boys. This report examines the scale of 

this hidden issue, and the consequences of falling behind in language and 

communication. It quantifies, for the first time, the impact of the gender gap 

at age five on primary school attainment.  

 

Ombudsman for Children Strategic Plan 2016–2018 

 

The Ombudsman for Children has published their Strategic Plan 2016-

2018. The plan has three key objectives: 

 Objective 1: To increase awareness of children and young people’s 

rights, the UNCRC and the role of OCO. 

 Objective 2: To build capacity among public organisations whose 

work impacts on children and young people to develop and 

implement a child rights based approach to their practice. 

 Objective 3: To influence positive change for and with children and 

young people in Ireland. 

 

‘Healthy Lifestyles – Have Your Say’ 

 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/The_Lost_Boys_Report.pdf
https://www.oco.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/OCO_Strategic_Plan_240516.pdf
https://www.oco.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/OCO_Strategic_Plan_240516.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/The_Lost_Boys_Report.pdf


On 22 September, a new report ‘Healthy Lifestyles – 

Have Your Say’, which gives the results of a national 

consultation of children and young people conducted by 

Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the 

Department of Health to help inform the development of 

the new national strategy to combat obesity, was 

launched. Views were obtained from children aged 8-12 

and from teenagers. 

 

Barnardos Learning and Development Service 
Upcoming Events 

PUBLICATION LAUNCH - The Key Person Approach: Positive 

Relationships with Children in the Early Years  

 

Date & Time:  Mon 17th Oct | 2pm  

Location: Barnardos, The Mall House, Slievenamon 

Road, Thurles, Co Tipperary 

 

On 17th October, Barnardos will be launching a free 

booklet for early years educators on the Key Person 

Approach in Thurles, with a presentation from the author, Michele 

McDermott. The booklet provides information on what the key person 

approach is, the benefits for children, parents and educators, and what 

needs to be considered to ensure it works effectively. The publication will 

be officially launched by Fergus Finlay, Barnardos CEO. 

This booklet will be available to download free from our online shop from 

17th October. Hard copies can be ordered from us directly from that date. 

 

http://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20160922HealthLifestylesReport.pdf
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/publications/20160922HealthLifestylesReport.pdf
http://shop.barnardos.ie/
mailto:resources@barnardos.ie


At this event, we will also be celebrating the success of 

Barnardos Early Years Team in Thurles, who achieved 

Level 4 on the Siolta Quality Assurance Programme 

validation. 

 

This event is free but booking is essential. 

 

 

 

FREE PARENT'S INFORMATION EVENT - 'Choosing Childcare' 

Date & Time:  Wed 26th Oct | 4pm – 5.30pm 

Location: Library & Information Service, Barnardos, Christchurch Square, 

Dublin 8 

 

Barnardos Library & Information Service are running a free event that is 

open to all parents, students and professionals on Wed, 26th October. The 

event will include a talk from Heino Schonfeld (Early Years Development 

Manager at Barnardos) on ‘Choosing Childcare’, which will cover the 

following areas: 

 Types of childcare 

 Overview of the preschool system in Ireland 

 Síolta (National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education) 

 Aistear (Early Childhood Curriculum Framework) 

 Free Preschool Year and other types of subsidised early childhood 

care and education 

Attendees can also avail of a selection of free parenting booklets and 

resources which will be available in the library. This event is free but 

booking is essential. 

http://www.barnardos.ie/resources-advice/library/library-and-information-service.html
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim3b3skq_PAhXIAcAKHb9ICSwQFggdMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fie.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fheino-schonfeld-965b694&usg=AFQjCNEOUGB9nogldfbApOFuPea0fpaRoA
http://siolta.ie/
http://www.ncca.biz/Aistear/
http://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/childcare/ECCE_guideforparents.htm
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/publication-launch-the-key-person-approach-siolta-celebrations-tickets-28179051301


 

 

 

  

Barnardos Publications 

ChildLinks Issue 2, 2016 

 

This issue of ChildLinks contains articles from 

Barnardos; Galway and Roscommon CYPSC, TUSLA 

The Child and Family Agency and Amberley 

Montessori, Galway; Longford County Childcare 

Committee; Katharine Howard Foundation and 

National Early Years Children First Committee. 

 

You can buy this issue now for 3 euro. 

 

Coming Soon - Issue 3, 2016 will focus on the impact of homelessness on 

children and families. 

 

Protecting Children: A Child Protection Guide for Early Years and 

School Age Childcare Services (3rd Edition) 

 

http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/179-childlinks-issue-2-2016.html?search_query=childlinks&results=20
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/free-parents-information-event-choosing-childcare-tickets-28179303054


Updated for 2016, this guide provides comprehensive 

information on Child Protection covering relevant 

legislation, the policy context, principles and 

procedures. It aims to support the promotion of positive 

practice and offers guidance in relation to dealing with 

concerns about suspected or actual child abuse. 

 

You can buy this book now for 25 euro. 

 

  

Barnardos Training and Consultancy 

We are delivering a number of public events 

during October and November that will be of 

interest to a range of professionals working with 

children and families such as: 

 Children First, Child Protection Training (22 

Oct, 12 Nov, 26 Nov), 

 Designated Liaison Person Training (13 Oct, 24 Nov) and 

 Giving Evidence in Court Proceedings (27 Oct). 

 

HighScope Implementation Approach (IHA)  

 

We are also excited about delivering Implementing the HighScope 

Approach 12 day training which begins on 13th October and runs until 

August 2017.  

IHA provides children with active, participatory learning and encourages 

children to become independent thinkers and problem-solvers.  With the 

HighScope Approach children enjoy day to day learning experiences which 

incorporate things they are interested in.  In the longterm, HighScope helps 

http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/178-protecting-children-a-child-protection-guide-for-early-years-and-school-age-childcare-servcies-3rd-edition.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/166-children-first-child-protection-training-22-october-2016-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/166-children-first-child-protection-training-22-october-2016-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/159-children-first-child-protection-training-12-november-2016-cork.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/161-children-first-child-protection-training-26-november-2016-dublin-2.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/165-designated-liaison-person-training-13-october-2016-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/162-designated-liaison-person-training-24-november-2016-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/167-giving-evidence-in-court-proceedings-27-october-2016-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/169-implementing-the-highscope-approach-oct-2016-august-2017-dublin-8.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/169-implementing-the-highscope-approach-oct-2016-august-2017-dublin-8.html


in preparing children for school and for their future adult lives. The IHA 

course is for people working with children aged 2-5 years in childcare and 

education settings, including preschools, playgroups, creches and full day 

care settings. This 12 day course provides participants with a working 

knowledge of the components of HighScope's successful early early years 

care and education approach and enables them to successfully implement 

the HighScope Curriculum in their pre-school settings.  

When: Course dates 13/14 October, 11 November, 9 December 2016. 13 

January, 10 February, 10 March, 7 April, 12 May, 16 June, 14 July, 11 

August 2017 - 10.00am to 3.30pm  

Where: Dublin  

Cost €1280  per participant (including site visit)  

 

Sign up for this course now, applications close on 5 October. 

 

Contact us for more information on this IHA course. 

 

If your organisation is interested in tailored training such as Children First, 

Child Protection Training or Making the Most of Supervision Training, 

Reflective Practice or Adult-child Interactions for example please 

contact training@barnardos.ie 

 

Upcoming Events Nationwide 

To Live Out Loud: All Ireland Conference 

Explore, play and learn through the arts in 

childhood settings 

 

Date: 22 October 2016 

Venue: The Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone 

 

http://shop.barnardos.ie/public-training-events/169-implementing-the-highscope-approach-oct-2016-august-2017-dublin-8.html
mailto:training@barnardos.ie
mailto:training@barnardos.ie


This conference will look at the role of dance, movement, drama, 

storytelling, painting, music and much more in childhood settings. Keep an 

eye on www.ncn.ie for upcoming details. 
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