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Welcome to the latest issue of Early Years 
eNews 

The newly commenced provisions of the Children 

First Act, including mandated reporting, came into 

effect on 11th December and this will impact all 

those working with children. In Barnardos, we 

are busy updating our training programmes to 

reflect these changes and our new programmes will be available from 

mid-January 2018. We have produced a free parent's booklet on Child 

Protection and will have a handbook for early years educators 

available early 2018. 

 

You can find out about other Barnardos training and publications for 

2018 as well as information on our library resources in this issue. 

 

Barnardos Learning and Development team would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 

Sinéad 

http://www.barnardos.ie/getting-involved/barnardos-enewsletters/enewsletters-subscribe.html?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=EmailArchive&utm_campaign=Enewsletters
https://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/14604-parents-guide-to-national-child-protection.html
https://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/14604-parents-guide-to-national-child-protection.html


 

Meet Our Team 
  

Meet our Information and Advice Officer, Colm Carroll 

  

I am an Information and Advice Officer 

with Barnardos’ Library and Information 

Service, which is part of Barnardos 

Learning and Development team. I have 

worked with Barnardos for 16.5 years, 

based mostly in Dublin but also including 

18 months in (lovely) Limerick. I deal with most of the enquiries 

received by the information service and help to maintain the library 

collection (of physical and online resources) by cataloguing new items. 

We are kept very busy throughout the year and many Better Start and 

childcare committee staff are regular users of our library service. 

  

On behalf of my colleague Maria Rogers, Information Coordinator, and 

myself, I would like to wish all the members and users of Barnardos’ 

Library and Information Service a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

We look forward to meeting the information needs of all our service 

users in 2018 and beyond! Feel free to contact me 

at resources@barnardos.ie 

 

News and Developments 

Children First 

The newly commenced provisions of the Children First Act, including 

mandated reporting, came into effect on 11th December. This comes 

after the launch of the revised Children First: National Guidance for 

the Protection and Welfare of Children in October. 

 

mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
http://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Children_First_National_Guidance_2017.pdf
http://www.tusla.ie/uploads/content/Children_First_National_Guidance_2017.pdf


Children First E-Learning Programme 

Tusla has developed a universal e-learning 

training programme called ‘Introduction  to 

Children First’. The programme has been written 

to support people of all backgrounds and 

experience in recognising concerns about children and reporting such 

concerns if they arise. 

 

Capital 2018 Announcement  

The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs has announced that there 

will be an Early Years and a School Age Childcare Capital Programme 

in 2018. The purpose of this announcement is to alert childcare 

services about the upcoming programme and give time to prepare to 

apply for the grants. 

 

‘So, how was school today?’  Research Launched 

In November, Minister Katherine Zappone TD and Minister Richard 

Bruton TD launched the ‘So, how was school today?’ report, 

a groundbreaking piece of research carried out by young people for 

young people. More than 3,200 young voices had their say in the 

Comhairle na nÓg research which focused on the topic of 

Education. Some of the findings were: 

 75% of young people agreed or strongly agreed that they 

learned best through active learning such as quizzes, learning 

games and role play etc. 

 Young people feel that the subjects that need the most 

improvement are Mathematics, Irish, English, French, Science, 

History and Geography. 

 Just under half of young people feel they are satisfied with the 

availability of career guidance in their schools. 

 

http://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme
http://www.tusla.ie/children-first/children-first-e-learning-programme
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=4498
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=4498


Untold Damage as Children Spend Years Waiting for Essential 

Health Services 

In Spring 2017, Barnardos’ ‘Waiting Lists Affect Child Development’ 

policy-briefing examined the existing state of waiting lists for a number 

of children’s health services and the impact they are having on 

children’s development. Barnardos found widespread inconsistencies 

in the delivery of some children’s health services. Reviewing the last 

seven months of waiting list data, Barnardos is now highlighting the 

continuation of delays in Speech and Language services and Child 

and Adolescent Mental Health services, as well as widespread 

regional inconsistencies in the time children are left to wait for 

assessment and / or treatment. Read our report here. 

 

European Report puts Ireland at the Bottom of the Class on 

Education 

A recent report by philanthropic foundation Bertelsmann Stiftung ranks 

Ireland 21st out of 28 countries on education equality. Worse still, 

Ireland is at the very bottom of the table when it comes to the amount 

spent on pre-primary education. The report specifically criticises 

Ireland’s two tier secondary school system and lack of investment in 

young children. 

 

Barnardos Training and Consultancy 

With the commencement of all sections 

of the Children First Act 2015 and the 

new Children First 2017 National 

Guidance being launched and 

implemented, Barnardos Training team 

are busy updating our training 

https://www.barnardos.ie/assets/files/Advocacy/Barnardos_Waiting_List_Report_Dec_2017.pdf


programmes to reflect these changes and our new programmes will 

be available from mid-January 2018. If you are interested in tailored 

training for your organisation contact training@barnardos.ie 

 

We will also launch a number of new public training events for Spring 

2018 – check out Barnardos website for more information shortly: 

 Children First, Child Protection Training  Dublin 

 Children First, Child Protection Training Cork 

 Designated Liaison Person Training Dublin 

 Designated Liaison Person Training Cork 

All information about the courses including venues, costs, learning 

outcomes etc. will be available through Barnardos website and online 

shop. 

  

During 2018, Barnardos will also promote and deliver a range of 

workshops for early years services on topics such as Social Media for 

Early Years, Play in Early Years Services, Learning Environments in 

Early Years Services and Governance for Early Years Services in 

different locations across the country based on demand. 

Contact training@barnardos.ie to register your interest in these 

events. 

 

Free Online Course from Barnardos  

mailto:training@barnardos.ie
mailto:training@barnardos.ie


Learning Environments in the Early 

Years is designed to support early years 

educators to provide quality 

environments for the children they work 

with. This introductory elearning course is 

free to use and is suitable for anyone 

working with children. 

 

  

Barnardos Library and Information Service 

To celebrate the festive season, we are 

offering a 20% discount on all Library 

memberships up until 6th January! 

 Individual Membership - €48 

(normal price €60) 

 Student Membership - €28 (normal 

price €35) 

 Corporate Membership (teams of 3+) - €40 each (normal price 

€50 each) 

 Educational Institutions Membership (up to 5 faculty) - €160 

(normal price €200) 

Benefits of Membership include: 

 Borrowing rights to Library 

collection 

 Full off-site access to eBooks, 

Databases and Research Journals 

 Subscription to Childlinks, Barnardos’ journal (3 issues per year) 

 Monthly Members’ eUpdate – including updates on the latest 

research and reports 

https://www.barnardos.ie/what-we-do/training/elearning/introduction-to-learning-environments-in-early-years.html
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 Personal research and information query service  - think this is 

the line you wanted to remove/change? 

 Free events and priority invitations to publication launches & 

talks 

 10% discount on all Barnardos’ 

publications   

To avail of the discount, join online and enter 

the following discount code at the check out…  

Discount Code:  CHRISTMAS  

Alternatively contact the Library for more 

details. 

Tel: 01 4549699  email: resources@barnardos.ie 

 

New Books from Barnardos’ Library & Information Service 

The following titles are among those recently added to Barnardos’ 

Library collection: 

 Hart, S (Ed.). (2017). Inclusion, play and empathy: 

Neuroaffective development in children's group. London: 

Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 

 McMahon, S. & Dyer, M. (Eds.). (2018). Work-based practice in 

the early years: A guide for students. London: Routledge 

 O'Connor, A. (2018). Understanding transitions in the early 

years: Supporting change through attachment and 

resilience (2nd ed.). London: Routledge. 

 Palaiologou, I. (2016). Child observation: A guide for students of 

early childhood (3rd ed.). London: Sage. 

 Whalley, M.(2017). Involving parents in their children's learning: 

A knowledge-sharing approach (3rd ed.). London: Sage 

 

Barnardos Publications 

http://mce_host/resources@barnardos.ie
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NEW PUBLICATION 

Our Children First: A Parent's Guide to the 

National Child Protection Guidance 

 

Now available online, this free booklet provides 

parents with information on child protection and 

welfare, based on Children First: National 

Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of 

Children. Topics include: 

 What parents should know about child 

abuse. 

 The different types of child abuse. 

 What to do if you are worried that a child you know is being 

abused. 

 What you can do to make sure your own children are kept safe 

when they are in someone else’s care. 

We will have hard copies of this booklet available in the New Year. If 

you would like to order hard copies please contact us. 

 

NOW BACK IN STOCK 

Realising Potential: Equality, Diversity and 

Inclusive Practice in Early Years 

 

Realising Potential seeks to challenge, to inform 

and to support early years educators in 

addressing equality, diversity and inclusion 

issues. This book is available to buy from our 

online shop for €25. 
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We will be publishing a number of new titles in 2018 on the topics 

below. Keep an eye on our website for more details in the new year. 

 Child Protection Guide for Early Years and School Age 

Childcare Services 

 Nurturing Babies' Learning and Development in the Early Years 

 The Professionalisation of Early Years Care and Education 

 Arts in the Early Years 

 Supervision in ECCE 

 Social Media Use in ECCE 

 

Upcoming Events Nationwide 

ECI Annual Conference & AGM 2018 

Coming Together in Difference: Leadership in Inclusion, Equality & Diversity 

Croke Park Conference Centre 

April 13th & 14th 2018 

 

This conference brings people together to recognise the impact of high-quality, inclusive 

early childhood education on the lives of young children and their families, as well as the 

importance of investing in ongoing professional development for students, educators, 

managers, trainers, and all our current and future sector leaders. The conference will explore 

current and emerging practice and facilitate deep reflective thinking.  
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