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Welcome to the latest issue of Early Years 
eNews 

In this issue of Early Years eNews we bring you details of Barnardos 

new online course for early years educators on learning environments. 

This free course looks at the range and nature of environmental 

influences on children's development and practical ways educators 

can prepare and maintain indoor and outdoor environments to 

stimulate children's senses. 

 

This issue also contains information on the delivery of more affordable 

childcare from September, the Action Plan on School Age Childcare 

and capital funding for pre-school services, among other news and 

developments. 

 

Just this morning, Barnardos launched Big Toddle 2017 with a lively 

panel discussion and you can find out all you need to know about 

organising your own toddle below. 

 

You can also find out about Barnardos upcoming training and new 

publications as well as events coming up around the country over the 

http://www.barnardos.ie/getting-involved/barnardos-enewsletters/enewsletters-subscribe.html?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=EmailArchive&utm_campaign=Enewsletters


next few months. 

 

We hope you enjoy reading. 

Sinéad 

 
New Free Online Course from Barnardos - Learning 

Environments in the Early Years  

 

Learning Environments in the Early Years is a new free online course 

from Barnardos designed to support early years educators to provide 

quality environments for the children they work with. This introductory 

elearning course is free to use and is suitable for anyone working with 

children. 

 

https://www.barnardos.ie/what-we-do/training/elearning/introduction-to-learning-environments-in-early-years.html


 

 

Section 1 explores the range and nature of environmental 

influences that impact on the holistic development of children. It 

examines some of the main theories of child development, explores 

what is meant by holistic development, and identifies and examines 

the factors to consider when preparing an environment that supports 

this development. Section 1 also considers the importance of 

consultation with children, observations, assessment and review in 

relation to learning environments. 

  

Section 2 looks at practical ways early years educators can 

prepare and maintain indoor and outdoor environments designed 

to develop and stimulate children’s senses. It considers the 

stimulation balance and children’s differences in tolerance to 

https://www.barnardos.ie/what-we-do/training/elearning/introduction-to-learning-environments-in-early-years.html


stimulation and the need for quiet spaces. Section 2 also highlights 

ways to involve parents and the wider community in environments for 

children. 

  

Learning Environments in the Early Years is filled with practical 

examples, grounded in theory, to help you shape the early years 

environment to support a tapestry of rich experiences for children.  

 

 

  

 

News and Developments 

Affordable Childcare 

 

Government has agreed its plan to make 

childcare more affordable from September 

using the additional €19m of childcare funding 

agreed in Budget 2017.  It will be targeted at 

low-income families and those with children 

under three years old. It will also target more 

than 3,000 childcare providers through the 

country. 

 

The childcare supports available from this September will include:  

 A new universal childcare subsidy for children aged from 6 

months up to 36 months old (or commencement of the free pre-

school programme).  

https://www.barnardos.ie/what-we-do/training/elearning/introduction-to-learning-environments-in-early-years.html
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=4180
https://www.barnardos.ie/what-we-do/training/elearning/introduction-to-learning-environments-in-early-years.html


 Significant increases of up to 50 per cent in childcare subvention 

rates provided under the Community Childcare Subvention 

Scheme for children aged from 6 months up to 15 years old. 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is working with the 

Department of Social Protection, Pobal and a number of Government 

Departments to build a fully automated online system which will 

ultimately be used to access and administer childcare supports. Read 

more here. 

 

Childcare Scheme for Families who are Homeless 

 

Barnardos welcomes the announcement by Minister Zappone that a 

scheme to provide free childcare for under fives living in emergency 

accommodation is to be extended outside Dublin to nine other 

regions. Under the scheme each child is entitled to 25 hours of free 

childcare a week and a daily meal. June Tinsley, Head of Advocacy, 

Barnardos said: "Children, and especially those living in difficult 

situations, need to have access to stable and secure spaces where 

they can develop and thrive. The extension of this scheme is definitely 

a step in the right direction.” 

 

Action Plan on School Age Childcare 

 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=4180
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?DocID=4180
https://www.barnardos.ie/media-centre/news/latest-news/barnardos-welcomes-the-extension-of-free-childcare-to-homeless-children-outside-of-dublin.html


On 6th March, Ministers for Children & Youth 

Affairs and Education & Skills, Dr Katherine 

Zappone, T.D and Richard Bruton, T.D, 

published the Action Plan on School Age 

Childcare. An Inter-departmental Group was 

tasked with setting out actions that will lead to 

a quality system of affordable school age 

childcare with a range of choices for parents 

and their children for childcare out of school 

hours.  

 

Under the plan, funding of €3m is being made available to support the 

provision of services aimed at school-going children. This School Age 

Childcare Capital Scheme will be open to both community/not-for-

profit and private services and will comprise three separate strands, 

as follows: 

 Strand A: Establishment of new School Age Childcare 

services - A grant of up to €20,000 will be available for the 

establishment of new services 

 Strand B: Expansion of existing services - A grant of up to 

€10,000 will be available for the expansion of existing services.   

 Strand C: Improvement of existing services - A grant of up to 

€5,000 will be available to improve the quality of the service 

provided in existing services. 

The School Age Childcare Capital Scheme will be implemented on 

behalf of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs by Pobal. Read 

the Action Plan on School Age Childcare. 

 

€4m Capital Funding for Pre-school Services 

 

Minister for Children, Katherine Zappone, has announced €4 million to 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/publications/20170306SchoolAgeChildrenActionPlan.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/publications/20170306SchoolAgeChildrenActionPlan.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/publications/20170306SchoolAgeChildrenActionPlan.pdf


create more early years places, upgrade existing buildings and 

develop natural outdoor play areas at pre-schools. Up to €50,000 is 

available to individual early years settings towards construction 

projects that will enable them to take in more children. Another 

€20,000 is to be made available for upgrading at existing premises 

while capital grants of up to €5,000 are to be made available to 

smaller early years operations to create natural outdoor play areas 

that “promote physical development, provide health benefits and 

facilitate children to learn about risk and challenges in a natural and 

safe environment”. 

 

School Costs 

 

Minister Bruton has announced that he is to 

issue a circular to be adopted by schools to 

reduce the costs associated with sending 

children to school, particularly reducing 

uniform costs and stamping out use of 

workbooks. While Barnardos welcomes this 

announcement, these efforts do not go far 

enough. June Tinsley, Head of Advocacy, 

Barnardos, said: "Barnardos has 

recommended to this Minister and others that it 

would cost just €103.2m to guarantee a free 

primary education for all children in Ireland. This is only an extra cost-

per-pupil of just €185. This investment would fulfil the Government’s 

Constitutional obligation to provide genuinely free primary education 

for all children. It would cover all school books, school transport fees, 

classroom resources fees, eliminate voluntary contribution fees and 

would restore the capitation grants to 2010 levels. If we are truly 

determined not to allow any child’s chance in life to be decided at birth 

https://www.barnardos.ie/media-centre/news/latest-news/ministers-attempts-to-reduce-school-costs-dont-go-far-enough.html
https://www.barnardos.ie/media-centre/news/latest-news/ministers-attempts-to-reduce-school-costs-dont-go-far-enough.html
https://www.barnardos.ie/media-centre/news/latest-news/ministers-attempts-to-reduce-school-costs-dont-go-far-enough.html


by the income levels of their parents, we need Government 

investment and nothing less.” 

 

Barnardos Learning & Development Open Day for Adult Learners 

On 8th March, Barnardos Learning & 

Development Service hosted an open 

day as part of the AONTAS Adult 

Learning Festival 2017. There was a 

great attendance of people throughout 

the day who listened to a number of free talks including 'Social Media 

in Early Years Services' by Heino Schonfeld (top) and 'Become a 

Google expert & more: How to find, 

access and evaluate online 

information' by Maria Rogers (bottom), 

both of which prompted lively 

discussion. 

 

On the day, Barnardos also launched 

our new publication for early years educators Realising Potential: 

Equality, Diversity and Inclusive Practice in Early Years.   

 

State of the Nation’s Children Report: Ireland 2016 

http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html


The State of the Nation’s Children Report: 

Ireland 2016 was launched by 

Government at the beginning of March. 

The report focuses on outcomes in key 

areas such as health and education, as 

well as social, emotional and behavioural 

outcomes. It also highlights that the 

number of children availing of the free pre-

school year continues to grow and that 

uptake is due to double this year. The report concludes with specific 

actions that include the development of a clear quality framework for 

school age childcare, a tailored qualification for staff working in such 

services and other capacity building supports. Read State of the 

Nation’s Children Report: Ireland 2016 

 

Leadership for Inclusion (LINC) Programme 

 

The deadline for applications for the 

second intake onto the Leadership for 

Inclusion (LINC) higher education 

programme for early years practitioners which will commence this 

September is 27th April. LINC, which was established in 2016, is a 

Level 6 Special Purpose Award designed to support inclusion of 

children with a disability in free pre-school provided under the 

Government’s Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 

Programme. 

 

Report Card 2017 

 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/stateofthenationschildren/20170302SOTNCReport2016.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/stateofthenationschildren/20170302SOTNCReport2016.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/stateofthenationschildren/20170302SOTNCReport2016.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/stateofthenationschildren/20170302SOTNCReport2016.pdf
http://www.lincprogramme.ie/
http://www.lincprogramme.ie/
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/stateofthenationschildren/20170302SOTNCReport2016.pdf
http://www.lincprogramme.ie/


The Children's Rights Alliance has 

launched Report Card 2017, the ninth in the 

annual Report Card series. The Report Card 

scrutinises Government on its key 

commitments to children in A Programme for a 

Partnership Government and this year the 

independent panel awarded an overall 'D+' 

grade. While the highest grade in Report Card 

2017 is a 'B' for Subsidised and School-Age 

Childcare, the lowest grades were awarded for 

Child and Family Homelessness and Traveller and Roma Children, 

both receiving an 'E'. 

 

A Guide to Services for Young People with Disabilities 

 

Longford and Westmeath Childcare 

Committees have produced a guide to services 

for young people with disabilities. Although 

primarily aimed at individuals and families 

in Longford/Westmeath, the guide also 

contains national information. 

 

 

 

  

 

Barnardos Big Toddle 

 

This morning, Barnardos launched Big Toddle 2017, sponsered by 

Toddlebox. The Big Toddle for Barnardos is a fun sponsored walk for 

toddlers where children themselves have the opportunity to help 

create positive change for disadvantaged children in Ireland. Whether 

http://childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/submissions_reports/files/Report%20Card%202017%20FULL.pdf
http://longfordchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Disabililty-Directory-Services-Guide.pdf
http://longfordchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Disabililty-Directory-Services-Guide.pdf
https://www.barnardos.ie/bigtoddle.html
http://childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/submissions_reports/files/Report Card 2017 FULL.pdf
http://longfordchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Disabililty-Directory-Services-Guide.pdf


you're a crèche, a parent or a childminder, you can organise your own 

Big Toddle any time so join in the fun and register your Toddle group 

today. 

 

This morning's launch involved a very 

lively discussion from our expert panel 

Alison Canavan, Health & Wellness 

Coach; Sarah Keogh, Toddlebox 

Dietician; Jenna Russell, Barnardos 

Early Years; and Sybil Mulcahy, TV 

presenter (left to right in photo). 

 

Barnardos Training and Consultancy 

 

https://www.barnardos.ie/bigtoddle/register.html
https://www.barnardos.ie/bigtoddle/register.html


Barnardos training team are delighted to confirm we have a number of 

training dates between April-July 2017, in Dublin, on a range of topics 

such as: 

 Children First, Child Protection Training 

 Making the Most of Supervision Training (for Supervisors) 

 Adult-Child Interactions for Early Years Professionals 

 Designated Liaison Person Training 

All the dates are available on www.barnardos.ie/training and booking 

is open now through our online shop. 

 

Barnardos also deliver a range of tailored training and would be happy 

to discuss your needs, email training@barnardos.ie. 

 

Below is a testimonial from a previous requestor: 

We have chosen Barnardos to deliver Children First, Child Protection 

Training on a number of occasions over the past two years. The 

feedback from the participants states that the training was very 

informative, the tutor was excellent and training was delivered using a 

variety of methods including group discussions.  The overall impact 

the training had on the group was that the training provided the 

participants who attended with certification, the knowledge and skills 

to recognise definitions, signs of abuse, the impact of child abuse, the 

importance of recording concerns appropriately and reporting 

procedures. 

Pamela Latimer Education & Training Manager and Kathleen Dowd 

CE Supervisor, Longford Women’s Link 

 

  

http://barnardos.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4152bdc8473f38b88bf0eeb9a&id=6f5db82187&e=6c5e7c5cda
http://barnardos.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4152bdc8473f38b88bf0eeb9a&id=03b5cc6248&e=6c5e7c5cda
mailto:training@barnardos.ie


Barnardos Library and Information Service 

Collection Highlight – ‘Leadership & Management in Early Years 

Services’ 

 

The Library & Information Service has wide variety of early years 

resources available to members. Here we highlight just some of the 

resources relating to leadership & management and multi-agency 

working. More online resources are also available to members via the 

library’s online databases. And if you don’t have time to find the 

information yourself, we are happy to do it for you. Just email us 

at resources@barnardos.ie for details. 

  

Quality and leadership in the early years: 

Research, theory and practice 

Authors: Campbell-Barr, Verity & Leeson, Caroline. 

Sage 2016    

 

Reflective practice and early years professionalism 

Author: Lindon, Jennie. 

Hodder Education, 2016 

 

Early childhood governance: Choices and consequences 

Authors: Kagan, Sharon Lynn & Gomez, Rebecca E. 

New York Teachers College Press, 2015 

 

https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6481&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20early%20childhood
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6481&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20early%20childhood
https://shop.barnardos.ie/25-library
mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6481&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20early%20childhood
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6481&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20early%20childhood
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6367&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20management
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6429&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20governance


Leadership and management in the early years: A 

practical guide to building confident leadership 

skills 

Author: Cook, Jane. 

Practical Pre-School Books, 2013 

  

Multi-agency working in the early years: Challenges 

and opportunities 

Author:  Gasper, Michael. 

 

Barnardos Publications 

 

New Publications for Early Years Educators 

  

Realising Potential: Equality, Diversity and Inclusive Practice in 

Early Years 

 

Barnardos' new publication, launched on 8th 

March, seeks to challenge, to inform and to 

support early years educators in addressing 

equality, diversity and inclusion issues.  

 

This book is available to buy from our online 

shop for €25. 

 

 

  

 

Community Involvement: A Guide for Early Years Educators 

 

https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6616&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20management
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6616&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20management
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6616&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20management
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6625&query_desc=ti%2Cwrdl%3A%20Multi-agency%20working%20in%20the%20early%20years
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6625&query_desc=ti%2Cwrdl%3A%20Multi-agency%20working%20in%20the%20early%20years
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=6616&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20management
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/3698-realising-potential-equality-diversity-and-inclusive-practice-in-early-years.html


This free booklet outlines the benefits of 

community involvement for young children 

in early years settings and addresses 

some of the practical approaches that 

educators can implement within the 

service. You can download this booklet 

now for free or order hard copies by 

contacting us at resources@barnardos.ie 

  

 

New Publication for Parents 

 

Quality Early Years Care and Education: What to Look for in an 

Early Years Service 

 

This free booklet will help parents make 

decisions about the best early years care 

and education setting for their child. It has 

detailed information about why quality 

really matters in the early years and looks 

at how young children learn and what they 

need in order to be able to learn best. It 

includes a set of questions parents can ask 

a service to help them out about the quality of the service. You 

can download this booklet now for free or order hard copies by 

contacting us at resources@barnardos.ie 

 

Upcoming Events Nationwide 

Multilingualism in the Early Years  

When: 18-19 May 2017 

Where: Dublin Institute of Technology, Grangegorman, Dublin 7 

http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/4326-ebook-community-involvement-a-guide-for-early-years-educators.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/4326-ebook-community-involvement-a-guide-for-early-years-educators.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/4326-ebook-community-involvement-a-guide-for-early-years-educators.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html?search_query=quality&results=8
mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html
mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
http://shop.barnardos.ie/publications/221-quality-early-years-care-and-education.html?search_query=quality&results=8


 

This conference aims to stimulate cross-disciplinary engagement and 

debate on multiple aspects of early years multilingualism, a topic of 

particular significance given the recent increase in children aged 

between birth to six years attending early years services in Ireland and 

internationally together with the growth in numbers of young children 

learning a second language in early childhood and the emergence of 

cutting edge research on childhood language acquisition in recent 

years. 

 

Early Childhood Challenges And Opportunities: Embracing 

Challenge and Inventing Tomorrow 

When: 20 May 2017 

Where: University College Cork 

 

This 2017 OMEP Ireland Conference has a number of keynote 

speakers including Dr Sheila Garrity, UNESCO Child and Family 

Research Centre, NUIG; Sheila Dillon, National Service Co-ordinator, 

The Better Start Access and Inclusion Model; and Dr Mary O'Kane. 

 

Rediscovering Empathy; Values, Relationships and Practice in a 

Changing World 

UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre, 8th Biennial 

International Conference 

When: 8–9 June 2017 

Where: Institute for Lifecourse and Society, National University of 

Ireland, Galway 

 

The biennial UCFRC conference draws on national and international 

http://www.dit.ie/reyll/
http://www.omepireland.ie/conference.html
http://www.conference.ie/Conferences/index.asp?Conference=491


expertise to explore the concepts of empathy- and relationship-based 

working as they relate to policy and practice with children, youth and 

families.  

 

Children's Literature, Building Resilience 

 

When: 17 June 2017 

Where: National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 1 

 

This conference promoting childhood metal health brings together two 

disciplines - the literary and the therapeutic - and celebrates the 

imaginative impact children's literature plays in building a child's 

resilience. Guest speakers include authors Roddy Doyle, Hilary 

Fannin, Siobhán Parkinson, Kevin Stevens and Patricia Forde, and 

Prof. Amanda Piesse (Children’s Literature, Trinity College) and Mary 

Pyle, (PhD candidate, Children’s Literature Trinity College). The 

conference will be opnede by Senator Marie-Louise O'Donnell and 

Barnardos CEO Fergus Finlay. 

 

Future directions for child protection and welfare: where to and 

why? 

 

When: 27 October 2017 

Where: University College Cork 

 

With the introduction of mandatory reporting, the implementation of 

the NCCIS software system, the adoption of a new national approach 

to practice in child protection and welfare in Tusla, the mainstreaming 

of prevention and family support (PPFS), more separated children 

fleeing from conflict, a new edition of Children First and a proposed 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/childrens-literature-building-resilience-tickets-31393257077


review of the Child Care Act 1991, child protection and welfare in 

Ireland is heading into a series of significant changes in the next 12-36 

months. Are all of these changes bringing child protection and welfare 

in the right direction? The committee of this 6th National Child 

Protection and Welfare Social Work Conference is now inviting 

practitioners, academics, managers, service users, local community 

groups and social commentators to submit papers or workshop 

presentations on the theme for this conference. 
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