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Welcome to the latest issue of Early Years 
eNews 

Hello <<First Name>> 

 

In this issue of enews we bring you information about Barnardos new 

publication, produced in partnership with National Childhood 

Network, Explore, Play and Learn through the Arts in Pre-school 

Settings. There is news of other recent launches too, including the 

implementation plan for First 5, The Universal Guidelines for Early 

Learning and Care Settings, a new publication on transitions and the 

LINC Programme Interim Evaluation Report. There is also information 

about consultations taking place on school age childcare and early 

years education inspections, and updates on both the review of the 

QQI awards in early childhood education and care and capital funding. 

As always, we bring you information about Barnardos training events, 

other new publications and the latest from our library team. 

 

If you have any comments or suggestions about our Early Years 

eNewsletter we would love to hear from you.  

http://www.barnardos.ie/getting-involved/barnardos-enewsletters/enewsletters-subscribe.html?utm_source=Mailchimp&utm_medium=EmailArchive&utm_campaign=Enewsletters
mailto:publications@barnardos.ie?subject=Early%20Years%20ENews


 

We hope you all have a lovely summer and we'll be back with the next 

issue in September. 

 

Sinéad 

Publications Coordinator, Barnardos 

 

  

News and Developments 

Explore, Play and Learn through the Arts in Pre-school Settings 

 

 

 

On 8th June, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Dr. Katherine 

Zappone, launched the new publication from Barnardos and the 

National Childhood Network, Explore, Play and Learn through the Arts in 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/explore-play-and-learn-through-the-arts-in-pre-school-settings
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/explore-play-and-learn-through-the-arts-in-pre-school-settings


Pre-school Settings. 

 

All young children have a need to enjoy the arts, to avail of the artistic 

processes that promote their overall development, nourish their 

emotional intelligence and help them to develop their sensibilities and 

competencies. This book considers how children explore, play and 

learn through the arts in pre-school settings by offering guidance for 

early childhood educators on how to best to cultivate the creative 

process through a wide range of arts experiences, including play with 

malleable materials, junk art, music, movement, dance, drama, 

drawing, painting, storytelling, puppetry, play with light and nursery 

rhymes.    

  

(L to R: At the launch, Suzanne Connolly, CEO of Barnardos; Denise McCormilla, CEO of National 

Childhood Network; Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Katherine Zappone TD; Imelda 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/explore-play-and-learn-through-the-arts-in-pre-school-settings


Graham, Chairperson, NCN : Sinéad Lawton, Publications Coordinator, Barnardos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Publication of the Implementation Plan for First 5 

On 22nd May, Minister Zappone launched the 

Government’s initial implementation 

plan for ‘First 5’, Ireland’s first ever 

strategy for early childhood.The 

Implementation Plan describes the 

steps that will be taken in the initial 

implementation phase from 2019 to 

2021 and includes plans for: 

1. A broader range of options for 

parents to balance working and 

caring 

2. A new model of parenting 

support  

3. New developments in child health, including a dedicated child 

health workforce  

4. Reform of the Early Learning and Care (ELC) system, including 

a new funding model 

5. A package of measures to tackle early childhood poverty 

 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/earlyyears/20190522First5ImplementationPlan22May2019.pdf
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/earlyyears/20190522First5ImplementationPlan22May2019.pdf
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/explore-play-and-learn-through-the-arts-in-pre-school-settings
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/earlyyears/20190522First5ImplementationPlan22May2019.pdf


3,600 New Childcare Places to be Created  

A total of €6.25m in Capital funding will be awarded to providers of 

early learning and care and school age childcare this summer. The 

funding will contribute towards the creation of new places for 0-3 year 

olds, new school age childcare places, and essential fire safety 

improvements for community-owned services. More information available 

here. 

 

The Universal Design Guidelines for Early Learning and Care 

(ELC) Settings 

Universal Design Guidelines for Early 

Learning and Care (ELC) settings 

offering guidance on the 

refurbishment, renovation and the 

building of centres for Early Learning 

and Care in Ireland have been 

launched. These guidelines are an 

important step in making all early 

childhood services accessible to all children. The work was 

undertaken by Early Childhood Ireland and Trinity Haus (Trinity 

College Dublin) on behalf of the Department of Children and Youth 

Affairs and the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design at the 

National Disability Authority. You can access the guidelines at the AIM 

website. 

 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/docs/EN/-10-06-2019-Minister-Zappone-confirms-3-600-New-Childcare-Places-to-be-created-in-euro-6-25m-investment-Funding-for-fire-safety-improvements-also/5348.htm
https://www.dcya.gov.ie/docs/EN/-10-06-2019-Minister-Zappone-confirms-3-600-New-Childcare-Places-to-be-created-in-euro-6-25m-investment-Funding-for-fire-safety-improvements-also/5348.htm
http://aim.gov.ie/universal-design-guidelines-for-elc-settings/
http://aim.gov.ie/universal-design-guidelines-for-elc-settings/


School Age Childcare Public Consultation  

Also in May, Minister 

Zappone launched a public and 

stakeholder consultation process on 

future regulations and a quality 

improvement framework for school-

age childcare. Until 5th July, interested 

parties and members of the public, 

including children, can make 

a submission or fill out an online survey  

 

  

 

LINC Programme Interim Evaluation 

Report 

June saw the launch of 

the LINC Programme Interim 

Evaluation Report, which focuses on the impact of the programme 

over the course of the first two years. The report has found 96% 

participant satisfaction, more than 90% employer satisfaction and 

improved inclusion practice.  

 

Review of QQI Awards in ECEC 

In parallel with the major reforms in the early years sector, in 2018 

QQI commenced a review of the Level 4, 5 and 6 awards in Early 

Childhood Education and Care with the aim of ensuring that that the 

awards and standards were fit for purpose. A Standards Review 

Group was established to undertake the review and determine the 

new standards for early years awards. The proposed new standards 

are based on the NFQ Professional Award-type Descriptors. This 

should have a significant positive impact for a sector. This work on 

https://www.dcya.gov.ie/documents/childcare/20190520CallSubRegQualityImprovFramrkSch.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z5TWJR6
https://lincprogramme.ie/
https://lincprogramme.ie/


new standards will result in updated programmes enrolling from the 

start of the 2021-2022 academic year. For more information click here. 

 

Extended Early Years Education 

Inspections 

The Inspectorate of the Department of 

Education and Skills has opened a 

consultation to inform the development of 

an extended Early Years Education 

Inspection (EYEI) for the early years 

sector to include early learning 

provision for children aged under three 

years. The project plan for EYEI 0-6 is a direct response to the 

commitment in First Five to pilot the extension of education-focused 

inspection to children under three.  

 

Barnardos Expands our Post Adoption Service 

Barnardos have expanded our post adoption service, opening new post 

adoption centres in Cork and Galway, as well as expanding the 

existing Dublin centre. Barnardos post adoption is a trauma informed, 

therapeutic service for all adopted children, intercounty, domestic and 

foster children. The expansion of the service will ensure that all 

adopted children across the country will have access to crucial 

supports. 

 

800 new special needs assistant posts being allocated to schools 

Minister for Education and Skills Joe McHugh T.D. has announced 

that almost 800 new special needs assistant posts will be allocated to 

schools from September. As the need for more additional supports in 

schools is confirmed in the early weeks of the school year, up to 130 

https://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/Intro%20Text%20Professional%20Award%20type%20Descriptors%20at%20NFQ%20Level%205%20and%206%20Annotated%20for%20Early%20Learning%20and%20Care%20Awards.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27-1.html
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27-1.html
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27-1.html
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27-1.html
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27-1.html
https://www.barnardos.ie/our-services/work-with-families/post-adoption-service


additional posts are expected to be allocated by December. More 

information is available here. 

 

New Publication to Support 

Children’s Transition from Early 

Years to Primary School 

A new guide has been launched to 

support children’s transition from early 

years to primary school  - Ambitions for 

Transitions:  A Guide to Support Every 

Child’s Progression from Early Years 

Services to Primary School. Produced 

through partnership by Barnardos, 

ABC Start Right, Limerick Childcare 

Committee, Incredible Years Limerick, 

Tusla, Department of Education and 

Skills, Mary Immaculate College, 

Limerick Social Services, six DEIS 

primary schools in Limerick and nine 

early years services in Limerick, this publication supports children with 

the move to school, from the year before school starts and throughout 

the first term of junior infants. This guide will be of great benefit to 

parents/guardians, early years professionals and junior infant 

teachers/primary school principals. 

 

Good Practice for Good Jobs in Early Childhood Education and 

Care 

https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27.html
https://www.education.ie/en/Press-Events/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/PR19-05-27.html
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf
http://www.limerickchildcare.ie/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Ambitions-for-Transitions-A-Guide-to-Support-Every-Childs-Progression-from-Early-Years-Services-to-Primary-School.pdf


OECD have produced a report Good 

Practice for Good Jobs in Early Childhood 

Education and Care outlining good 

practice policy measures for improving 

jobs in ECEC and for constructing a 

high-quality workforce. OECD 

countries are increasingly demanding 

that ECEC staff be highly skilled and 

highly qualified, but a combination of 

low wages, a lack of status and public 

recognition, poor working conditions, 

and limited opportunities for 

professional development mean that recruitment and retention are 

frequently difficult. The report considers what can countries do to build 

a highly qualified and well-trained ECEC workforce, the best route to 

increasing staff skills without exacerbating staff shortages and how 

countries can boost pay and working conditions in the context of 

limited resources. 

 

What Works 

A new Department of Children and Youth 

Affairs initiative has been launched. What 

Works aims to maximise the impact of 

prevention and early intervention to improve the lives of children and 

young people. What Works will ensure that key groups working with 

children, young people and their families know what works, how it 

works, and it will provide an evidence supported approach to apply to 

this work. 

 

T-REX Teachers Research Exchange 

The Faculty of Education in Mary Immaculate College are currently in 

the process of further developing their online T-REX platform to 

http://www.oecd.org/publications/good-practice-for-good-jobs-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-64562be6-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/publications/good-practice-for-good-jobs-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-64562be6-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/publications/good-practice-for-good-jobs-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-64562be6-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/publications/good-practice-for-good-jobs-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-64562be6-en.htm
https://whatworks.gov.ie/
https://whatworks.gov.ie/
https://whatworks.gov.ie/
http://www.t-rex.ie/


effectively support teachers and early years practitioners working as 

research practitioners. They are conducting research to determine 

current attitudes and practices relating to research in the education 

community. They are particularly interested to hear the voices of those 

working in the early childhood sector. If interested you can complete 

their survey, which should take approximately 1015 minutes to 

complete. 

 

Barnardos Training and Consultancy 

There are only a few places left on our 

summer training events so book now to 

secure your place.  

  
Children First Child Protection Training, Dublin - 29 

June 

Designated Liaison Person Training, Dublin 8 - 16 July  

 

Our public training events will take a break for August, however, we 

are delighted to say there will be plenty of events for autumn/winter in 

Dublin, Cork and Galway to look forward to. At the moment the 

following dates are confirmed: 

  

Children First, Child Protection Training Dublin 8              15th October 

Children First, Child Protection Training Galway *             16th October 

(*new location) 

  

We will organise more Children First, Child Protection Training for 

Dublin and Cork, Designated Liaison Person Training in Dublin, Cork 

and Galway, and some Early Years Practice Development workshops 

too. You will find all relevant information about Barnardos public 

training events on our website so keep an eye for new dates as we 

release them over the summer months. 

https://earlychildhoodireland.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7df7cf7b4433cdae32d87055b&id=4b1f88d298&e=2734b4be5f
https://earlychildhoodireland.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7df7cf7b4433cdae32d87055b&id=4b1f88d298&e=2734b4be5f
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2019/june/children-first-dublin-29-jun-2019
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2019/june/children-first-dublin-29-jun-2019
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2019/july/designated-liaison-person-dublin-8-16-july-2019
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses


 

Barnardos can also provide in-house tailored training for your team on 

the topics above as well as others such as Making the Most of 

Supervision Training and Promoting Positive Behaviour. 

Email training@barnardos.ie for more information. 

 

What previous organisations say about our tailored Children First, 

Child Protection Training: 

 

“We chose Barnardos for Children First Child Protection training 

because when sourcing child protection training, upon research, we 

found that Barnardos was the first organisation to appear to us. We 

found the training very engaging, it mentioned some things that a lot of 

us had no experience of and hadn’t considered, it raised awareness of 

concerns re: child protection that we were unaware of and it was a 

good learning experience. The training gave us the opportunity to 

learn how to follow through with our own procedures and really 

brought child protection to the centre of our work. We would 

recommend this training to others and we have booked more training 

with Barnardos for our new incoming staff.” 

 

Gillian Allen, Executive Librarian, Kildare County Council Arts Service. 

 

Free Online Course - Learning Environments in Early Years 

Learning Environments in Early Years is a FREE online course designed 

to help early years educators to provide quality environments for the 

children you work with. Sign Up Now. 

 

Barnardos Library and Information Service 

mailto:training@barnardos.ie
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning/elearning-learning-environments-in-the-early-years
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning/elearning-learning-environments-in-the-early-years


Are you an Early Years Provider? 

If the answer is yes, then there is good news! 

Barnardos Library have created a special 

discounted membership for only €10 per annum for 

all early years providers. Benefits of the package 

include: 

 2,000 Print books (reserve them and we’ll 

post them out to you – free of charge) 

 eDocuments (click the view link and 

download). 

To register and pay please click here 

  

 

New Early Years Books in Our Library 

Bomji and spotty's frightening adventure : A story about how to recover from a 

scary experience 

Westcott, A. & Hu, C.C Alicia....Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2017 

  

How little coyote found his secret strength : A story about how to get through 

hard times 

Westcott, A. & Hu, C.C. Alicia...Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2017 

                        

How sprinkle the pig escaped the river of tears: A story about being apart from 

your loved ones 

Westcott, A. & Hu, C.C. Alicia…Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2018 

  

Health service supports for children with a disability or developmental delay 

attending the early childhood care and education programme 

Health Services Executive...Health Services Executive, c. 2017 

  

First 5: Implementation plan 2019-2021 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfwYQEROMJdu8YSQ1z1mSJbB9ZqsPkHaPegN63dNhPqI3yKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7765
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7765
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7768
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7768
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7766
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7766
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7752
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7752
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7796


Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

Government of Ireland, 2019 

 

 

Scan the QR code to display all of the new resources 

acquired by our library since the beginning of the year. 

 

 

  

 

Full Text Articles Available from the Library Databases 

Below is a sample of the 1,000s of articles available from our 

databases: 

  

Waters, C. L., & Friesen, A. (2019). Parent experiences of raising a 

young child with multiple disabilities: The transition to preschool. 

Research & Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 44(1), 20–

36. 

  

HENWARD, A. S., & MUCCIO, L. S. (2019). Power Up Your 

Classroom: CONNECTING TO POPULAR CULTURE TO SUPPORT 

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN’S NUMERACY AND LITERACY 

DEVELOPMENT. Dimensions of Early Childhood, 47(1), 18–21. 

  

Caldwell, L. M. (2019). Managing challenging behaviors through self-

regulation. Exchange (19460406), (247), 74–77. 

 

Join our library now online or for more details  call us on 01 4549699 or 

email resources@barnardos.ie 

  

 

Barnardos Publications 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library
https://barnardos.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4152bdc8473f38b88bf0eeb9a&id=e8efff4556&e=4884e80162


Explore, Play and Learn through the Arts in Pre-school Settings 

 

Watch the video below to find out more about this publication 

 

 

 

Buy this book online now. 

 

ChildLinks - Inspection in Early 

Childhood Education and Care  

This new issue of ChildLinks looks at 

inspection and quality monitoring in 

ECEC in Ireland and contains articles 

from Tusla Early Years Inspectorate, 

Dept of Education and Skills, 

Association of Childhood Professionals 

and more. 

Now available to buy for 3 euro. 

 

 

  

https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/explore-play-and-learn-through-the-arts-in-pre-school-settings
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/childlinks-inspections-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-issue-1-2019
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/childlinks-inspections-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-issue-1-2019
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScbhrK7xS1A&t=8s
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/childlinks-inspections-in-early-childhood-education-and-care-issue-1-2019


 

  

Upcoming Events  

OMEP Conference  

Where: Cork Institute of Technology  

When: Saturday, 9 November 2019 

Keynote speakers at this event include Dr. Sylvia C. Chard, Professor 

Emeritus of Early Childhood Education at the University of Alberta, 

Canada, and Lyndsey Hellyn and Stephanie Bennett, co-founders of 

The Curiosity Approach. More information is available here. 
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