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Hi <<First Name>> 

 

This has been a difficult year for everyone, particularly those working in early learning and 

care. We have been so inspired by the stories of dedication and adaptability of early 

childhood educators to provide quality care and education for young children, and the news 

that came in just today that Minister O'Gorman is starting the process to discuss pay and 

conditions in the early years sector is very much welcomed.  

 

In this final issue of Early Years eNews of the year we bring you updates from the sector as 

well as information about new Barnardos publications, training dates and library offerings 

planned for 2021. If you have any information queries that we can help you with please 

don't hesitate to contact us at resources@barnardos. For daily updates join us on 

Facebook. 

 

We would like to wish all of you a restful and happy Christmas and all the best for 2021. 

 

Sinéad, 

Publications Coordinator 
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News and Developments From the Sector 

  

Pay and Conditions in Early Years Sector 

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O'Gorman, T.D., 

has appointed Kevin Duffy, former Chair of the Labour Court, to be an independent chair 

for a process to discuss pay and conditions in Early Years sector which will take place over 

an 8-week period. 

First 5 Annual Implementation Report 2019 

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) has 

launched the First 5 Annual Implementation Report 2019 which highlights key 

achievements to date in realising the Government’s vision for early childhood. 

 

Information Webinar - The Future of the Workforce and the Future of Funding within 

the ELC and SAC sector 

DCEDIY is holding an information webinar on two major projects currently underway in the 

Department – the development of a new funding model for early learning and care and 

school-age childcare and a Workforce Development Plan for the Sector. This webinar, 

which takes place on Wednesday 16 December at 6pm will outline the key findings from 

the programme of consultation that commenced in August 2020, as well as plans for the 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0aa9a-statement-from-the-minister-for-children-equality-disability-integration-youth/
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next phases of both projects. Register for this event 

 

Garda Vetting Webinar 

A Garda Vetting webinar video is now available to support those working in ELC and SAC. 

 

The National Child Safeguarding Website 

The National Child Safeguarding Committee; Early Learning and Care has launched a 

great new website with information for both educators and parents. 

 

Pathways to Better Prospects  

Early Childhood Ireland have published Pathways to Better Prospects: Delivering Proper 

Terms and Conditions for the Early Years Workforce in Ireland - A Literature Review 

 

Updates from Barnardos 

  

New Resources Coming Early 2021 

We will be launching a number of new resources in the first weeks of 2021 so keep an eye 

on Barnardos online shop 

 

Mindfulness in Early Learning and Care highlights the benefits of mindfulness, both for 
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your own wellbeing as an early childhood educator and for the children you care for and 

educate. It also offers you practical ways to incorporate mindful moments into the everyday 

in your early learning and care setting.  

 

An Introduction to Schemas is a great resource for anyone caring for toddlers. The 

booklet outlines what a schema is, what you might observe when a young child is exploring 

a schema and how you can practically support the child in their explorations. 

 

Also, early in 2021 we will be launching a new practice resource Trauma-Informed 

Practice in Early Learning and Care. Keep an eye on our online shop in the new year for 

details. 

 

Publications Back in Stock 

Two of our most popular publications are now back in stock: 

 Reflective Practice for Early Childhood Professionals 

 Realising Potential: Equality, Diversity and Inclusive Practice in Early Years 

We also have hard copies available of many of our ebooks and if you would like to order 

some for the staff or parents in your service, you can browse to see what's available  and 

then email your order to resources@barnardos.ie 

 

Browse Barnardos Publications  

 

 

Training Webinars 

We have a lot of new training events lined up for Spring 2021 on topics including: 

 Introduction to Trauma Informed Practice in an Early Years Setting   

 Children First Child Protection 

 Designated Liaison Person  

 Supporting Practice Through Supervision in Early Years 

You can find all of the details of these and book on our website. If you would like to chat to 

one of our team about your training needs just get in touch. 
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Barnardos Training 

 

 

 

Barnardos Library 

Barnardos Library look forward to supporting all of our early years members in 2021. 

Whether you are a student studying early years education, running an early years setting 

or a childminder there is a library membership option for you. 

 

And we are continuing our Online Research Package which gives access to two Databases 

(Education Research Complete & SocIndex) and our much extended range of ebooks, 

which makes borrowing even easier! 

  

Library Membership Packages 
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