
  

  

 

 ISSUE 7, 2020 

 

Hi <<First Name>> 

 

Early learning and care settings that have already re-opened have been rising 

to new challenges and it is great to hear how well children have settled back in. 

There will be more settings re-opening over the next few weeks and we wish 

you all well with the adjustments you will be making to your daily practice.  

 

In this issue of Early Years eNews we bring you all the latest updates from the 

Department of Children & Youth Affairs and from across the sector, as well as 

information about new Barnardos publications, online training events and library 

resources. 

 

If you have any information queries that we can help you with please don't 

hesitate to contact us at resources@barnardos. For daily updates join us on 

Facebook. 

 

All the best 

Sinéad, 

Publications Coordinator 

 

mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/


 
 

UPDATES FROM THE SECTOR 

 

From Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

Supports for ELC and SAC 

In late July, Minister for Children, Disability, Equality and Integration, Roderic 

O’Gorman T.D. announced a package of measures to support the Early 

Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare sector as remaining services 

reopen in late August / early September. 

 

Infection Prevention and Control Guidance 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has been working with the Health 

Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) to revise and update its Infection 

Prevention and Control Guidance for Early Learning and Care and School Age 

Childcare Settings Operating during Covid.  

 

Key Messages for School Age Care 

The Department has also published Key Messages for School Age Childcare. 

While the HPSC guidance is relevant to both Early Learning and Care (ELC) 

and School Age Childcare (SAC), the Key Messages document highlights parts 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1062d-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-early-learning-and-care-elc-and-school-age-childcare-sac-sector/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1062d-july-stimulus-funding-package-for-early-learning-and-care-elc-and-school-age-childcare-sac-sector/
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/035ced0228b46a3d.pdf
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/035ced0228b46a3d.pdf
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/035ced0228b46a3d.pdf
https://first5.gov.ie/userfiles/files/download/867b0588ef1b688f.pdf


of the Guidance which are of particular relevance to SAC services. 

 

Review of Operating Model of ELC and SAC 

Minister O’Gorman has announced a review of the operating and oversight 

model used to support the delivery of accessible, affordable and high quality 

early learning care and school age childcare services. 

 

Consultation on Child Care Act 1991 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs is inviting written submissions on 

its initial proposals to amend the 1991 Child Care Act.  A consultation paper is 

available. 

 

From Barnardos 

Back to School Survey 

The findings from Barnardos Back to School Survey 

2020 highlight the impact of school closures and 

suggests anxious weeks ahead. 

 

New Resources 

 We have published a new free resource for 

parents on school age care  

 We have published the first in our new series of practice resources for 

childminders  

See more on these below. 

 

From Other Sources 

 The National Early Years Children First Programme, in conjunction with 

Tusla, have updated the Early Learning and Care Child Safeguarding 

Statement Template and Information Sheet. 

 The most recent edition of An Leanbh Óg: The OMEP Ireland Journal of 

Early Childhood Studies is now available as a free ebook. 

 The National Parents Council have launched a video for parents on 

transitions from primary school to secondary school 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/163fc-minister-ogorman-initiates-review-of-childcare-operating-model/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/163fc-minister-ogorman-initiates-review-of-childcare-operating-model/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/de015-minister-ogorman-launches-consultation-on-child-care-act-proposals/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/de015-minister-ogorman-launches-consultation-on-child-care-act-proposals/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/14c93-review-of-the-child-care-act-1991-july-2020-consultation-paper/
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 NCN and DCYA have put together a Lunch box infographic and a leaflet 

to do with Healthy Little Lunches for parents of children returning to 

school and pre-school 

 The ESRI have published a research review on the implications of the 

COVID-19 pandemic for policy in relation to children and young people 

 

UPDATES FROM BARNARDOS LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Barnardos Publications  

  

 

Practice Resources for Childminders 

The first topics in our new series of free practice resources for childminders are 

now available.  

 Settling In and Developing Relationships 

 Partnership with Parents 

 Supporting Language Development. 

If there are any particular topic areas for childminders you would like to us to 

cover in this series email us as we would love to hear from you. 

https://www.ncn.ie/index.php/for-parents
https://www.ncn.ie/index.php/for-parents
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FREE eBook for Parents - Quality School Age Care  

The quality of the school age service a child attends is extremely important. 

Research shows that it can impact on children’s behaviour, their feelings and 

attitudes, their wellbeing, their learning and development, their school 

performance and their friendships and relationships. This free ebook will help 

parents to identify a quality school age service for their child that will enhance 

the child's wellbeing and support them to live to their full potential. 

 

Other Free eBooks 

All of our free ebooks for professionals and for parents on topics including the 

key person approach, bereavement, outdoor play and the arts among others 

are still available to download. You can also freely access all back issues of the 

Barnardos journal ChildLinks. 

 

We have hard copies available of many of our ebooks. If you would like to 

place an order please email us. 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/ebook-quality-school-age-care-what-to-look-for-in-a-service-to-care-for-your-child-outside-of-school
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20% Discount on Barnardos Publications 

 

For the month of August we are offering a 20% discount on 
all Barnardos publications for early learning and care 

professionals. 

Just enter the code PUBLICATIONS20 at the checkout. 

 

Browse Barnardos Publications  

 

 

Barnardos Training 

 

Free eLearning 

 An Introduction to the Rights of the Child in Early Learning and Care is 

designed to give early childhood educators an overview of children’s 

rights and how these rights can be embedded into daily practice.  

 The Key Person Approach - is a recording of a free webinar 

 An Introduction to Learning Environments is filled with practical 

examples, grounded in theory, to help you shape the early years 

environment to support a tapestry of rich experiences for children. 

Access Barnardos Free eLearning  

 

Webinars 

We already have a number of webinars planned for autumn. Keep an eye on 

our website as we will continue to add new training events and dates over the 

new few weeks. 

 

Designated Liaison Person Training 

The aim of this two-part webinar is to equip participants with the knowledge and 

skills that are necessary to carry out the role of Designated Liaison Person 

(DLP) effectively and with competence.  

https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
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Tues/Wed 29th/30th September 

Wed/Thurs 11th/12th November 

 

Children First, Child Protection Training 

The aim of this webinar is to equip those who work with children with the skills 

and knowledge that are necessary to deal with child protection issues in line 

with the Children First National Guidance for Protection and Welfare of Children 

(2017). 

Wed/Thurs 23rd/24th September 

Mon/Tues 2nd/3rd November 

Mon/Tues 1st /2nd December 

 

Trauma Informed Practice 

This webinar is suitable for those working in Early Childhood Care and 

Education who are interested in learning about adverse childhood experiences 

and what we can do to foster children’s resilience. 

Sat 17th October 

  

Book Barnardos Training Event  

 

  

Barnardos Information and Library 

https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2020/september/designated-liaison-person-training-webinar-29th-and-30th-september-2020
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Special Offer for Early Years Providers  

There is a special library membership for early years providers 

for only €10 per annum. Once signed up members can browse 

our book collection online (including new additions above) and 

request items. We will pick and post out books to you. You can 

view the entire collection (over 3000 items) here. You can sign 

up via this link 

 

New Resources in the Library 

Creative learning in the early years : Nurturing the 

characteristics of creativity Mohammed, R. (2018). Routledge. 

 

Helping children cope with loss and change : A guide for professionals and 

parents Seyderhelm, A. (2020). Routledge. 

 

Multi-agency safeguarding in a public protection world : A handbook for 

protecting children and vulnerable adults Wate, R. & Boulton, N. (2019).  (2nd 

ed.). Pavilion. 

 

Supporting toddlers' wellbeing in early years settings : Strategies and tools for 

practitioners and teachers Sutherland, H. & Mukadam, Y. (eds.) (2018). Jessica 

Kingsley Publishers. 

 

Supporting troubled young people : A practical guide to helping with mental 

health problems Walker, S. (2019). Critical Publishing Ltd. 

 

Bad day Roth, R. (2019). North Atlantic Books. 

Join Barnardos Library 
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Supporting Professionals 

Through Covid-19 
 

As some settings reopen, we have new 

resources available on our dedicated 

webpage for early learning and care 

professionals during Covid19.  
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