
  

  

 

 ISSUE 5, 2020 

 

Hi <<First Name>> 

 

This will be a very busy, and potentially stressful, few weeks for many of you as 

you make preparations to re-open your settings at the end of the month. In this 

issue of Early Years eNews, we look at the latest government guidelines for re-

opening settings and the government approach for the phased reopening. We 

also also bring news of resources designed to help you support parents and 

young children with the emotional impact of returning to early learning and care, 

including a Barnardos guide for parents and the new First 5 webpage dedicated 

to reopening. 

 

In this issue we also include information about other supports developed for 

professionals and for families as well as information about Barnardos online 

training, publications available again, and library information. 

 

If you have any information queries that we can help you with please don't 

hesitate to contact us at resources@barnardos. For daily updates join us on 

Facebook. 

 

All the best 

Sinéad, 

Publications Coordinator 

mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/


  

 

UPDATES FROM THE SECTOR 

 

Updates from DCYA 

On 29th May, Department of Children and Youth 

Affairs published guidance on the infection 

prevention and control for early childhood services 

during the covid19 pandemic, focusing on a “play-

pod” model. 

 

DCYA also produced a report outlining the 

government approach for the phased reopening of 

early learning and care and school age childcare 

services. 

 

DCYA have also announced a number of key 

developments related to the re-opening including updates on insurance issues, 

information on the Programme Support Payment (PSP) for the 2019/20 

Programme year and the Capital Programme 2020. See here for more. 

 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/8ffc9-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-guidance-for-settings-providing-childcare-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/8ffc9-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-guidance-for-settings-providing-childcare-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/8ffc9-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-guidance-for-settings-providing-childcare-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e4ccf-planning-for-reopening-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-services-report-for-government-29-may-2020/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e4ccf-planning-for-reopening-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-services-report-for-government-29-may-2020/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/34564-minister-zappone-chairs-fourth-meeting-of-advisory-group-on-planned-reopening-of-childcare-centres/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/34564-minister-zappone-chairs-fourth-meeting-of-advisory-group-on-planned-reopening-of-childcare-centres/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1a6ee-minister-zappone-chairs-fifth-meeting-of-advisory-group-on-planned-reopening-of-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/e4ccf-planning-for-reopening-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-services-report-for-government-29-may-2020/


 

First 5 Guidance for Re-opening ELC Services 

Department of Children and Youth Affairs has launched a range of online 

resources and guidance to support service providers, practitioners and parents 

to prepare for the reopening of Early Learning and Care and School-Age 

Childcare settings available on the First 5 website  

 

  

New Barnardos Resource for Parents 

Parents may have worries and concerns about their 

child's return to to early learning and care. We have 

published a new resource for parents giving 

guidance on how to support their child's emotional 

well-being during this transition. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Barnardos Survey on impact on Covid-19 on 

Families 

At the end of May, we launched the results of 

Barnardos' survey of the impact of the Covid19 

pandemic on the lives of families. Among the 

findings, 589 respondents (22%) reported tensions 

at home. This rose to 26.6% for those with children 

under 18 at home. 

 

Barnardos Recommendations for Programme 

for Government 

We are calling on the next Programme for 

Government to protect and prioritise vulnerable children by ensuring access to 

services in their own communities. Read Barnardos' Programme for 

https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/reopening
https://www.barnardos.ie/media/7863/supporting-your-child-on-their-return-to-early-learning-and-care-final.pdf
https://www.barnardos.ie/news/2020/may/barnardos-survey-impact-on-family-life-during-covid19-pandemic
https://www.barnardos.ie/news/2020/may/barnardos-survey-impact-on-family-life-during-covid19-pandemic
https://www.barnardos.ie/media/7761/barnardos-programme-for-government-recommendations-2020.pdf


 

Government recommendations 

  

 

 

Useful Resources 

 Early Childhood Ireland have developed a 

set of principles for the safe and 

sustainable re-opening of early years and 

school-age settings in Ireland 

 The NPC have a free elearning course for 

parents of young children on learning at 

home. 

 INFORM have published an interesting 

discussion paper entitled Act Now:Re-

imagining Early Childhood Education and 

Care in Ireland 

 Zero to Three have some great resources 

for parents on mindfulness 

 The new Happy Talk language pack Happy Talk On The Farm is now 

available. 

 

Recording CPD 

We have had a lot of queries in from educators regarding requirements for 

recording CPD. DCYA have guidance on the CPD webpage stating that they 

'encourage you to keep a record of the online resources you use and your 

learning from them. Keeping a record will help you keep track of your 

professional development, and may be a tool your manager can use to support 

you.' To help this process DCYA have provided a template form which can be 

downloaded from this weblink. 

https://www.barnardos.ie/media/7761/barnardos-programme-for-government-recommendations-2020.pdf
https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/A4-Rising-to-the-Challenge-Poster_6-1.pdf
https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/A4-Rising-to-the-Challenge-Poster_6-1.pdf
http://www.npc.ie/online-training/learning-at-home-early-years/story.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y1oxuzfg2cnj7qv/INFORM_Act%20Now%20discussion%20paper%20for%20PfG.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y1oxuzfg2cnj7qv/INFORM_Act%20Now%20discussion%20paper%20for%20PfG.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y1oxuzfg2cnj7qv/INFORM_Act%20Now%20discussion%20paper%20for%20PfG.pdf?dl=0
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/2268-mindfulness-for-parents
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/2268-mindfulness-for-parents
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yf64bVZLpGYBqMW2OrPBySTQeMaX-TLM/view?usp=drivesdk
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development


  

 

UPDATES FROM BARNARDOS LEARNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

Barnardos Training 

 

Free eLearning 

 

**NEW** The Key Person Approach 

For those who missed it, a recording of our free webinar The Key Person 

Approach: Supporting Relationships in the Early Years Settings is now 

available. This webinar looks at the key person approach – what it is, why it is 

important and how it works in practice in early learning and care. 

 

Learning Environments 

Our free elearning course An Introduction to Learning Environments is still 

available. This free online course is filled with practical examples, grounded in 

theory, to help you shape the early years environment to support a tapestry of 

rich experiences for children. 

 

Please note that the above courses and webinars are for information only 

https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning/elearning-learning-environments-in-the-early-years/the-key-person-approach-supporting-relationships-in-the-early-years-setting
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning/elearning-learning-environments-in-the-early-years/the-key-person-approach-supporting-relationships-in-the-early-years-setting
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning/elearning-learning-environments-in-the-early-years


 

and there is no certificate awarded. You can access the CPD record template 

from DCYA here. 

Access Barnardos Free eLearning  

 

 

 

 

Webinar - Designated Liaison Person Training 

The aim of this two-part webinar is to equip participants with the knowledge and 

skills that are necessary to carry out the role of Designated Liaison Person 

(DLP) effectively and with competence. This training is suitable for newly 

appointed and established DLPs who have completed one day Children First 

Child Protection Training in the past 3 years. A strong working knowledge of 

Children First 2017 is required. 

 

10am-1pm on 16th & 18th June 2020 

10am-1pm on 30th June & 2nd July 2020 

Book Barnardos Training Event  

 

 

Barnardos Publications  

https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
https://first5.gov.ie/practitioners/continuing-professional-development
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/elearning
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2020/june/designated-liaison-person-training-webinar-16th-and-18th-june-2020
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2020/june/designated-liaison-person-training-webinar-30th-june-and-2nd-july-2020
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/1


 

 

 

 

All Publications Available 

Many Barnardos publications that have been unavailable since lockdown are 

now available to order including resources on reflective practice, equality and 

diversity, legislation, quality adult-child interactions and more. Check out 

all of our available titles here. 

 

Still available, our new publication Supervision and Support in Early Learning 

and Care gives guidance to settings on the development and implementation of 

a supervision structure to support the professional development of educators. It 

provides information on the benefits of supervision, the supervision process, the 

roles and responsibilities in supervision and some of the challenges that might 

arise. It also gives guidance to settings on developing the supervision policy.  

  

 

Free eBooks 

All of our free ebooks for professionals and for parents on topics including the 

key person approach, bereavement, outdoor play and the arts among others 

are still available to download. You can also access all back issues of the 

Barnardos journal ChildLinks. 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/support-and-supervision-in-early-learning-and-care
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/support-and-supervision-in-early-learning-and-care
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/free-ebooks
https://shop.barnardos.ie/search?q=childlinks&type=product
https://shop.barnardos.ie/search?q=childlinks&type=product
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications


Access Barnardos Publications  

 

  

Barnardos Information and Library 

We can once again lend books via post out to our library members. There 

are different membership options available to suit each member. 

 

Depending on the day you request the loan, there may be a delay in getting the 

item to you but we will get them out as soon as we can. As we are only in one 

day per week initially, we are not open to the public just yet. 

 

During the time we have been closed, we have  been capturing articles and 

documents that relate to children and families, including a Barnardos report on 

the impact of COVID-19 on families. You can read this and others by clicking 

the links below: 

  

These reports, along with many more, are available open access via our Online 

Catalogue. 

 

Child Protection 

Historical abuse in scouting : A learning review 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?idx=kw&idx=kw&idx=kw&do=Search&limit=mc-ccode%3AEDOC&sort_by=pubdate_dsc
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?idx=kw&idx=kw&idx=kw&do=Search&limit=mc-ccode%3AEDOC&sort_by=pubdate_dsc
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8101


 

Elliott Ian. Dublin : Scouting Ireland, 2020 

 

Developing and implementing a low-level concerns policy: A guide for 

organisations which work with children. 

Erooga, Marcus et al. Publisher: London Farrer & Co LLP, 2020 

 

COVID-19 

Impact on family life during Covid19 pandemic 

Fleming, Pádraic & O'Hara, Jodie. Barnardos, 2020 

 

Online Safety 

EU Kids Online 2020: Survey results from 19 countries 

Smahel, David et al. EU Kids Online, 2020 

Join Barnardos Library 

 

  

Barnardos Mentoring Support 

 

Our team of Regional Development Workers are still available 

to provide information and resources, and to facilitate Aistear and Síolta 

https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8103
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8103
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8105
https://barnardos.interleaf.ie/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8102
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library


 

mentoring sessions in whatever way that suits you. We can assist in 

relation to a specific issue or for an extended period, depending on your 

requirement. To enquire further please contact sharon.byrne@barnardos.ie or 

call 086 4651696. 

 

 

Supporting Professionals Through Covid-19 
 

Barnardos is committed to supporting the ELC 

sector during the Covid-19 crisis through the 

provision of learning and development 

opportunities that support the enhancement of 

knowledge and skills and quality services to 

achieve positive outcomes for children and 

families. At our new dedicated webpage you can 

find out about the supports currently available for professionals and 

access tipsheets for working through this time. 
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