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Hi <<First Name>> 

 

It has been another challenging year for everyone as the pandemic continues, 

and those working in early learning and care and school age childcare have 

continued to show tremendous dedication and commitment to the children and 

families they work with. In this last issue of Early Years eNews of this year we 

look ahead, bringing news of two eagerly anticipated reports outlining a new 

funding model and a new workforce plan for ELC and SAC, as well as 

information about other updates from the sector and a few things to watch out 

for in the new year. 

 

We hope that you all have a peaceful and Happy Christmas and a great start to 

the new year. 

 

As always, if you have any information queries that we can help you with please 

don't hesitate to contact us at resources@barnardos. For daily updates join us 

on Facebook. 

 

Sinéad, 

Publications Coordinator 

 

 

News and Developments From the Sector 

 

Updates from DCEDIY 

mailto:resources@barnardos.ie
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/922355578098362/


 

 

 Minister O’Gorman 

has announced major reforms 

to the funding model for early 

learning and childcare 

services in a new 

report Partnership for the 

Public Good A New Funding 

Model for Early Learning and 

Care and School-Age 

Childcare. The changes will 

see services increasingly 

publicly funded and publicly 

managed. Find out more. 

 

 DCEDIY have also launched Nurturing Skills: The Workforce Plan for 

Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare, 2022-2028, which 

aims to strengthen the ongoing process of professionalisation for those 

working in early learning and care (ELC) and school-age childcare 

(SAC). 

 A webinar giving information on both of these reports is available here. 

 Minister O’Gorman has also announced a suite of new measures to 

support the sector in the latest wave of Covid-19 

 DCEDIY have published the findings of a 12 month review of the 

National Childcare Scheme (NCS). The review reveals the NCS is 

having a positive impact on use of early learning and care, workforce 

participation and family finances. 

 

Other Updates from the Sector 

 The Report of the OECD’s Country Policy Review Strengthening Early 

Childhood Education and Care in Ireland has been launched.  

 The second phase of the First 5 Little Library initiative is underway. The 

initiative sees book bags made available to ELC and SAC services from 

libraries throughout the country to support children’s early language and 

literacy development. 

https://first5fundingmodel.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Funding-Model-FINAL-REPORT-2.pdf
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 Tusla has developed an e-learning course Relationships are Key to 

support parents and carers to form stronger and more positive 

relationships with their young children.  

 Consultations taking place as part of the review of Aistear will close at 

the end of the month.  

 December's issue of Happy Talk newsletter is now available. 

 

 

 

Updates from Barnardos 

 

Barnardos Publications  

 

 

We published a variety of new resources in 2021, 

including a variety of supports for childminders, 

and guidance on sharing concerns with 

parents, CPD and on supervision in ELC. We 

have more new publications coming early in 2022 

so keep an eye out in the new year for more 

details. 

 Trauma and Young Children: Building 

Trauma Awareness in Early Learning and 

Care 

 Environmentalism in School Age Childcare 

 Adult-Child Relationships in School Age 

Childcare 

 

Browse All Barnardos Publications  

 

 

Barnardos Library  

 

We worked on some exciting developments this year in our Library and 

https://parenting.tusla.ie/
https://ncca.ie/en/early-childhood/early-childhood-education-developments/updating-aistear/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yqTp81Ap3B8PcOkG9qVkcP6-0U-83Yjo/view?usp=drivesdk
https://shop.barnardos.ie/search?q=childminding&type=product
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/sharing-development-concerns-with-parents-a-guide-for-early-childhood-professionals
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/sharing-development-concerns-with-parents-a-guide-for-early-childhood-professionals
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/continuing-professional-development-in-early-learning-and-care
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/support-and-supervision-in-early-learning-and-care
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/publications
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/ebook-childlinks-issue-1-2021-nature-based-preschools?_pos=1&_sid=e62e3e3c9&_ss=r


 

Information Service, and these will be available to members in 2022. There is a 

membership pacakage to suit everyone's needs whether you are a student or 

someone who wants access to online content only and we look forward to 

facilitating those needs in 2022. 

 Enhanced databases offerings include access to Education 

Source and Sociology Source Ultimate. 

 Access to our online content available for those who take out the 

special Early Years/Childminders package 

 Upcoming launch of a central portal where all of Barnardos open access 

resources can be easily discovered and downloaded. 

 Continued operation of our Parent Support Line (1800 910 123)  

 Free memberships for employees of Better Start, City and County 

Childcare Committees and Area Based Childhood Programmes 

 Daily Digest - a free newsletter that pulls together all of the stories in the 

Irish media that focus on children and families. 

Browse All Library Membership Packages 

 

 

Barnardos Training  

 

2021 was another very busy year for the training team despite the changing 

environment, which often makes it difficult to plan into the future. We are 

currently planning training events for the new year, and will continue to 

deliver all our training online for the time being. Webinars planned for the first 

few months of 2022 include: 

 Trauma Informed Practice in Early Learning and Care (19th Jan) 

 An Introduction to Supervision in Early Learning and Care (9th Feb) 

 Understanding Young Children’s Behaviour (9th Mar)  

 Children First Child Protection Training (24th/25th Jan and 28th /29th 

Mar [booking open soon]) 

 Children First Child Protection Training for DLPs (25th/ 26th Jan [sold 

out], 1st/2nd Feb [sold out] and 1st/2nd Mar) 

https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library/products/librarystudentmembership
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library/products/online-resource-package
https://www.ebsco.com/products/research-databases/education-source
https://www.ebsco.com/products/research-databases/education-source
https://www.ebsco.com/products/research-databases/sociology-source-ultimate
https://shop.barnardos.ie/products/library-membership-early-years
https://forms.gle/Ej3GNCW8WxG6QkPf7
https://letsgrowtogether.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ABC-Vision-Mission-Principles-23-02-2021.pdf
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/enewsletters-for-professionals
https://shop.barnardos.ie/collections/library
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2022/january/trauma-informed-practice-in-an-early-years-setting-webinar-19th-january-2022
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2022/february/an-introduction-to-supervision-in-early-learning-care-webinar-9th-february-2022
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2022/march/understanding-young-childrens-behaviour-webinar-9th-march-2022
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2022/january/children-first-training-webinar-24th-and-25th-january-2022
https://www.barnardos.ie/learning-development/training/training-events-courses/2022/march/designated-liaison-person-training-webinar-1st-and-2nd-march2022


 

 Making the Most of Supervision Training (7th Feb [3 days]) 

We appreciate all the feedback we received from thosewe worked with in 2021 

and look forward to working with new and returning participants and 

organisations in 2022.  

Book Barnardos Training 

 

 

 

Sharon, our Early Years Development Coordinator and Marie, Michele and Jean our 

team of Síolta Aistear mentors would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 

providing supportive and protective relationships in the lives of the children and 

families you care for during what has been a very difficult and challenging year.  We 

wish you all a restful, peaceful and healthy Christmas and we look forward to working 

with you in the New Year 
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