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Barnardos strongly welcomed the announcement in Budget 2014 of free GP care to all children 

under six. Barnardos believes this is the first step towards universal health insurance for all and 

is an excellent investment in children and their futures. It creates a level playing field where 

access is based on need rather than ability to pay. It will ensure that children’s illnesses are 

diagnosed and treated earlier. In the long term it will generate savings to the exchequer as it will 

mean less hospitalisation costs and reduced absenteeism from school. 

Presently, many parents with whom Barnardos works are reluctant to bring their child to the 

doctor as they cannot afford the fee because it means another bill has to go unpaid or not 

having enough money to feed their family for the week. Subsequently, children’s conditions and 

illnesses can be at quite an advanced stage before they are seen by a GP and then referred for 

specialist treatment if required.  

Barnardos is keen to see the roll out of this proposal as soon as possible especially as any 

delay will result in some children aging out and therefore being unable to avail of this important 

service. It is imperative that sufficient financial resources be allocated to ensure it is rolled out 

comprehensively. It must be seen as a state investment and funding must not come from a cull 

of medical cards to people, both young and old, who have an identified illness and are unable to 

pay for the treatment. Access to healthcare must be based on need and no one should have 

their health compromised in the interests of striving towards a universal health care model.  

Finally, Barnardos is concerned at the ongoing absence of a national blueprint setting out the 

Government plan to achieving universal health care for all by 2016. The continuous delay in the 

publication of the White Paper on Universal Health Insurance means that the roll out of free GP 

care to under sixes is operating in a policy vacuum. Key questions regarding how the universal 

system will be funded and the extent of cover for all remain unanswered which ultimately leads 

to further delays in implementing such a system. Given that it is to be a phased introduction, 

achieving full coverage by 2016 seems totally unrealistic and a failure to follow through on a well 

publicised general election promise.  

 

 

 


