
Facebook 
What is it? A social networking site that connects 

people online. 

What to do: Opt out of photo tagging, face 

recognition, geo-location and location check-in 

by others. 

More information on Facebook: 

* Some links to safety features and tips from 

Facebook www.webwise.ie/parents/how-to- 
become-a-facebook-safety-parent/ 

YouTube video on using Facebook privacy 

settings from 2015 www.youtube.com/ 

watch ?v=e66q4.QBjSdo 

www.gcflearnfree.org/facebook101/5/print 

  
What is it? Kik allows users to message and send 

images to other Kik users using their phone. 

What to be aware of: Kik is different to other 

messaging apps because, when they log in to Kik, 

users can connect to other internal apps, such as 

Match & Chat or Flirt. These allow young people to 

connect with unknown users, who could be over 18. 

What fo do: Webwise say that if your child is on Kik 

you should be cautious - see Webwise for more 

information on this: www.webwise.ie/parents/ 

explainer-what-is-kik/. 

www. 

internetsafety.ie/website/ois/oisweb.nsf/page/ 
safety-guidechildren-en 

www. 

watchyourspace.ie/resources/ 
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General juidance 

Webwise has tips to help parents guide teens 

in their social media use: www.webwise.ie/ 

parents/8-back-to-school-social-media-tips- 

for-teens/ 

Commonsense Media has a great section for 

parent concerns, and looks at many questions, 

including: 

* Howmuch screen time is ok for my child? 

¢ What should | do if my child is bullied 

online? 

* Is it safe to post pictures of my child online? 

¢ What is the right age to get my child a 

mobile phone? 

« What age should my child be before | let 

them use social media? (Commonsense 

Media, 2016) 

www.commonsensemedia.org/parent- 

concerns 

Parental controls and safety settings 

Virgin Media Broadband has ‘one-click’ 

parental controls. When you click these to 

activate controls on your account, access to 

websites is restricted. This will protect any 

device connected to your home broadband, 

including laptops, tablets, PCs, smart phones 

and games consoles. More information on this 

is available at: www.virginmedia.ie/broadband/ 

learn-about-broadband/parentalcontrols/ 

Smartphones and computers: See: 

www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and- 

internet-safety/what-are-the-best-privacy- 

settings-for-my-computer-and-smartphone 

Tablets: Making your tablet safe for toddlers: 

www.webwise.ie/parents/preschoolers-and- 

tablets-2/ 

Online games 

Many young people play games on computers, 

tablets or games consoles (for example, 

PlayStation, Xbox). Parental controls on the 

computer or games console allow you to block 

online games that may not be suitable for your 

child’s age and may have violent or sexual content. 

For games that you let your child to play online, 

be aware that many allow children to play with 

other gamers from anywhere in the world and 

often allow gamers to communicate directly 

with one another. This can put children at risk 

of harassment, unwanted contact (if they have 

shared personal information on their profile) or 

inappropriate language. The Webwise site tells 

you all you need to know to make sure your 

child has a safe online gaming experience: www. 

webwise,ie/parents/play-it-safe-an-introductory- 

guide-to-online-gaming-for-parents/ 

Apps explained 

e The Guide to internet safety for parents website 

explains the most popular apps that young 

people use and steps parents can take to protect 

their child online: www.internetsafety.ie/website/ 

ois/oisweb.nsf/page/safety-guideparents-en 

* Commonsense Media has short videos on 

apps like Snapchat, Instagram and Facebook 

to show parents what the app is and how 

children/teens use it. You can find these near 

the bottom of the page, under the section on 

Facebook, Instagram and Social Videos: www. 

commonsensemedia.org/social-media 

* Information on privacy settings for a number of 

sites and applications can be found at: www. 

webwise.ie/parents/apps-parental-controls/ 

Snapchat 
What is it? It allows you to share images that 

disappear several seconds after they have been 

seen. 

What to be aware of: Although the image may 

disappear from the device, it still exists in the 

‘cloud’ Other users can also ‘screengrab’ (take a 

photo of) the image using the screenshot feature. 

What to do: It is important to talk to young people 

about the consequences of sharing or saving 

intimate images. It is illegal to create, possess, or 

distribute explicit images of anyone under 17. 

It is important that your child understands that, 

once an image is out there, they lose control over 

it. It is very easy for someone to ‘screengrab’ and 

keep the picture, or pass it on to other people. 

Switch off location settings - these are called 

‘Geofilters' on Snapchat: www.webwise.ie/parents/ 

snapchat-safety/ 

More information on Snapchat: 

* www.webwise.ie: The section for parents has 

advice on topics like ‘sexting, how to block or 

delete users and how to report abuse. 

* https://support.snapchat.com/a/privacy- 

settings Information on privacy settings. 

Meowchat 
What is it? Meowchat allows you to message with 

friends and connect with new people. Webwise 

describes It as a cross between ‘Whatsapp’ (where 

users can send messages, images, audio or video) 

and ‘Tinder’ (a dating app). 

What to be aware of: Meowchat makes it very easy 

to start chatting with strangers, to view unsuitable 

content or to speak with users over 18. 

What to do: It is very important to talk to your child 

about the dangers of sharing personal information 

online and that online profiles make it very easy 

for people to pretend to be someone they are not. 

More information on Meowchat: 

* www.webwise.ie/parents/meowchat-safety/  


