
   

Who is Wizards of Words (WoW) for?
The target group for WoW are children in 1st and 2nd  
class who are reading approximately 12 months behind  
their chronological age. WoW is not for children with 
resource hours, special educational needs or emotional / 
behavioural difficulties.

What happens in a WoW reading session
Trained volunteers read with the children using the  
Oxford Reading Tree book scheme three times a week  
for ½ an hour during the school day. The one-to-one reading 
sessions consist of pre-reading, reading and a follow-up 
activity and adopt a balanced literacy approach focussing  
on comprehension, fluency, phonics and vocabulary.

Who are the volunteers?
Volunteers are aged 55 or over and have full Garda 
clearance. Coming from a variety of backgrounds, 
professionals and homemakers, they are recruited on  
the basis of having a love of reading and an interest in 
working with children. Teaching experience is not required 
but they must be willing to volunteer for up to 6 hours a 
week for the full academic year.

What are we trying to achieve?
As a reading project WoW aims to improve reading 
achievement. Alongside this we want to increase the 
children’s self esteem and confidence in their reading as  
well as encouraging their love of reading. We also see the 
benefit of children building relationships with older adults 
who are good role models in the community.



How is it supported?
A Barnardos Project Leader supports clusters of  
schools throughout the year. The Project Leader organises 
children’s assessments and continiously monitors progress 
and provides feedback to the schools. The Volunteers also  
receive support from the Project Leader through induction 
and ongoing training, monitoring and feedback.

A Barnardos Project Leader supports clusters of schools  
and volunteers through training, assessment and  
monitoring progress throughout the academic year.

How do we know if WoW works?
Each child nominated to WoW is assessed at the beginning 
of the academic year and at the end of the year. This allows 
us to track progress, set reading targets for each child and 
tailor their reading sessions to meet individual needs. Results 
reported back to the school who in turn will give feedback  
to parents.

What does the School have to do?
Class teachers are required to nominate children to  
WoW based on the criteria mentioned above WoW  
needs suitable space for the reading sessions to be held 
and the volunteers need to be welcomed into the school 
environment. A positive working relationship between 
Barnardos and school staff is critical and so the Barnardos 
Project Leader meets witht he School Principal or other 
nominated staff member once per term. The school is  
also the facilitator for communication with parents. 

Are you interested in WOW?
Wizard of Words is currently undergoing an outcomes evaluation. In order to plan for future 
expansion of WoW Barnardos would like to hear from schools who are interested in learning 
more about WoW and/or participating as a WoW School at a later date.

Please complete the information below and return to WoW Staff Member or  
Barnardos, Christchurch Square, Dublin 8.

Name    Position  
School Name 
Address 
Number on Roll   1st Class (Approx)  2nd Class (Approx)  

Do you require more information about WoW? Yes     No 
Would you be interested in having WoW at your school? Yes     No 


