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Introduction 
Barnardos’ School Costs Survey is now in its 7th year. While the landscape in Ireland has 
changed significantly over those 7 years, parents have been consistent in their criticisms 
about the high costs of education. Sending children to school continues to be an expensive 
business and many parents are struggling to meet the demands that school books, uniforms, 
shoes and other expenses present. In 2012, the nuances of the increasing financial pressure 
families are experiencing are evident in this survey. Despite some reductions in costs, 
parents continue to struggle to meet them, reflecting the impact of the economic climate on 
family budgets overall. The survey continues to highlight the inequality of the Irish education 
system. The huge variances in parents’ experiences in requests from schools (voluntary 
contributions, registration fees and miscellaneous fees) indicate that while many schools 
recognise the need to keep costs low for parents, others have not yet responded to this need 
or are under such significant financial pressure that they cannot do so. The debate around 
increasing use of digital technology also indicates that some schools are offering 
opportunities that others cannot afford and in the absence of a national framework for digital 
development in education, many children are being left behind in this crucial area.  
 
It has never been more important for Ireland to consider the ongoing development of 
education for our children and young people. The future of the country depends on our 
ability to provide children with the tools they need to innovate, create and achieve in a global 
economy. We must address the deficits in the system that are squeezing already tight family 
budgets and ensure that all children have the opportunity to learn and grow in our schools. 
 

‘We cut back on food and let other bills go unpaid to ensure 
children have what they need for school’. 

 
Survey Design 
Barnardos conducted an online survey with 987 parents of school age children from the 2nd 
to 25th July 2012. While the sample is not statistically representative it does give an 
indication of the average costs incurred. These costs do not include school bags, sports 
equipment or transport costs. In our survey, 8% of children were attending a DEIS school 
(designated disadvantage). While parents answered the survey for just one child attending 
school, most parents had at least one other school going child either in primary or secondary 
school which obviously increases the costs for the family.  
 
Survey Findings – Overall Costs 
It was very evident from the survey responses that parents are struggling under the costs 
associated with sending their children to school and feel that this burden is increasing every 
year. As children age and progress through the educational system, the costs associated 
rise with significant increases for those in secondary school. This mirrors the findings of the 
Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice report ‘The Cost of a Child 2012’ which found that 
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expenditure on necessities for children rises exponentially with age1, notwithstanding 
childcare costs for younger children. 
 
Although the findings indicate some reductions in the average costs since 2011, it is 
unsurprising that parents feel the collective costs have risen when their overall household 
budgets have decreased and the rate of Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance 
has reduced2. Also there is a sense that parents are being too heavily relied upon by some 
schools to make up the shortfall arising from lower capitation grants from the Department of 
Education and Skills. Comments collected through the survey indicate significant levels of 
frustration from parents at the burden school costs place on family budgets and the lack of 
recognition of the financial strain put on parents by the education system in general. 
 

‘For my two children, I need around €2000 to get them ready for school. I don’t receive the 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance so I am going to have to go to a money 

lender. Basically I am putting myself in debt for my children’s education. This makes me so 
angry as education is meant to be a free right to all children going to a public school’. 

 
Basic Costs for 2011 and 2012 

 
* Not including extra costs such as school bag, trainers, extra curricular activities etc  
 

Child aged 10 going into 4th class in 
primary school 

2011 Basic Costs* 2012 Basic Costs* 

Clothing €150 €110 
Footwear €70 €50 
School Books €150 €130 
Stationery €50 €25 
Voluntary contribution €50 €75 
Total* €470 €390 

Back to School Clothing and Footwear 
Allowance 

€200 €150 

* Not including extra costs such as school bag, trainers, extra curricular activities etc  
 

Secondary School – child aged 12 
entering 1st year 

2011 Basic Costs* 2012 Basic Costs* 

Clothing €250 €275 
Footwear €80 €60 
School Books €275 €275 
Stationery €50 €35 

                                                 
1
 Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice (2012) The Cost of a Child, Dublin  

2
 The rates payable were reduced in Budget 2012 from €200 to €150 for 4-11 year olds and from €305 

to €250 for children aged 12 – 22years. 

Child aged 6 going into senior 
infants in primary school  

2011 Basic Costs* 2012 Basic Costs* 

Clothing €100 €85 
Footwear €50 €50 
School Books €75 €85 
Photocopying fees €50 €35 
Voluntary contribution €75 €100 
Total* €350 €355 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear 
Allowance 

€200 €150 
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Voluntary contribution €150 €125 
Total €805 €770 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear 
Allowance 

€305 €250 

** Not including extra costs such as school bag, trainers, extra curricular activities etc  

 

Survey Findings – Uniform costs 
The vast majority (72%) of parents had their children in primary schools that require uniforms 
with the school crest on them, 19% attend schools that request a plain uniform and the 
remaining 9% have no school uniform. A similar picture is evident in secondary school, 
where 97% of respondents have to buy a school specific uniform, 2% use a plain uniform 
and just 1% have no school uniform. Having to buy school specific uniforms significantly 
adds to the cost as parents are forced to go to particular retailers and are prevented from 
buying jumpers, tracksuits and some other items available in high street stores. School 
specific tracksuits start from around €40, jumpers can cost €40-60 while coats and blazers 
cost over €100. 
 
‘Something needs to be done about the cost of school uniforms – especially in those schools 
that insist on a school crest and not allowing parents to buy the crest as a badge which can 

then be attached to generic jumpers’. 
 
Similar to 2011, parents are paying approximately €100 for a primary school pupil’s uniform 
(23% are paying between €76-100, 18% are paying €101-125). For secondary school pupils 
uniform costs are higher with 17% of parents paying €150-€174, 17% spending €175-€200 
and 15% exceeding over €250. The first year of secondary school is the most expensive for 
parents as all items must be bought in one go. In addition to this, most parents indicated that 
the amount spent on school shoes for a primary school and / or a secondary school pupil is 
between €40-60.  
 

‘My daughter is starting secondary school and her uniform is costing me €273. Very upset 
that the school cannot negotiate with the one supplier of uniform to try and get costs down.’ 

 
Survey Findings – Book costs 
Similar to our findings in earlier years, the cost of school books is usually the biggest 
expense for parents especially those with children entering 1st and 5th year in secondary 
school, as they are commencing the Junior and Leaving Certificate cycles.  
 
The majority of parents are spending on average between €76-€100 for books for a primary 
school pupil and over €250 for a secondary school pupil. Many parents felt that there was an 
increase in the amount spent on books this year in comparison to 2011. This is contrary to 
Irish Educational Publishers Association’s survey findings which found that book prices have 
remained frozen since 20093. While Barnardos’ survey did not explore the reasons for this 
anomaly, it is likely that parents feel that books are more expensive due to their child moving 
up the system and / or teachers prescribing more books. Also, the increased pressure on 
parents to meet the cost of school books could also be a result of reduced household 
incomes as families are affected by wider economic factors.  
 
An ongoing criticism by parents has been the inability to pass books on between siblings due 
to new editions being prescribed by the teacher. It is likely that this issue will be addressed 
over time as a result of the Code of Practice in operation among publishers, prohibiting the 
printing of new editions for a minimum of six years. The full benefits of implementing this 
Code have not yet been felt by parents this year, despite the fact that less than 1% of books 

                                                 
3
 Irish Educational Publishers’ Association Survey Results July 2012. 
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were revised in 20124. The reliance on workbooks as a pupil resource is also often criticised 
by parents as being wasteful and expensive because they cannot be reused.  
 

‘The amount of wastage on school books is disgraceful. I have 3 children and they cannot 
pass on books because the books change or there are new editions or a workbook is 

required.’ 
 
Despite the Department of Education and Skills’ encouragement for the establishment of 
school book rental schemes in schools, our survey found that 50% of respondents have 
access to such a scheme in primary school and 40% in secondary school. This is lower than 
the Department of Education and Skills’ own research which found that 75% of primary 
schools had some form of book rental scheme in operation5. These schemes can 
significantly reduce the costs of buying books and encourages recycling of books.  
 
‘Book rental schemes should be obligatory in all schools like they have in France, Spain etc.’ 
 
The majority of parents who have access to a book rental scheme said the annual 
contribution sought by their primary school is less than €50. Parents using such schemes in 
secondary schools report that the annual charges are higher, usually €76- €100. However in 
some schools the contribution is much higher again. Anecdotally, comments from parents 
indicate that some school book rental schemes can cost €180- €200 in secondary schools. 
 
‘My son's school is a VEC school - they operate a "book rental scheme" and the cost for 5th 

year is €180. I think this is ridiculous and cannot understand why it is so high.’ 

 

As the Department’s own research shows, the benefits of operating school book rental 
schemes can offer significant savings for parents and ensure that all pupils have access to 
the required books. School book rental schemes can contribute to eliminating stigma or 
further disadvantage for children and young people whose parents struggle to meet the 
costs of sending them to school. However, it is crucial that the contributions for the school 
book rental schemes are not used to cover other shortages in school budgets or set at levels 
comparable with purchasing books as this would defeat their purpose of ensuring all children 
have access to books without excessive cost to parents. 
 
Survey Findings – Additional costs 
The survey found that 65% of parents of primary school pupils and 76% of parents of 
secondary school pupils have been asked for a voluntary contribution. It is also very evident 
that the amounts sought vary significantly within primary schools; €50 for most parents whilst 
others are asked for a donation of €100-€150. This could indicate that some schools are 
more mindful than others of the pressure parents are under. In secondary schools, the 
majority of parents are being asked to donate €100-€150. This voluntary contribution is 
usually expected to be given in September / October but the option to spread the payment 
over a number of instalments is available in some schools.  
  

‘Voluntary contribution is not voluntary because the kids that do not pay get a different 
coloured letter a few months later to remind us to pay, so everyone knows we haven’t paid 

and it is very embarrassing for the children.’ 
 
Most schools seek additional contributions to cover school stationery and photocopying 
costs. Over 84% of parents of primary school children and 76% of secondary school children 
stated that they had to pay these costs. These are approximately €25 for primary school 

                                                 
4
 Ibid 

5
 Department of Education and Skills (2012) Textbook Rental Schemes in Schools and the Allocation of Textbook 

Grants by the Department of Education and Skills 
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pupils and slightly higher, at €50, in secondary schools. This difference is also evident in 
charges applicable to participating in extra curricular activities such as swimming, speech 
and drama classes etc, with primary schools seeking on average €26-50 per pupil per term 
but secondary schools seeking over €100 per pupil per term.   
 
Other expenses that can impede children in reaching their educational potential are the 
costs of materials/ equipment required for specific subjects on the curriculum such as music, 
home economics and woodwork. These charges, together with the practical examination 
fees, can be too much for parents to bear and can act as a barrier to children taking part in 
subjects that they have a natural talent for.  
 

‘My daughter is starting secondary school and she has already told me that she won't get 
involved in any of the extra activities that they do so that I won't have to pay.  It's terrible that 
at 12 years of age, my daughter is prepared to be left out of activities and not try new things 

at her new school so as to keep the costs down.’ 
 
Survey Findings – Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance 
Of the parents who completed our survey, 48% had applied for the Back to School Clothing 
and Footwear Allowance and most received their payment in July. Although this payment 
was largely welcomed by those who are eligible for it, the reduced rate this year of €150 for 
a primary school pupil and €250 for a secondary pupil meant that there is a greater shortfall 
for parents to meet out of their own limited budgets. A number of parents indicated through 
comments that the strict criterion for the payment excluded them despite the fact that they 
were just over the income thresholds and do need the payment to help cover school costs 
for their children.  
 
Class / Year Average 

Costs 
Back to School Clothing and 
Footwear Allowance 

Shortfall 

Senior Infants €355 €150 €205 
4th class pupil €390 €150 €240 
1st year secondary 
school pupil 

€770 €250 €520 

 
‘I applied for back to school allowance this year but our FIS payment put us over the limit.  

Our FIS was then cut off - it is up for renewal.  We won’t get a decision on it for 20 weeks. A 
conservative estimate for sending 4 of our 5 children back to school in September (with 1 

starting in secondary) is €3000.’ 
 
Digital Media and E-books 
Although outside the remit of the survey, parents did comment on the fragmented use of 
iPads and e-books in schools. Given the absence of a national policy on their usage by the 
Department of Education and Skills, some schools are using these technologies more widely 
than others, with some making a full switch to e-books and asking parents to pay for 
individual tablets. A number of parents noted the substantial cost of buying an iPad and the 
additional cost of digital school books adding substantially to the cost of sending children to 
school. The use of digital technology to deliver educational materials for children is 
progressive and could significantly decrease the heavy load that pupils currently carry in 
school bags. However, a number of issues must be resolved to ensure that digital 
technology is used to reduce costs to parents and is accessible and affordable for all 
students.  
 

‘My daughter’s school has just started using iPads this year the cost of it was €400 then 
there is the cover also insurance and then we have to get the ebooks for €250 and have to 
buy workbooks, stationery and any other hidden costs, there was an option not to get the 
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iPad but over 3 years the cost should be less as we only have to update the books for free 
rather than buy new ones.’ 

 

Barnardos believes that the debate around e-books must be broadened to look at low cost 
options for the supply of digital texts to schools in the medium and long-term in Ireland. In 
the first instance the continued application of the 23% VAT rate to digital school books is at 
odds with current exemption of printed school books from VAT and makes the move to 
digital school books more expensive for families. This must be addressed as a matter of 
urgency to ensure that increased use of digital technologies in schools does not result in 
increasing school costs for parents. 
 
Secondly, the current debate on the use of digital technology has focused largely on tablets 
currently on the market which are hugely expensive and delicate pieces of technology 
unlikely to withstand years of use by numerous pupils. Barnardos believes that the 
Department of Education and Skills should seek to harness the considerable talents of those 
in the technology industry in Ireland and seek social entrepreneurs and innovators who could 
develop low cost, robust alternatives to current tablet options specifically for the school 
market. Similar projects for laptops have been established in developing countries and 
Barnardos sees no reason why the challenge could not be posed to relevant sectors here. 
The model should be not-for-profit and in the best interest of developing equality of 
opportunity across Ireland’s education system. Alternatively, the Department could 
investigate the option of coordinating the purchase of tablets among schools in order to 
negotiate reduced bulk buy rates for tablets being used for educational purposes. 
 
School Transport Costs 
While the survey did not examine school transport costs it must be highlighted that these 
charges are significant and disproportionately affect rural pupils. Fees for availing of the 
school transport scheme increased in Budget 2012 and are now €100 for a primary school 
pupil (with a maximum of €220 per family) and €350 per secondary school student (with a 
maximum of €650 per family). There have also been changes in eligibility criteria, aligning 
this to children attending their nearest school (a distance of 3.2km for primary schools and 
4.8km for secondary schools). Eligibility for post primary school transport is now determined 
by where children live and does not take into account where they attended primary school 
meaning that some children lose eligibility in the transition from primary to post-primary. 
Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport to a particular 
school on a concessionary basis in line with the terms of the scheme. It has already been 
proven that it is more expensive for families to live in rural areas, especially those with 
teenage children6. Being burdened with school transport costs adds to this pressure and is 
crippling for some families.  
 

‘I also have to pay €350 for the year to Bus Eireann because I live in the country. The 
cost of sending children to school is madness and puts a huge burden on parents whom 
are already struggling.’ 

 
Current Government Supports 
The education sector, like other areas, has experienced wide ranging cutbacks in spending 
and subsequent withdrawal of supports to families. There has been an overall reduction in 
teacher numbers and specific cuts affecting direct supports to students such as Resource 
Teachers, Language Support Teachers, Special Needs Assistants, Visiting Teachers for 
Travellers and Guidance Teachers. Budget 2012 targeted supports in DEIS schools (the 667 
primary schools and 203 secondary schools that are designated disadvantaged) with the 
potential loss of 428 posts. After the Budget, the Government reversed some of the 

                                                 
6
 Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice (2010) Minimum Essential Budgets for Households in Rural 

Areas, Dublin  
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changes, reducing the loss of posts to 192. However, this decision resulted in a cut to the 
overall capitation grant to each school, thereby reducing schools’ budgets for day-to-day 
running.  
 

‘Our 8 year old has dyslexia and got support in school one year and thrived. No help last 
year and he finds it harder to keep up. We will get private help this year, starting at €1,000. 

Don't mess with child benefit - it is vital for parents to provide what government will not.’ 
 
There are few direct financial supports available to low income families to assist with the 
costs associated with sending children to school.  
 
The Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance (BSCFA) 
This means tested payment is aimed at those reliant on social welfare or in low paid 
employment including those on certain employment schemes. A total of €63.7m has been 
allocated in 20127. The rates payable were reduced in Budget 2012 from €200 to €150 for 4-
11 year olds and from €305 to €250 for children aged 12 – 22years.  
 
These reductions in rates are set against a huge demand for the payment. The table below 
shows that the number of children benefiting from the BSCFA has grown significantly, with a 
113% increase between 2007 and 2012, a startling indication of the reduction in parental 
incomes and their subsequent inability to cope with the school costs.  
 
Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
No. of 
children 

180,252 200,246 277,713 330,000 384,000 

 
So far for 2012, over 115,350 families in respect of 205,125 children received the payment 
automatically as their circumstances remained unchanged since last year while any new 
applicants have to complete an application form8. To qualify for the BSCFA, the total 
household income must be below the amounts set out in the table below. The income 
thresholds continue to remain different for two-parent and one-parent families leaving 
already vulnerable one-parent families at increased risk of poverty. This discrepancy, 
amongst others, was noted in the Joint Committee on Social Protection (2010) Fourth 
Report, Financial Disincentives to Cohabitation and Marriage but no clear recommendations 
were made to address this.  
 

‘They need to look closer at the actual specific costs i.e. my daughter’s pinafore is €55 
alone, that’s a third of my allowance gone before I get anything else and they need to take 

more consideration with regard to lone parents who have to pay everything without 
assistance.’ 

 
The BSCFA income thresholds are still less than those applicable to the Family Income 
Supplement (FIS). These lower thresholds can result in many low income families being 
ineligible to apply for the BSCFA and plunging them further into debt as they struggle to 
meet the costs of sending children to school.  
 
Income Thresholds for the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance 
 
Family Type 1 child 2 children 3 children 4 children  
Couple 
* €29.80 each extra child 

€563.60 €593.40 €623.20 €653.00* 
 

                                                 
7
 Parliamentary Question 19

th
 July 2012 

8
 Ibid  
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Lone parent 
* €29.80 for each extra child 

€410.10 €439.90 €469.70 €499.50* 

FIS income guidelines same 
for 2 parent and lone parent 
families 

€506.00 €602.00 €703.00 €824.00 

 
School Book Grant Scheme 
Under this Scheme, the Department of Education and Skills gives every school an annual 
lump sum calculated on a capitation basis to assist in helping families with the costs of 
school books. The scheme is mainly aimed at pupils in low-income families and families 
experiencing financial hardship. The distribution of these funds is solely at the discretion of 
the principal. Schools are strongly encouraged to set up a book rental scheme and, as 
mentioned, according to the Department of Education and Skills 75% of primary schools do 
operate some form of rental scheme. However, the principal can also disseminate this 
funding to pupils he/ she deems ‘needy’ in the form of book vouchers or cash.  
 
In 2012, €15m has been allocated to the School Book Grant Scheme for distribution to 
schools. For the primary schools, this equates to €11 per pupil in non-DEIS schools and €21 
in DEIS schools. Secondary schools receive €24 per pupil in non-DEIS schools and €39 in 
DEIS schools.  
 
In 2011, in response to pressure from Barnardos and others regarding the high costs of 
school books and following dialogue with the Department of Education and Skills, a Code of 
Practice for the Irish Educational Publishers Association was finalised. This Code commits 
publishers not to revise textbooks for a minimum of six years and to co-operate with 
individual schools in the development of textbook rental schemes. Barnardos strongly 
welcomes this Code as it encourages the recycling of books and urges that it is adhered to. 
However, the impact of the Code, as noted, has been limited for the 2012 / 2013 academic 
year.    
 
Barnardos has consistently advocated for the operation of school book rental schemes in all 
schools and believes that schools, particularly secondary schools, should only receive their 
School Book Grant on condition that such a scheme is in operation. However, as this is 
limited funding it will not ultimately address the wider issues underpinning the estimated 
€60m school books market i.e. lack of purchasing power among the consumers as it is 
parents who foot the bill based on decisions made by those in the education sector. 
Therefore a longer term vision is required.  
 
Barnardos believes that even within the confines of strict economic constraints, incremental 
steps can be taken to shift the bulk of the costs of school books away from parents onto 
schools, evolving towards a system comparable to Northern Ireland and Scotland where all 
textbooks are provided to pupils for free or at minimal rental costs. 
 

‘Education is not free in this country. Its time we started looking at the models adopted in 
other European countries re education’. 

 
 
 
Variations in School Book Systems across Northern Ireland, Scotland and Ireland  
In Northern Ireland, the Department of Education provides funding to the five Education and 
Library Boards who are responsible for ensuring high quality education provision at a local 
level. These Boards distribute funding to each school on a capitation basis and this funding 
is to cover all running costs of the school – including salary costs, books and other 
resources. The Council for the Curriculum, Examinations & Assessment (CCEA) sets the 
curriculum outlining the different areas to be covered in any given subject. The school has 
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total autonomy to choose which textbooks to use in order to achieve the areas to be covered 
as set by the CCEA. As a result there are no core text books in primary school and only a 
few at secondary level as per the examination specifications.  
 
The publishers give each school a catalogue of the books they have available to meet the 
CCEA requirements. They compete competitively with each other offering a range of 
discounts in the interests of getting the business. The school decides which publishers to 
choose based on how effective the textbook is and its value for money. The teachers also 
use a range of other materials such as online resources, worksheets etc which are free to 
obtain.  
 
A similar system operates in Scotland where all schools have a duty to provide the 
educational resources required for pupils. Funding is provided through local authorities 
(raised locally through the council tax and non-domestic rates etc). There is no statutory 
curriculum in Scotland so responsibility for what is taught rests with local authorities and 
schools, taking into account national guidelines and advice from Education Scotland. The 
schools choose the books they want to use in order to meet the national guidelines in the 
different subject areas. They can purchase these books from publishers or some local 
authorities publish a range of books which are distributed to the schools for free. Both the 
local authorities and schools negotiate the best price for the books and subsequently 
publishers compete by offering discounts and tailoring their products for the Scottish market.  
 
In Ireland, the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment sets the national curriculum 
in all subjects and schools and teachers choose which books they think will best meet the 
learning objectives and outcomes to be achieved under the curriculum. The educational 
publishers approach teachers directly through sales reps, provision of samples and 
advertising in teacher magazines. Teachers and schools then choose books and set 
booklists which are distributed for parents to purchase. The current system means that there 
is limited price competition for school books in Ireland as parents buying school books have 
little option but to purchase those books chosen by schools. As schools are not purchasing 
books directly, cost does not have to be a factor in their decision making about school 
books. As a result, there is not much incentive for publishers to offer discounts particularly as 
parents are buying individual copies rather than the school making a bulk purchase.   
 
‘The need to buy school text books (not work books) should be removed from parents as the 
school should provide them, with the help of the voluntary contribution, and then pass them 

on to the succeeding classes.’ 
 
Barnardos’ 5 Year Vision 
Barnardos believes that even within the current climate, we can make changes to improve 
the provision of affordable school books to all children and reduce the cost of education for 
parents. Ideally implementing this system would be free to parents, but if not possible a 
nominal contribution could be sought to ensure upkeep of the books. A cap must be imposed 
on the amount that could be sought from parents to ensure the financial burden is eased on 
them.  
 
Our proposal can be achieved under a system by which each school uses its School Book 
Grant to incrementally build up a full set of textbooks that within a few years would see all 
books available to all children.  
 
This can work in the following way:  

• 2013 – Schools purchase two textbooks for core subjects like English and Maths for 
each pupil. Parents would not be asked to contribute towards this as they have to 
purchase the remaining items on the child’s book list.  
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• 2014 – By adhering to the Code of Practice no new editions will be issued so schools 
can keep the previous years textbooks for reuse and use the School Book Grant to 
purchase another two textbooks for each pupil. Again parents would not be asked to 
contribute towards this as they have to purchase the remaining items on children’s 
book lists. 

• 2015 – By keeping the previous books and using the School Book Grant to purchase 
another two textbooks at least six subject textbooks will be available to all pupils. 
Parents could be asked for a nominal contribution to assist with maintenance and 
renewal of books.  

• 2016 and 2017 – keep existing books and purchase new ones so that the full set of 
textbooks is comprehensive. Parents could be charged a nominal contribution 
towards upkeep of this school resource, again with a limit set by the Department of 
Education and Skills to ensure parents are not unduly burdened. 

• This system can be supported through the more frequent use of additional free 
resources such as online learning materials for use on classroom whiteboards, 
photocopying worksheets and availing of public libraries where some class novels 
can be borrowed. In the long term these options mean that all pupils will have the 
required resources and books at a minimal expense to parents.  
 

Recommendations 
As Barnardos’ survey has shown yet again, the stress and pressure on parents associated 
with getting children ready for school is excessive and sends many families into debt, 
especially those dependent on social welfare or in low paid employment. The continuing high 
costs of education are unacceptable. The financial burden of education colours many 
children’s experience and perception of education and reinforces inequalities in Irish society.  
 
Times of crisis offer opportunity for change and Barnardos believes that the current financial 
crisis should be viewed as a time to be imaginative in how we address school costs within 
the limited resources available whilst still ensuring that all children receive the quality 
education that they are entitled to.  
 
Barnardos urges the Government to consider the following recommendations: 

• Prevent any further cuts to education spending and services;  

• Adopt a national policy, led by the Department of Education and Skills, under which 
schools will use their School Book Grant to incrementally build up a set of textbooks 
for all their pupils; 

• Ensure adherence of Code of Practice by publishers to ensure no new editions are 
published in the next six years; 

• Adequately resource implementation of the National Literacy and Numeracy 
Strategy; 

• Synchronise the income thresholds up to those applicable to FIS so all family types 
and all those in receipt of FIS are eligible for the BSCFA; 

• Do not increase the school transport charges in Budget 2013 as this adversely 
affects children from rural backgrounds.  

 
 
 


